June 28, 2011

unless it is willing to accept peace with
Israel and renounce violence, and declaring
that Palestinian efforts to gain recognition
of a state outside direct negotiations demonstrates absence of a good faith commitment to peace negotiations, and will have
implications for continued Unites States aid.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid on
the table, that there be no intervening
action or debate, and any statements
relating to this matter be printed in
the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 185) was
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 185
Whereas the policy of the United States
since 2002 has been to support a two-state solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict;
Whereas a true and lasting peace between
the people of Israel and the Palestinians can
only be achieved through direct negotiations
between the parties;
Whereas Palestine Liberation Organization
Chair Yassir Arafat wrote to Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on September 9, 1993,
that ‘‘all outstanding issues relating to permanent status will be resolved through negotiations’’;
Whereas the reconciliation agreement
signed by Fatah and Hamas on May 4, 2011,
was reached without Hamas being required
to renounce violence, accept Israel’s right to
exist, and accept prior agreements made by
the Palestinians (the ‘‘Quartet conditions’’);
Whereas Hamas, an organization responsible for the death of more than 500 innocent
civilians, including two dozen United States
citizens, has been designated by the United
States Government as a foreign terrorist organization and a specially designated terrorist organization;
Whereas Hamas kidnapped and has held
captive Israeli sergeant Gilad Shalit in violation of international norms since June 25,
2006;
Whereas Hamas continues to forcefully reject the possibility of negotiations or peace
with Israel;
Whereas, by contrast, Prime Minister of
Israel Benjamin Netanyahu has accepted a
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict;
Whereas, on April 22, 2009, Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton stated, ‘‘We will not
deal with nor in any way fund a Palestinian
government that includes Hamas unless and
until Hamas has renounced violence, recognized Israel and agreed to follow the previous
obligations of the Palestinian Authority.’’;
Whereas the United States, under two different Presidents, has vetoed 11 United Nations Security Council resolutions in the last
15 years related to the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict and its outstanding issues;
Whereas United States Permanent Representative to the United Nations Susan
Rice stated on February 18, 2011, that it was
‘‘unwise’’ for the United Nations to attempt
to resolve key issues between the Israelis
and Palestinians;
Whereas Palestinian leaders are pursuing a
coordinated strategy to seek recognition of a
Palestinian state within the United Nations,
in other international forums, and from foreign governments;
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Whereas, on March 11, 1999, the Senate
adopted Senate Concurrent Resolution 5
(106th Congress), and on March 16, 1999, the
House of Representatives adopted House
Concurrent Resolution 24 (106th Congress),
both of which resolved that ‘‘any attempt to
establish Palestinian statehood outside the
negotiating process will invoke the strongest
congressional opposition’’;
Whereas current United States law precludes assistance to a Palestinian Authority
that shares power with Hamas unless that
Authority publicly accepts the right of Israel
to exist and adheres to all prior agreements
and understandings with the Governments of
the United States and Israel;
Whereas the United States Government
provides more than $550,000,000 annually and
more than $3,500,000,000 cumulatively in direct bilateral assistance to the Palestinians,
who are among the world’s largest recipients
of foreign aid per capita;
Whereas aid to the Palestinians is predicated on a good faith commitment from the
Palestinians to the peace process;
Whereas abandonment by Palestinian leaders of the Quartet conditions and inclusion
of Hamas in a government could jeopardize
the positive steps the Palestinian Authority
has taken in building institutions and improving security in the West Bank in recent
years; and
Whereas efforts to form a unity government without accepting the Quartet conditions, to bypass negotiations and unilaterally declare a Palestinian state, or to appeal
to the United Nations or other international
forums or to foreign governments for recognition of a Palestinian state would violate
the underlying principles of the Oslo Accords, the Road Map, and other relevant Middle East peace process efforts: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) reaffirms its strong support for a negotiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict resulting in two states, a democratic, Jewish state of Israel and a viable,
democratic Palestinian state, living side-byside in peace, security, and mutual recognition;
(2) states its firm belief that any Palestinian unity government must publicly and
formally forswear terrorism, accept Israel’s
right to exist, and reaffirm previous agreements made with the Government of Israel;
(3) reiterates its strong opposition to any
attempt to establish or seek recognition of a
Palestinian state outside of an agreement
negotiated between leaders in Israel and the
Palestinians;
(4) urges Palestinian leaders—
(A) to ensure that any Palestinian government will seek peace with Israel;
(B) to cease all efforts at circumventing
the negotiation process, including through a
unilateral declaration of statehood or quests
for recognition of a Palestinian state from
other nations or the United Nations;
(C) to resume direct negotiations with the
Government of Israel immediately and without preconditions; and
(D) to take appropriate measures to
counter incitement to violence and fulfill all
prior Palestinian commitments, including
dismantling the terrorist infrastructure embodied in Hamas;
(5) supports the opposition of the President
to a unilateral declaration of a Palestinian
state and the veto by the United States on
February 18, 2011, of the most recent United
Nations Security Council resolution regarding a key issue of the Israeli-Palestinian
process;
(6) calls upon the President to announce
that the United States will veto any resolution on Palestinian statehood that comes before the United Nations Security Council
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which is not a result of agreements reached
between the Government of Israel and the
Palestinians;
(7) calls upon the President to lead a diplomatic effort to oppose a unilateral declaration of a Palestinian state and to oppose recognition of a Palestinian state by other nations, within the United Nations, and in
other international forums prior to achievement of a final agreement between the Government of Israel and the Palestinians;
(8) will consider restrictions on aid to the
Palestinian Authority should it persist in efforts to circumvent direct negotiations by
turning to the United Nations or other international bodies;
(9) supports the position taken by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on April 22,
2009, that the United States ‘‘will not deal
with or in any way fund a Palestinian government that includes Hamas unless and
until Hamas has renounced violence, recognized Israel and agreed to follow the previous
obligations of the Palestinian Authority’’;
(10) urges the President to consider suspending assistance to the Palestinian Authority pending a review of the unity agreement between Fatah and Hamas; and
(11) reaffirms the requirement under
United States law precluding assistance to a
Palestinian Authority that shares power
with Hamas unless that Authority and all its
ministers publicly accept the right of Israel
to exist and all prior agreements and understandings with the Governments of the
United States and Israel.
f

