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Norma joined Related Companies in De-
cember 2002 as a Property Manager of Gate-
way Center in East New York, Brooklyn. Nor-
ma’s successful operations of Gateway Center
and her excellent relationship with the tenants
and the local community is a valuable con-
tribution to Related’s development efforts in
the New York area.

Norma currently resides in Queens, New
York along with her husband of twenty years,
Kenneth and three children Brian & Brandon
ages seventeen and Nia age twenty.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Mrs.
Bang for her extraordinary accomplishments
and her spirit which reflect the best our nation
has to offer.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 450TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LATVIAN JEWISH
COMMUNITY

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in celebration and recognition of the 450th An-
niversary of the Latvian Jewish community.
Since the late 1500s, the Jewish people of
Latvia have demonstrated incredible persever-
ance and courage through inconceivable trials
and persecutions. As we reflect on this mile-
stone anniversary, let us remember their his-
tory and celebrate their future.

The first Jewish settlements in Latvia ap-
peared in the late 16th century. Through
steady immigration, expansion, and steadfast
resilience, the community grew and spread
across the country. As the Jewish population
expanded, they contributed immeasurably to
the economic, industrial, and cultural develop-
ment of Latvia. These accomplishments came
despite frequently being forced to cope with
anti-Semitic laws and cultural prejudice. By the
late 1930s, approximately 93,000 Latvian
Jews were living and prospering in the coun-
try.
In the summer of 1941, Nazi troops occu-
pied Latvia. Within days of the occupation, the
Nazis issued special decrees restricting Jew-
ish rights and establishing ghettos. Jews from
surrounding countries were forcibly trans-
ported to Latvian camps. Tens of thousands
were murdered.

By the conclusion of World War 1, tragically,
only 14,000 Latvian Jews remained. In the
years after, Jews from surrounding regions re-
located in Latvia—rebuilding their community
to more than 36,000 people. In the aftermath
of the greatest evil ever perpetrated against a
people, the Latvian Jews marched on—restor-
ing their culture and society, fighting against
the oppression of Soviet rule. Latvia became
one of the centers of Zionist dissidence and
Jewish national movements in the Soviet
Union. Jewish activists struggled for the right
to immigrate to Israel and to openly honor the
memory of Holocaust victims. Thousands emi-
grated to Israel, the United States and West-
ern Europe.

Today, the Latvian Jewish community of
13,000 is experiencing a rebirth. On this, their
450th anniversary, the Jews of Latvia can look
back on their history with a solemn pride. Hav-
ing suffered through terrible hardship, the Lat-
vian Jewry is rebuilding its religious and social
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life—revitalizing
spirit.

| would like to extend special recognition to
the Latvian Council of Jewish Communities
and the United States Commission for the
Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad for
organizing the extremely successful memorial
project at Riga, Latvia’s oldest Jewish ceme-
tery. Under the leadership and guidance of
Chairman Warren Miller and Commissioner
Lee Seeman, the memorial at the Old Jewish
Cemetery reminds the world of the tragedy of
the Jews killed during World War 1l and asks
us to strive for a better future. | am proud to
celebrate the Latvian Jewish community’s his-
toric anniversary. | ask all my colleagues to
join me in recognizing their past perseverance
and achievements, and in extending our sin-
cere best wishes for their future success and
prosperity.

the community’s enduring

————————

IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN JAMES R.
KNAPP COMMANDING OFFICER,
NAVAL AIR STATION, LEMOORE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Captain James R. Knapp upon
his retirement from the United States Navy.

Captain Knapp is the Commanding Officer
at Naval Air Station, Lemoore (NAS Lemoore).
He has served the United States Navy with
distinguished service during the 27 years of
his naval career. His devotion to the Navy and
the Nation is inspiring.

