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Whereas, on March 28, 2011, president of the
general committee for the election of munic-
ipal council members Abd al-Rahman
Dahmash stated, ‘“We are not prepared for
the participation of women in the municipal
elections now.”’;

Whereas Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia
Prince Saud Al Faisal stated in an interview
after the 2005 election that he assumed
women would be allowed to vote in future
elections, and that this would benefit the
election process because women were ‘‘more
sensible voters than men’’;

Whereas the decision by the Government of
Saudi Arabia to continue to disenfranchise
women in the September 2011 municipal elec-
tions is inconsistent with a series of commit-
ments made by the Government of Saudi
Arabia;

Whereas, in January 2003, Saudi Arabia
proposed to the League of Arab States the
“Covenant for Arab Reform,” resulting in
the adoption of the ‘‘Tunis Declaration” at
the May 2004 Arab Summit, which declared,
among other things, a ‘“‘firm determination”
to ‘“‘pursue reform and modernization’ by
“widening women’s participation in the po-
litical, economic, social, cultural and edu-
cational fields’’;

Whereas these declarations were re-
affirmed at the Arab Summit in Algiers on
March 23, 2005, and at the Riyadh Summit
held in Saudi Arabia on March 28, 2007;

Whereas, in April 2009, Saudi Arabia rati-
fied the Arab Charter on Human Rights,
which states in article 24(3), ‘‘Every citizen
has the right. .. to stand for election or
choose his representatives in free and impar-
tial elections, in conditions of equality
among all citizens that guarantee the free
expression of his will.”’;

Whereas, on June 10, 2009, the Government
of Saudi Arabia accepted the majority of the
recommendations put forward by the United
Nations Human Rights Council’s Working
Group on the Universal Periodic Review in-
cluding to ‘‘[a]bolish all legislation, meas-
ures and practices that discriminate against
women. . . In particular, to abolish legisla-
tion and practices which prevent women
from participating fully in society on an
equal basis with men,” and to ‘“‘end the strict
system of male guardianship and give full
legal identity to Saudi women’’;

Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia
has indicated that it is supportive of the
human rights of women;

Whereas, in November 2010, Saudi Arabia
was elected to the Executive Board of UN
Women, emphasizing the commitment of the
Government of Saudi Arabia to the rights of
women;

Whereas ‘Abd al-Rahman Dahmash, the
president of the general committee for the
election of municipal council members, has
stated that Saudi women will be granted the
right to vote in the next municipal elections
scheduled to be held in 2015; and

Whereas, while the United States Govern-
ment acknowledges the deep cultural and re-
ligious traditions and sentiments within
Saudi society, without the right to vote on
par with men, women in Saudi Arabia are de-
nied not only a fundamental human right
but also the ability to contribute fully to the
economic development, modernization, and
prosperity of their own country: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on the Government of Saudi Ara-
bia to allow women to participate, both as
voters and candidates for elective office, in
the September 2011 elections;

(2) supports the women of Saudi Arabia as
they endeavor to exercise their human
rights; and

(3) believes that it is in the interest of
Saudi Arabia and all nations to permit

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

women to run for office and vote in all elec-
tions.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 24—COMMEMORATING THE
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DEDICATION OF SHENANDOAH
NATIONAL PARK

Mr. WEBB (for himself and Mr. WAR-
NER) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources:

S. CoN. RES. 24

Whereas the 75th anniversary of the dedi-
cation of Shenandoah National Park cor-
responds with the Civil War sesquicenten-
nial, enriching the heritage of both the Com-
monwealth of Virginia and the United
States;

Whereas in the early to mid-1920s, as a re-
sult of the efforts of the citizen-driven Shen-
andoah Valley, Inc. and the Shenandoah Na-
tional Park Association, the congressionally
appointed Southern Appalachian National
Park Committee recommended that Con-
gress authorize the establishment of a na-
tional park in the Blue Ridge Mountains of
Virginia for the purpose of providing the
western national park experience to the pop-
ulated eastern seaboard;

