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HONORING DR. RON ANDERSON
FOR RECEIVING THE LIFE-TIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC HOSPITALS AND HEALTH
SYSTEMS

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to salute Dr. Ron An-
derson who was honored in June, 2011 with
the Life-time Achievement Award at the 2011
National Association of Public Hospitals and
Health Systems annual conference in Chi-
cago.

Dr. Ron Anderson, is President and Chief
Executive Officer of Parkland Health & Hos-
pital System in Dallas, Texas. Parkland is con-
sidered the premier public hospital in the
United States. It has served the Dallas County
community since 1894. Dr. Anderson’s leader-
ship, dedication to the underserved, commit-
ment to improving the health care system for
not just his hospital but for the state and na-
tion, is ultimately a byproduct of his passion to
do what’s right for those in need.

Dr. Anderson shaped Parkland with the sup-
port of the Dallas community to be considered
one of the premier public hospitals in the U.S..
and is one of the largest. The system has
made groundbreaking strides in delivery of
care and hospital operations but also is known
for putting theories of public health into appli-
cation by implementing many educational and
preventive programs and concepts such as
community-based health care delivery through
a county-wide clinic network and a mobile
medical program for the homeless.

His 35-year career as a practicing physician
and 26-year career as CEO have seen many
changes in health care, such as nursing short-
ages, new technology, HIPAA (patient privacy
laws), health maintenance organizations, nat-
ural and man-made disasters (plane crashes,
hurricanes, etc.) resulting in the loss of count-
less human lives, and decreases in revenue
streams which often resulted in the cutting or
rationing of services.

Yet Dr. Anderson has always sought out
much more work outside the scope of his job
description for the chance to better help those
in need. Dr. Anderson has long championed
causes that improve health care for the medi-
cally underserved and, as a result, he has be-
come one of the nation’s leading advocates of
health care for the poor.

Throughout his career he has provided
sound advice and experience to legislators of
both parties regarding health care issues. He
has served on the National Health Policy Ini-
tiative to advise the White House on health
care issues as well. Since 1992, he has
served on the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid
and the Uninsured.

His vision of health care for all, regardless
of ability to pay, and his desire to see that
happen have led to groundbreaking changes
to the U.S. health care system. In 1985, he
played a major role in the passage of land-
mark legislation concerning indigent health
care in Texas that banned “patient dumping.”

On behalf of a deeply grateful community, |
want to join with my colleagues in the House
of Representatives in thanking Dr. Ron Ander-
son on a job well done.
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RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT
COLONEL WILLIAM JOHNSON

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2011

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker,
today | recognize and pay tribute to Lieutenant
Colonel William “Will” Johnson, United States
Army, on the occasion of his departure from
the Army House Liaison Office to take Com-
mand of 5th Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Cavalry Division at Fort Hood, Texas. |, and
many other Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, have had the pleasure of working
with him over the past two years that he has
served as a part of the U.S. Army Office of
Legislative Liaison and as a Liaison Officer in
the Army Liaison Office in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Lieutenant Colonel Johnson was commis-
sioned a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artil-
lery from the University of Richmond’s Re-
serve Officer Training Corps in May of 1993.
In January of 1994, he entered active military
service when he attended the Field Artillery
Basic Course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Lieuten-
ant Colonel Johnson’s first unit of assignment
was the 1st Cavalry Division at Fort Hood,
Texas, where he served as a Fire Support Of-
ficer, Platoon Leader, and General’s Aide-de-
Camp.

Upon completion of the Infantry Officer Ad-
vance Course, Lieutenant Colonel Johnson
was assigned to the 3rd Infantry Division at
Fort Stewart, Georgia. During his first time at
Fort Stewart, he served as a Battalion Fire
Support Officer and a Battery Commander.
While a commander, he led his men in combat
during the ground invasion of Irag in 2003,
stopping first in Baghdad and finishing in
Fallujah.

Upon his return from Iraq, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Johnson married the former Jessica M.
Parrish.

