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risk their counterfeits impose on our 
soldiers, our military readiness, our cy-
bersecurity, and our national security. 

The legislation I am introducing 
today with Senators MCCAIN, GRAHAM, 
and COONS addresses this inadequacy in 
our laws. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in seeing it passed into law soon. 
Traffickers should pay a heavy price if 
they knowingly sell the military a 
piece of counterfeit body armor that 
could fail in combat, a counterfeit mis-
sile control system that could short- 
circuit at launch, or a counterfeit GPS 
that could fail on the battlefield. Our 
troops deserve Kevlar that is Kevlar, 
and military grade chips that are mili-
tary grade. 

By creating an enhanced offense for 
an individual who traffics in counter-
feits and knows that the counterfeit 
product either is intended for military 
use or is identified as meeting military 
standards, this bill will help. It doubles 
the statutory maximum penalty for 
such offenses, and it directs the sen-
tencing commission to update the sen-
tencing guidelines as appropriate to re-
flect Congress’s intent that trafficking 
in counterfeit military items be pun-
ished sufficiently to deter this wrong-
ful endangerment of our servicemem-
bers. 

The bill targets only particularly 
malicious offenders—those who already 
are guilty of trafficking in counterfeit 
goods and know they are selling mili-
tary counterfeits. 

This approach means the bill will not 
affect legitimate military contractors 
who might be unaware that a counter-
feit chip has been entered into one of 
their products. It will not apply to 
makers of products that unintention-
ally fall short of military specifica-
tions. This bill is intended to help mili-
tary suppliers by deterring the crimi-
nals who sell counterfeits to them or to 
their subcontractors. Manufacturers, 
such as the many high-tech innovators 
in Rhode Island, will actually benefit 
from the protection of their intellec-
tual property. 

I am grateful to have the support of 
the Chamber of Commerce, the Semi-
conductor Industry Association, the 
International Anti-Counterfeiting Coa-
lition, and others. I look forward to 
working with them and other inter-
ested stakeholders to make this legis-
lation as effective as possible at deter-
ring this particularly reprehensible 
form of criminal activity. 

Let me close by thanking Senator 
GRAHAM, Senator MCCAIN, and Senator 
COONS for joining me in introducing 
this bill today. As my colleagues know, 
Senator MCCAIN and Senator GRAHAM 
both have long stood out as champions 
for our troops. Senator COONS has al-
ready become a staunch defender of our 
national security and our Nation’s in-
tellectual property. 

I very much look forward to working 
with them and other colleagues on this 
important bill. 

All of us in the Senate have the privi-
lege of visiting with and supporting our 

troops. We all know the sacrifices they 
make for our country. We all want to 
do everything we can to ensure that 
their equipment functions properly and 
that counterfeits do not compromise 
our Nation’s military readiness or se-
curity. Passing the Combating Military 
Counterfeits Act of 2011 will be a valu-
able step toward these important goals. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT EF-
FICIENCY AND STREAMLINING 
ACT OF 2011 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of S. 
679, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 679) to reduce the number of exec-

utive positions subject to Senate confirma-
tion. 

Pending: 
DeMint amendment No. 501, to repeal the 

authority to provide certain loans to the 
International Monetary Fund, the increase 
in the United States quota to the Fund, and 
certain other related authorities, and rescind 
related appropriated amounts. 

Portman modified amendment No. 509, to 
strike the provisions relating to the Assist-
ant Secretary (Comptroller) of the Navy, the 
Assistant Secretary (Comptroller) of the 
Army, and the Assistant Secretary (Comp-
troller) of the Air Force, the chief financial 
officer positions, and the Controller of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

DeMint amendment No. 511, to enhance ac-
countability and transparency among var-
ious Executive agencies. 

Toomey/Vitter amendment No. 514, to 
strike the provision relating to the Gov-
ernors and alternate governors of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New York. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the previous order for the 
votes to begin at 11 a.m., there now be 
10 minutes equally divided between the 
two leaders or their designees prior to 
the votes; further, that there be 2 min-
utes equally divided between the votes; 
finally, that all rollcall votes after the 
first vote be 10-minute votes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
will take the 5 minutes on our side. 

Madam President, I rise and join my 
colleagues in strong support of the 
nominations reform package before us 
today. This bipartisan bill and resolu-
tion which we will vote on a bit later 
will effectively change the way the 
Senate does business, and it is long 
past time to do just that. It is not 
often that this body voluntarily takes 
steps to curb its own power. But for the 
good of our democracy, the Senate 
must become more efficient. 

I thank my good friend and col-
league, Senator LAMAR ALEXANDER, 
who has been a driving force behind 
this effort and has been steadfast in his 
resolve to make a change to this body. 
We have worked in a bipartisan way to 
resolve all the differences in a way that 
I would hope the Senate could work 
more often on more pieces of legisla-
tion. 

I also thank the chair and ranking 
members of the Homeland Security 
Committee, Senators LIEBERMAN and 
COLLINS, for their input and expertise 
in drafting this piece of legislation and 
moving it quickly and productively 
through committee. Their impact on 
this process cannot be understated. 

I thank Senator REID, the majority 
leader, and the Republican leader, Sen-
ator MCCONNELL. Back in January, 
when we were negotiating the reforms 
to the body, they set up our working 
group to look into the problem of exec-
utive nominations, and they supported 
and were an active part of our effort. 

The Senate has always been known 
as a cooling saucer, but as of late it has 
become a subzero freezer. Nominees of 
impeccable qualifications and indis-
putable support have been frozen out of 
the confirmation process, and the 
backup in nominations also gridlocks 
other important legislative business. 
That is why the Senate, often known as 
the cooling saucer, is too often now a 
subzero freezer. 

Today, we will be taking a meaning-
ful and important step toward chang-
ing this. The rapid growth of the execu-
tive branch has put unanticipated bur-
dens on the Senate, whose job it is to 
confirm the President’s appointees. 
There is nothing wrong with the Sen-
ate doing a little prioritizing of its 
pending business. 

Today, about one-third of the current 
Senate confirmable positions will now 
either not require confirmation at all 
or will enjoy a streamlined confirma-
tion. By now we all know what S. 679 
and S. Res. 116 do, but what will their 
impact be? 

In short, this package of reform will 
help our government function better. 
One example of this is the working 
group that the bill creates to examine 
a ‘‘smart form’’ to streamline the pa-
perwork submitted by a nominee. A 
nominee may now, today, have to com-
plete three separate financial disclo-
sure forms for the executive and legis-
lative branches. Hopefully, the idea of 
not having to fill out mountains of pa-
perwork will be appealing to prospec-
tive government servants. 

Additionally, this bill and resolution 
we are voting on will help the Senate 
focus more like a laser beam on issues 
affecting the average American, such 
as jobs. The less time committees have 
to spend on nominees, the more time 
they can spend on improving the every-
day life of Americans. 

Over the last several decades we have 
seen an amazing increase in the nomi-
nees we have had to confirm. It has 
gotten out of hand, and that is some-
thing on which both sides can agree. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 23:43 Jun 29, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G29JN6.073 S29JNPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
G

8S
O

Y
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-06T14:27:02-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