My initial experience with Captain Knapp
began in 2008, when his service commenced
as Commanding Officer for Naval Air Station
Lemoore, which is located in my 20th Con-
gressional District in Kings County, California.
From our initial meeting, a great working rela-
tionship was formed. Whether we needed clar-
ification on a question or a follow up on issues
regarding the base, the Captain was always
professional, knowledgeable, courteous and
helpful.

Captain Knapp attended Texas A&M Univer-
sity and was a member of the Fighting Texas
Aggie Corps of Cadets. He graduated in 1984
with a Bachelor of Arts in History. Captain
Knapp was commissioned as an Ensign for
the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps
(NROTC) program and completed advance
flight training in 1986, receiving his orders to
the “Rough Raiders” of VFA-125 for F/A-18
FRS training. His naval career was commen-
surate with his education, earning his Master’s
degree in National Security and Strategic
Studies at the Naval War College in Newport,
Rhode Island. He has over 3,500 flight hours
in the F/A-18A-E series and 1,258 arrested
landings on 11 different flight decks, six of
which remain in active service. Furthermore,
Captain Knapp participated in the USS Nimitz
(CVN-68) Operation “Iragi Freedom” 2003 de-
ployment. Prior to his serving as Commanding
Officer at NAS Lemoore, Captain Knapp
served as Chief of Staff of Strategy, Plans and
Assessment Directorate of the Multi-National
Force-Iraq in Baghdad, Iraq.

In his illustrious career, Captain Knapp re-
ceived many awards which include the Bronze
Star, Meritorious Service Medal (3 awards),
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Air Medal (2 awards), Navy Commendation
Medal (4 awards), Navy Achievement Medal
(2 awards), and Sea Service Deployment Rib-
bon (8 awards).

It is fitting that the President of the United
States has presented Captain James R.
Knapp with the Legion of Merit for his out-
standing leadership. | ask that excerpts from
the Citation be printed in the RECORD:

For exceptionally meritorious conduct in
the performance of outstanding service as
Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station
Lemoore, California from September 2008 to
June 2011. Captain Knapp’s tenure as Com-
manding Officer of the world’s largest Naval
Air Station was exemplified by visionary
leadership, mission accomplishment, and an
unrelenting drive to improve the lives of
Sailors and their families. Despite fiscal re-
straints and ever-changing requirements, his
proactive engagement across the spectrum of
strategic imperatives at Naval Air Station,
Lemoore resulted in sustained five-star sup-
port to Commander Strike Fighter Wing Pa-
cific, which has significantly contributed to
the lethality of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. His
tremendous foresight and business acumen
prevented airfield encroachment and his di-
rect involvement in water usage issues in the
western San Joaquin Valley instilled new
hope for local farmers and the regional econ-
omy. His personal involvement in the local
community was highlighted by the establish-
ment of a perennial Community Relations
Program which contributed over 11,000 man-
hours towards numerous noteworthy
projects, further strengthening the relation-
ship between the air station and the local
community. Additionally, his overwhelming
concern for his sailors was demonstrated by
personally performing over 320 Career Devel-
opment Boards, directly contributing to the
professional, financial and personal growth
of each Sailor in his command. Captain
Knapp’s superior performance of duties high-
lights the culmination of 27 years of honor-
able and dedicated service. By his dynamic
direction, keen judgment and loyal devotion
to duty, Captain Knapp reflected great credit
upon himself and upheld the highest tradi-
tions of the United States Naval Service.

Captain Knapp is a man of outstanding
character and we will remain grateful for his
unwavering dedication and exceptional insight
during his career at NAS Lemoore and to our
country. On behalf of the United States Con-
gress, | wish to express my sincere gratitude
for his hard work, selfless service, and dedica-
tion to the United States Navy. | want to per-
sonally wish Captain Knapp much continued
success and my best wishes to his wife,
Nancy and his children; daughter, Lauren,
sons, Will and Ryan, as they embark on their
new endeavors.

———

A TRIBUTE TO PASTOR GRAYLING
FERRAND

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Pastor Grayling Ferrand.