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE
29, 2011
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it adjourn until 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
June 29; that following the prayer and
the pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
a period of morning business for up to
1 hour, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their designees, with the Republicans controlling the first half and the majority
controlling the final half; that following morning business, the Senate
resume consideration of S. 679, the
Presidential Appointment Efficiency
and Streamlining Act.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

PROGRAM
Mr. REID. Mr. President, there will
be a series of up to five rollcall votes at
approximately 11 a.m. tomorrow. We
are hopeful a few of the amendments to
S. 679 will be agreed to by voice vote.
f

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT
Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it adjourn under the previous order,
following the remarks of up to 15 minutes of my friend, the Senator from
Wisconsin.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f
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THE DEFICIT
Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin. Mr.
President, I realize a number of people
in this Chamber are asking why I am
doing this. First of all, I think it is important for everybody to realize that—
and I certainly mean no offense to anybody in this Chamber—I did not run for
the Senate because I wanted to be a
Senator. I ran for the Senate because I
realized we are bankrupting this Nation.
I think the evidence is quite clear, if
we take a look at the budget deficit for
just the last 3 years: $1.4 trillion, $1.3
trillion, and for this year estimates as
high as $1.65 trillion. We have incurred
over $4 trillion worth of debt in just
the last 3 years, and our Nation’s debt
stands at $14.3 trillion. We have
reached our debt limit. Our debt is almost the size of our entire economy.
I have been watching Washington for
32 years from Oshkosh, WI, and I realized that Washington was pretty broken. I have been here now for 6 months,
and I haven’t seen anything here that
convinces me otherwise.
The Senate has not passed a budget
for over 2 years. Of the six pieces of
legislation we have passed—only six
pieces of legislation we have passed
from this Chamber have actually become law, and of those six three dealt
with last year’s business. They were
pieces of legislation dealing with this
year’s budget that should have been
passed last summer.
The bottom line is the Senate is fiddling while America is going bankrupt.
As I mentioned, the debt ceiling has
now been reached. What are we doing
about it? The answer is virtually nothing. We are scheduled to go on recess
next week. We should not be doing
that. We should be staying in session.
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We should be debating. We should be
developing a budget. Bottom line, all
we are doing is waiting for the results
of a negotiation between a limited
number of people, conducted behind
closed doors, far away from the view of
any American citizen.
Is this the process we are going to
rely on to prevent the bankruptcy of
America? Is this on what we are placing the future of America? I hope not.
The Senate needs to get back to
work. We need to pass a budget. It
should not be that hard. American families do it every day. They figure out
what their income is and they figure
out how to learn to live within their
means. The U.S. Government needs to
figure out how to live within its means
as well.
Let me kind of start the process by
naming a figure. I would start with $2.6
trillion. That is the amount of money
President Obama, in his budget, says
we will receive in revenue to the Federal Government next year—$2.6 trillion. It is $800 billion more than we
spent just 10 years ago.
It would pay for 100 percent of the interest payment, which is $256 billion. It
would pay for all of Social Security,
which is $760 billion. That totals $1
trillion. There would be $1.6 trillion to
pay for all other essentials: defense, security, health and safety spending.
If that is not enough—and, again,
that would be living within our
means—then what I believe is required
is every Member of Congress, members
of the administration should come
down into congressional committees,
and they need to, in the open, justify
how much they want to spend, how
much they are willing to borrow, and
how much debt they are willing to pile
on the backs of our children, our
grandchildren, and our great-grandchildren because that is what we are
doing to this country.
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So tonight I will leave the floor. But
unless the Senate gets serious about
addressing the No. 1 problem facing
this Nation—our debt and deficit—I
will definitely be back. I will exercise
my full rights. I will do everything in
my power to prevent the bankrupting
of America.
I yield the floor.
f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate stands adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow.
Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:35 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, June 29,
2011, at 9:30 a.m.
f

NOMINATIONS
Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
JOHN MALCOLM BALES, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF
TEXAS FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE REBECCA
A. GREGORY, RESIGNED.
KENNETH MAGIDSON, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
TEXAS FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE DONALD J.
DEGABRIELLE, JR., RESIGNED.
ROBERT LEE PITMAN, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
TEXAS FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE JOHNNY
KEANE SUTTON, TERM EXPIRED.
SARAH RUTH SALDANA, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF
TEXAS FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE RICHARD B.
ROPER, III, RESIGNED.

f

CONFIRMATIONS
Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate June 28, 2011:
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
JAMES MICHAEL COLE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL, TO WHICH POSITION HE WAS APPOINTED DURING THE LAST RECESS
OF THE SENATE.
VIRGINIA A. SEITZ, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE AN ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL.
LISA O. MONACO, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE AN ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL.
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