After graduation from the Command and
General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, Lieutenant Colonel Johnson was re-
posted at Fort Stewart, Georgia. While living in
Georgia, Will and his wife were blessed with
the birth of their son, Davis. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Johnson deployed once again to Iraq in
2007 as part of the “Surge” serving for 14
months as a Brigade Fire Support Officer and
later as Battalion Operations Officer. Upon re-
turning, Lieutenant Colonel Johnson and his
family moved to the National Capitol Region
for their current assignment in Army Legisla-
tive Liaison. Lieutenant Colonel Johnson was
selected by Representative John M. Spratt, Jr.
as his Department of Defense Military Fellow
in the Second Session of the 111th Congress.

Upon completion of his Fellowship, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Johnson was assigned to the
Army House Liaison Office informing and as-
sisting all the members of this legislative body.
Lieutenant Colonel Johnson has never failed
to impress my colleagues and me with his en-
ergy and dedication to Soldiers, their families,
and the United States Army. He is a superb
representative of Army values.

It is my great honor to congratulate Lieuten-
ant Colonel William “Will” Johnson on his
service to the Army and our Nation and | ask
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the
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outstanding accomplishments of this Soldier,
citizen, and friend.

CONGRATULATING THE COLUMBUS
DISPATCH FOR 140 YEARS

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2011

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate The Columbus Dispatch for 140
years in business as a leading news source in
Ohio. When | am home, | start each morning
at the table with my daughter Sarah, eating
breakfast and reading the Dispatch.

From the inaugural publication on July 1,
1871, to this morning’s edition dropped on my
doorstep in Columbus, the Dispatch has be-
come a staple in Central Ohio as the region’s
daily printed and on-line source for local,
state, national, and international news. With a
proven track record of trustworthy and in-
depth analysis, unbiased relaying of the facts,
and heartfelt community editorials the Dis-
patch exemplifies excellence in reporting.

The important events of the past 140 years
have been delivered into the homes of our
community by the Dispatch. The paper relayed
the sinking of the Titanic and the outbreak of
WWI. It told of the tragedies of Pearl Harbor
and gave us hope after September 11, 2001.
And the paper has celebrated our local vic-
tories with us, like the Buckeyes National
Football Championship in 2002.

Since 1905, the Wolfe family has owned
and operated the newspaper, allowing it to be-
come one of the most widely read newspapers
in the nation. To the Wolfe family and all Dis-
patch employees, | offer my congratulations
and may your next 140 years be as inform-
ative, innovative, and inspiring as your first.

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THE BOYES HOT
SPRINGS POST OFFICE

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with my colleague, Representative MIKE
THOMPSON, to honor the 100th birthday of an
important community institution, the Boyes Hot
Springs Post Office. On July 8, 1911, the
Sonoma Index Tribune reported that “A.D.
Graham of Graham’s Cash Store received the
appointment as post master of Boyes Springs.
Located at his store.”

The store, lost in a 1923 fire along with
most of the town, was near the train depot at
Boyes Boulevard and the Sonoma Highway
(Hwy 12). After rapid rebuilding, the post office
was located in the Woodleaf Store (now a
diner that is part of the Sonoma Mission Inn)
until 1951 when its current site was built at the
Plaza Center at Boyes Boulevard and Sonoma
Highway.

This site, previously known as the Boyes
Springs Plaza, had been the scene of street
parties and fiestas. Now, redevelopment plans
include a public plaza in the surrounding
space, reviving it as a place for celebration.
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Boyes Hot Springs has a lively history, inte-
gral to the fabric of the Sonoma Valley. For-
merly the center of a great resort area, it
hosted thousands of visitors during its heyday.
There were dozens of resorts, from small
motor courts to the grand Sonoma Mission
Inn. The Boyes Bath House boasted the sec-
ond largest indoor swimming pool in the coun-
try. And, for many years, the area was a train-
ing ground for professional football and base-
ball teams such as the Cleveland Browns and
the San Francisco Seals.