Pastor Ferrand serves on Friends of Recov-
ery, a statewide grass root advocacy board
because of his passion and firsthand knowl-
edge of those impacted or affected by the dis-
ease of addiction. He is committed towards re-
ducing the adverse effects of alcoholism and
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drug addiction via advocating for better pre-
vention, treatment and recovery services in
the New York State area and abroad.

He was born in Harlem, New York and is
the eldest son of eight siblings. He joined in
matrimony with Talisa S. Ferrand and together
they have one daughter and five grand-
children.

Pastor Ferrand earned a Masters Degree
and received an Honorary Doctorate Degree
from the Bible Faith School on May 18, 2008.
He worked at Reality House Inc, obtained his
CASAC, and became part of the NYS OASAS
faculty helping individuals facing drug and al-
cohol addiction. He also worked as a Program
Director in other treatment programs. In 2010
he received a Human Services Board Certified
Practitioner certification. He is the author of
three books entitled: “We Fall Down But We
Get Up” (the Prodigal Son), Life After Death
(The Do’s & Don’t) and Nos Caemos Pero
Nos Levantamos (EI Hijo Prodigo).

Pastor Ferrand’s Christian journey was influ-
enced by many of the socio-cultural and polit-
ical dynamics impacting society during the
time of the Civil Rights Movements and Black
Panthers. He was also raised in the Baptist
faith.

In 1999 Pastor Ferrand began attending the
Temple of Blessings C.O0.G.I.C. under the
leadership of Pastor David Grayson Jr. where
he became an armor bearer and then a Dea-
con.

In September 2000, Pastor Ferrand was or-
dained by Overseer Frieda Harrison of the Je-
hovah Jireh Ministries. He and his wife then
organized the “Reaching Across the World
Ministries, Inc. (RAWM)”, with the mission of
providing human services that are geared to-
ward reducing social ills impacting humanity.

Pastor Ferrand expanded services at
RAWM’s to include a 350 Hour Educational
Training Program, licensed by the NYS Office
of Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Services,
the North Carolina Substance Abuse Profes-
sional Practice Board and the National Asso-
ciation of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Coun-
selors. He continues to provide annual sum-
mer youth employment, counseling, self help
groups, job interviewing skills, college intern-
ships for undergraduates and graduates as
well as a host of other human services. As a
result of his servitude, he has received numer-
ous proclamations and other accolades.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Pas-
tor Grayling Ferrand for his extraordinary ac-
complishments and his spirit which reflect the
best our nation has to offer.

HONORING ROBERT DUNCAN

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a true model Hoosier and American
upon his retirement.

For nearly 40 years, Mr. Robert Duncan has
been the backbone of aviation law in Indiana.
As a leader in the aviation community, Mr.
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Duncan has helped author, advocated for and
implemented the most innovative aviation pol-
icy in the country for the State of Indiana and
the Indianapolis Airport Authority (IAA). Mr.
Duncan has played a pivotal role in the growth
of the Indianapolis Airport, and ultimately, cen-
tral Indiana and the country. The special atten-
tion Mr. Duncan has paid to successfully bal-
ancing the growth of our Indiana’s main Inter-
national Airport, with the protection of the
rights of private citizens a high priority, is a
model for economic growth and personal free-
dom in any industry. His efforts are a part of
Indiana’s Comeback story.

More specifically, Mr. Duncan was the lead
negotiator on all central Indiana aviation-re-
lated land acquisition during his years of serv-
ice to Indiana. Notably, the expansion of the
airport, as well as land acquisitions for the
smaller community airports nearby, has en-
abled the growth that the IAA has contributed
to the Hoosier state. In addition, Mr. Duncan
was directly responsible for the placement of
a United States Postal Service hub with the
IAA. With the establishment of this hub, it laid
the groundwork that would attract other private
sector package carriers and logistics compa-
nies that now operate in Indianapolis and
nearby communities. The economic impact
these expansions have had is immeasurable.
| see the fruits of Bob’s efforts everyday in
West Central Indiana.