Whereas, in 1935, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, Harold Ickes, accepted the land deeds
for what would become Shenandoah National
Park from the Commonwealth of Virginia,
and, on July 3, 1936, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt dedicated Shenandoah National
Park ‘“‘to this and to succeeding generations
for the recreation and re-creation they would
find”;

Whereas the Appalachian Mountains ex-
tend through 200,000 acres of Shenandoah Na-
tional Park and border the 8 Virginia coun-
ties of Albemarle, Augusta, Greene, Madison,
Page, Rappahannock, Rockingham, and War-
ren;

Whereas Shenandoah National Park is
home to a diverse ecosystem of 103 rare and
endangered species, 1,405 plant species, 51
mammal species, 36 fish species, 26 reptile
species, 23 amphibian species, and more than
200 bird species;

Whereas the proximity of Shenandoah Na-
tional Park to heavily populated areas, in-
cluding Washington, District of Columbia,
promotes regional travel and tourism, pro-
viding thousands of jobs and contributing
millions of dollars to the economic vitality
of the region;

Whereas Shenandoah National Park, rich
with recreational opportunities, offers 520
miles of hiking trails, 200 miles of which are
designated horse trails and 101 miles of
which are part of the 2,175-mile Appalachian
National Historic Trail, more than 90 fish-
able streams, 4 campgrounds, 7 picnic areas,
3 lodges, 6 backcountry cabins, and an exten-
sive, rugged backcountry open to wilderness
camping to the millions of people who annu-
ally visit the Park;

Whereas the Park protects significant cul-
tural resources, including—

(1) Rapidan Camp, once a summer retreat
for President Herbert Hoover and now a na-
tional historic landmark;

(2) Skyline Drive, a historic district listed
on the National Register of Historic Places;

(3) Massanutten Lodge, a structure listed
on the National Register of Historic Places;

(4) 360 buildings and structures included on
the List of Classified Structures;

(b) 577 significant, recorded archeological
sites, 11 of which are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places; and
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(6) more than 100 historic cemeteries;

Whereas Congress named 10 battlefields in
the Shenandoah Valley for preservation in
the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields National
Historic District and Commission Act of 1996
(section 606 of Public Law 104-333; 110 Stat.
4174), and Shenandoah National Park, an in-
tegral partner in that endeavor, provides
visitors with outstanding views of pristine,
natural landscapes that are vital to the Civil
War legacy;

Whereas Shenandoah National Park also
protects intangible resources, including as-
pects of the heritage of the people of the
United States through the rigorous commit-
ments of the Civilian Conservation Corps and
the advancement of Civil Rights as Shen-
andoah’s ‘‘separate but equal” facilities be-
came the first to desegregate in Virginia;

Whereas, on October 20, 1976, Public Law
94-567 was enacted, designating 79,579 acres
within Shenandoah National Park’s bound-
aries as wilderness under the Wilderness Act
(16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), which protects the
wilderness character of the lands ‘‘for the
permanent good of the whole people’’; and

Whereas Congress should support efforts to
preserve the ecological and cultural integ-
rity of Shenandoah National Park, maintain
the infrastructure of the Park, and protect
the famously scenic views of the Shenandoah
Valley: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) commemorates the 75th anniversary of
the dedication of Shenandoah National Park;
and

(2) acknowledges the historic and enduring
scenic, recreational, and economic value of
the Park.

———————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 513. Mr. ROCKEFELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 679, to reduce the number of ex-
ecutive positions subject to Senate con-
firmation; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 514. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
VITTER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 679,
supra.

SA 515. Mr. BAUCUS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 679, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 516. Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr.
HATCH) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 679, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 517. Mr. CARPER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 679, supra.

SA 518. Mr. CARPER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
resolution S. Res. 116, to provide for expe-
dited Senate consideration of certain nomi-
nations subject to advice and consent; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

——————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 513. Mr. ROCKEFELLER sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 679, to
reduce the number of executive posi-
tions subject to Senate confirmation;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 53, lines 21 and 22, strike ‘“‘in the
competitive service”’.

On page 61, line 23, insert ‘‘for a term of
seven years’ after ‘‘Senate,”.
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