After the demise of the passenger railroad,
the area still thrived with the construction of
the Golden Gate Bridge and the rise of the
automobile. Boyes Springs real estate man
L.E. “Bud” Castner was one of the first direc-
tors of the Golden Gate Bridge District.

In the 1960s, as the resorts faded, Boyes
Hot Springs faded a bit as well. Community
pride, however, never waned. The area be-
came attractive in the 1980s and 1990s to
home buyers who were priced out of the Bay
Area market. Attracted by its rural charm, they
purchased its large stock of charming cottages
to rehabilitate. At the same time, the popu-
lation of Mexican immigrants grew, attracted
principally by the grape growing and wine
businesses.

To old timers and new residents alike, the
post office is the center of the community.
Since most of the surrounding streets receive
no mail delivery, residents make a daily trip to
the post office where they catch up on the lat-
est local news with their friends and neigh-
bors. The immigrant population relies on it for
communication with their families back home.
The postal workers are personally known to
all, a part of the broader community family.

Mr. Speaker, the community is hosting a
celebration to honor this anniversary. In the
words of one of the organizers, Michael Acker
of the Springs Community Alliance, it will “sa-
lute the past, show appreciation for service,
and look to the future with hope.” Please join
us in honoring the centennial of the Boyes Hot
Springs Post Office.
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IN HONOR OF DR. LARRY EUGENE
RIVERS, PRESIDENT OF FORT
VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2011

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a great leader in higher edu-
cation in Georgia—someone who has been
committed to improving the lives of young men
and women throughout his career. Dr. Larry
Rivers recently marked his fifth anniversary as
the President of Fort Valley State University
(FVSU), and what a remarkable 5 years it has
been.

Dr. Rivers was born in the suburbs of Phila-
delphia and graduated from what was then
Fort Valley State College. After earning a
master’s degree in history from Villanova Uni-
versity, and a Doctor of Arts degree in history
from Carnegie-Mellon University, he went on
to teach at Florida A&M University for more
than 20 years and earned the rank of “distin-
guished university professor,” one of only two
on the campus.

He returned to his alma mater in 2006, and
in 5 short years, FVSU has experienced a re-
markable turnaround under Dr. Rivers’ leader-
ship. Student enroliment is at the highest point
in the 115-year history of the university. Since
2006, the university invested $160 million in
new construction projects that are trans-
forming the campus with additional buildings
to accommodate more students and new re-
search facilities. And FVSU now offers new
undergraduate courses and master's degrees
in fields such as biotechnology, teaching, and
early childhood development that will provide
the education and training our future leaders
need to compete in a 21st century economy.

Because of FVSU’s progress, the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools recently
reaffirmed the university’s accreditation, and
the school was ranked 25th on U.S. News and
World Report’s list of “America’s Best Black
Colleges.”
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To meet the demands of FVSU’s growth,
the City of Fort Valley has modernized its in-
frastructure through several rural development
grants and wastewater reclamation projects.
These fundamental improvements will attract
new businesses to Southwest Georgia that are
looking to take advantage of the talented indi-
viduals FVSU is producing each and every
year.

Dr. Rivers has earned well-deserved praise
for his efforts at FVSU. Georgia Trend maga-
zine recognized him as one of the “100 Most
Influential Georgians” and one of Georgia’s
“Top 25 Leaders” in its 25th Anniversary
issue. While the transformation at FVSU is re-
markable, | know Dr. Rivers will not rest until
FVSU is ranked 1st.

As Thomas Jefferson once said, “Univer-
sities are based on the illimitable freedom of
the human mind.” | am confident that under
the leadership of Dr. Larry Rivers, we will con-
tinue to expand the minds of our young men
and women and educate the leaders of tomor-
row.

————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2219) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012,
and for other purposes:

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Chair, | submit
the following table on H.R. 2219, a bill making
appropriations for the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012.
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