With a long list of accolades for his years of
leadership, Mr. Duncan has been named the
Indiana Aviation Man of the Year, as well as
receiving a Special Recognition Award from
the Aviation Association of Indiana. Through-
out his career, Mr. Duncan has made it a habit
to assist other airports with legal matters, at
no cost, aiding growth and demonstrating the
dedication and passion he has with the avia-
tion community throughout the state, to the
benefit of all Hoosiers and travelers to and
from our state.

Mr. Duncan also routinely volunteers his
time for charitable efforts, both in aviation and
in his local community. From his efforts with
the Brownsburg Public Library to his coaching
of basketball and softball, Mr. Duncan has the
heart of a true public servant. Additionally, Mr.
Duncan has routinely flown charitable Angel
Flights throughout the country, to aide those in
need of transportation for medical treatment
without the means to travel. | am particularly
familiar with this type of program, and Bob
and | have piloted several Angel Flights to-
gether.

As a graduate of Hanover College and Indi-
ana University’s School of Law, Bob contrib-
utes back to the education of others interested
in aviation and aviation law. Bob is a super-
vising private flight instructor, as well as an
adjunct professor in aviation law at Indiana
University’s School of Law, Indianapolis.

Hoosiers especially, and Americans, are
lucky to have benefited from the years of dedi-
cated service in planning and abundant exper-
tise provided by Mr. Duncan for nearly four
decades. His volunteerism is an added classic
Hoosier trait. Bob has exemplified the essence
of Hoosier values with his commonsense lead-
ership and dedication to the betterment of our
great state. For his efforts and ethics, | am
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proud to commend this Hoosier, Robert Dun-
can, upon his pending retirement.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE BILL TO
DEVELOP THE SOUTHWEST WA-
TERFRONT IN THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
introduce an essential bill for the redevelop-
ment of the Southwest Waterfront in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The bill transfers
unencumbered ownership of the Southwest
Waterfront from the federal government to the
District. Although the District has owned the
Waterfront since the 1960s, the land has been
encumbered by restrictions put in place by
Congress before the District got home rule; a
time when development by the city was not
contemplated. My bill updates outdated legis-
lation and allows for the highest and best use
of the land.

The bill would amend the D.C. Code to
allow the District to transfer the property by
quitclaim deed, to update the site description
of the land to conform with its current configu-
ration, to allow for the sale of condominiums
on the land, to remove references to an urban
renewal plan that has expired, to remove ref-
erences to the District of Columbia Redevelop-
ment Land Agency, which no longer exists,
and to expand the permissible uses for the
Fish Market in order to allow the sale of other
foods, beverages, produce, and flowers.

The District of Columbia has created a 21st-
century vision for the Southwest Waterfront
and is actively engaged in a revitalization and
redevelopment that will draw visitors down
10th street from the National Mall. However,
as was typical for District land before home
rule, the original law restricts the use of the
land along the waterfront to lease-only ar-
rangements, driving down the useful value of
the land and making it impossible to replace
antiquated structures with new buildings for
new uses. The restrictions on the land serve
no federal purpose and seriously limit needed
revenue for the city. Federal officials have
been consulted on the transfer and have no
objection to it.

The federal government has no interest in
the waterfront land other than the Maine
Lobsterman Memorial and the Titanic Memo-
rial, which have been carved out of the trans-
fer. Because of the current restrictions on the
land, part of the waterfront is an underused
eyesore. However, the redevelopment will
bring 2.5 million square feet of mixed-use de-
velopment to the waterfront, including public
and private docks, restaurants, office buildings
and residences, providing jobs and local rev-
enue at a time when they are most needed.

This is a noncontroversial bill that removes
out-of-date laws and involves no cost to the
federal government. | urge my colleagues to
support the bill.
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