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The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from New York is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NADLER. I will be brief.

First of all, I'm told that the amount
in the bill here, $200 million, is essen-
tially the amount that is being spent
now; so this is not really a reduction.
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Secondly, I just want to add one
thing to what the gentlelady from Min-
nesota said. Over the break we just
had, I went to a food pantry operated
by a church on Coney Island. There was
a line out the door of about 70 or 80
people. They were giving food packets 3
days out of every month; 3 days out of
every month, and trying to figure out
how to scrounge enough money to give
food packets 4 days out of every
month. And, of course, we are cutting
the budget for Women, Infants and
Children. We are cutting the budget for
food aid. We are cutting the budget for
food stamps. We can maintain the mili-
tary bands and not expand them. We
have to keep this in perspective.

Yes, I love John Philip Sousa. I love
military bands. I love marching bands.
But people have to eat. And we are
being savaged in the budget that we
are passing and in the negotiations on
the debt ceiling. We are being savaged
on things for people to eat.

This seems the least we can do.

Mr. CARTER. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. NADLER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. CARTER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

I hear what you’re saying about these
good programs that are being cut and
reduced. And if this actually put
money in the pockets of those pro-
grams, it would be one thing. But the
facts are that the cuts that we do here
do not change any amount of spending
that the DOD does. These people con-
tinue to have military jobs, and they
continue to get a paycheck.

Mr. NADLER. Reclaiming my time,
the limitation in the bill will simply
make sure that it doesn’t expand. The
fact is that with all of the negotiations
going on and the debt ceiling and ev-
erything else, there is going to be pres-
sure to cut everything. This amend-
ment simply says we can expand here
even though we are cutting far more
important things. I think the language
in the bill is sufficient. The committee
did a wise job. I urge opposition to the
amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CARTER).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam
Chairman, I move that the Committee
do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. CAR-
TER) having assumed the chair, Mrs.
MILLER of Michigan, Acting Chair of
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the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 2219) making
appropriations for the Department of
Defense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———
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REAFFIRMING COMMITMENT TO
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 268) re-
affirming the United States commit-
ment to a negotiated settlement of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict through di-
rect Israeli-Palestinian mnegotiations,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 268

Whereas the policy of the United States
since 2002 has been to support a two-state so-
lution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict;

Whereas a true and lasting peace between
Israel and the Palestinians can only be
achieved through direct negotiations be-
tween the parties and acceptance of each
other’s right to exist;

Whereas Palestine Liberation Organization
Chair Yassir Arafat pledged in a letter to
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on
September 9, 1993, that ‘all outstanding
issues relating to permanent status will be
resolved through negotiations’ a pledge that
served as a critical basis for the Israeli-PLO
Declaration of Principles signed 4 days later;

Whereas the unity agreement signed by
Fatah and Hamas on May 4, 2011, was
reached without Hamas being required to re-
nounce violence, accept Israel’s right to
exist, and accept prior agreements made by
the Palestinians (the ‘‘Quartet conditions’’);

Whereas Hamas, an organization respon-
sible for the death of more than 500 innocent
civilians, including 24 United States citizens,
has been designated by the United States
Government as a Foreign Terrorist Organiza-
tion and a specially designated terrorist or-
ganization;

Whereas Hamas kidnapped and has held
Israeli sergeant Gilad Shalit in captivity in
violation of international norms since June
25, 2006;

Whereas Hamas continues to forcefully re-
ject the possibility of peace with Israel;

Whereas Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has accepted a two-state solution
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and has
consistently advocated for immediate direct
negotiations with the Palestinians, who, in
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turn, have prevented negotiations by insist-
ing on unprecedented pre-conditions;

Whereas, on April 22, 2009, Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton stated, ‘“We
will not deal with nor in any way fund a Pal-
estinian government that includes Hamas
unless and until Hamas has renounced vio-
lence, recognized Israel and agreed to follow
the previous obligations of the Palestinian
Authority’’;

Whereas United States Ambassador to the
United Nations, Susan Rice, stated on Feb-
ruary 18, 2011, that it was ‘“‘unwise’ for the
United Nations to attempt to resolve key
issues between the Israelis and Palestinians;

Whereas Palestinian leaders are pursuing a
coordinated strategy to seek recognition of a
Palestinian state within the United Nations
and directly from foreign governments;

Whereas, on December 15, 2010, the House
adopted House Resolution 1765, which re-
affirmed that the House of Representatives
supports a negotiated solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict resulting in two states,
a democratic, Jewish state of Israel and a
viable, democratic Palestinian state, living
side-by-side in peace, security, and mutual
recognition and opposes any attempt to es-
tablish or seek recognition of a Palestinian
state outside of an agreement negotiated be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians;

Whereas current United States law pre-
cludes assistance to a Palestinian Authority
which shares power with Hamas unless that
Authority publicly accepts Israel’s right to
exist and adheres to all prior agreements and
understandings with the United States and
Israel;

Whereas the United States annually pro-
vides more than $550 million annually and
has provided more than $3.5 billion cumula-
tively in direct bilateral assistance to the
Palestinians, who are among the world’s
largest recipients of foreign aid per capita;

Whereas United States aid to the Palestin-
ians is predicated on a good faith commit-
ment from the Palestinians to the peace
process including direct negotiations with
Israel;

Whereas Palestinian abandonment of the
Quartet conditions and inclusion of Hamas
in a government would jeopardize the posi-
tive steps the Palestinian Authority has
taken in building institutions and improving
security in the West Bank in recent years;
and

Whereas efforts to form a unity govern-
ment without accepting the Quartet condi-
tions, to bypass negotiations and unilater-
ally declare a Palestinian state, or to appeal
to the United Nations or other international
forums, or directly to foreign governments
for recognition of a Palestinian state, violate
the underlying principles of the Oslo Ac-
cords, the Road Map, and other relevant Mid-
dle East peace process agreements, all of
which require resolution of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict through direct negotiations
only: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms its strong support for a nego-
tiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict resulting in two states, a demo-
cratic, Jewish state of Israel and a viable,
democratic Palestinian state, living side-by-
side in peace, security, and mutual recogni-
tion;

(2) states its firm belief that any Pales-
tinian unity government must publicly and
formally forswear terrorism, accept Israel’s
right to exist, and reaffirm previous agree-
ments made with Israel;

(3) reiterates its strong opposition to any
attempt to establish or seek recognition of a
Palestinian state outside of an agreement
negotiated between Israel and the Palestin-
ians;
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