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return to the mountain. These hard-
working men also built many park
structures still in use today including
the Blue Blazes Contact Station which
is now the Catoctin Mountain Park
Visitor Center, Camp Round Meadow
and Camp Misty Mount.

The legacy of the hard work of these
Depression-era CCC and PWA workers
lives on today and will continue to be
enjoyed for years to come.

President Roosevelt personally expe-
rienced the success of the CCC and
WPA at Catoctin on many occasions.
This is because one major component
of the Works Progress Administra-
tion’s at Catoctin was to build Hi-Ca-
toctin camp for Federal Government
agents, now known as Camp David.

FDR hosted Winston Churchill at Ca-
toctin in May of 1943 and every Presi-
dent since FDR has made use of Camp
David. Perhaps most famously is Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter who brought Egyp-
tian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli
Prime Minister Menachem Begin to
Camp David where he brokered the
Camp David Peace Accords in Sep-
tember of 1978. But many Presidents
and their families go to Camp David,
for the same reason everyone else does,
to simply enjoy the spectacular out-
door recreational opportunities the
park has to offer.

More than 80,000 visitors a year come
to Catoctin Mountain Park to experi-
ence the park’s extensive trail system,
scenic vistas, and terrific camping op-
portunities. When hiking around Chim-
ney Rock or the old Whiskey Still or
Sawmill it is not uncommon for visi-
tors to see white tail deer, wild turkey,
coyotes, dozens of species of songbirds
or even the occasional black bear.

With further dwindling resources for
the National Park Service it has be-
come increasing challenging for the
NPS to manage the park resources.
Invasive species like the emerald ashe
bore threaten the health of the park’s
forest and the sustainability of park
habitat for the wildlife that make the
park so popular. It is essential that
Congress and the Federal Government
recognize the importance of preserving
these natural resources. That is why I
have been a staunch champion for
robustly funding the National Park
Service because I believe the treasures
the NPS work to protect for the
public’s enjoyment and enrichment is
invaluable and it is the responsibility
of the Federal government to do this
work.

Despite tough fiscal times, the lead-
ership at Catoctin Mountain Park is
doing an outstanding job providing fun
and educational activities for park
visitors and have put together a wide
range of special programs and activi-
ties to celebrate the park’s 75 anniver-
sary.

I congratulate Catoctin Mountain
Park and the National Park Service for
75 wonderful years and encourage my
colleagues to take a trip to experience
this wonderful located in the backyard
of your home away from home just out-
side of Washington.e
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CONGRATULATING SISTERS OF
THE PRESENTATION

e Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, with great honor, I con-
gratulate the Aberdeen congregation of
the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary who are in the
process of celebrating their 125 years of
service.

Founded on December 25, 1775 by
Nano Nagle in Cork, Ireland, with the
mission to educate poor children and
minister to the sick, the Sisters of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary retain a strong dedication to
their founding principle of providing
for people’s unmet needs. Arriving in
the Dakota Territory from Dublin, Ire-
land, in 1880, the Sisters of the Presen-
tation endured the hardship of isola-
tion and harsh weather to teach the
children of the early settlers of South
Dakota.

Teaching and healing remain the
foundation of the work performed by
the Presentation Sisters. Today the
sisters have expanded their work into
less traditional forms. From teaching
the young to counseling individuals in
spiritual growth, the services provided
by the Sisters have grown steadily out-
side the classroom to provide deeper
healing. Assisting in such healing has
also led the Sisters to become involved
in a wide range of activities-from walk-
ing alongside those with HIV to facili-
tating healing and counsel to individ-
uals after traumatic life events. In ad-
dition, the Sisters continue to sponsor
Presentation College and Avera Health,
along with having sisters actively en-
gaged in those ministries.

While recognizing the need to adapt
to the changing needs of those they
serve, the common thread that binds
all the work the Sisters perform is
their steadfast adherence to their apos-
tolic tradition of joyfully going where
the calls of need ring out most loudly.
They are guided in this mission by the
words of Bishop Walsh who advocated
for the need to go where they are need-
ed, but not necessarily wanted, and
stay until they are wanted but no
longer needed.

I am proud to have this opportunity
to honor the Aberdeen Congregation of
the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary for 125 years of ex-
emplary service. It is an honor for me
to share with my colleagues the strong
commitment the Sisters of the Blessed
Virgin of Mary have demonstrated over
these many years. I strongly commend
their years of hard work and dedica-
tion, and I am very pleased that their
substantial efforts are being publicly
honored and celebrated.e

———

STRANDBURG, SOUTH DAKOTA

e Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, today I wish to recognize
the community of Strandburg, SD, on
reaching the 125th anniversary of its
founding. Strandburg is a community
that embodies the spirit of hospitality,
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beauty, and an exceptional quality of
life that is well known in South Da-
kota. The people of Strandburg cele-
brated this momentous occasion on the
weekend of July 2-3.

The city of Strandburg was settled in
1886 and named after the town’s first
homesteader John Strandburg. John
was the man that applied for a post of-
fice to be opened in Strandburg, and
served as the first postmaster. With
the help of the railroad, Strandburg
soon prospered and grew like many
South Dakota towns of the time.

Today, Strandburg has come a long
way from its beginning days. The town
is currently working on developing the
old town gymnasium to a new commu-
nity center as an effort to bring the
community closer. The beautiful and
historic Swedish Lutheran Church still
stands today and is known as the Tabor
Lutheran Church, and was, recognized
on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1978.

Residents of Strandburg plan to com-
memorate the anniversary with many
community events including a craft
show, wagon train, and parade. On Sun-
day the community will come together
in the historic Tabor Lutheran Church
for a service to conclude the celebra-
tion.

South Dakota’s small communities
are the bedrock of our economy and
vital to the future of our state. Towns
like Strandburg and its citizens truly
know what it means to be South Dako-
tan, and I am proud to honor
Strandburg on this historic milestone.®

REMEMBERING CHARLOTTE
BLOOMBERG

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, most
New Yorkers knew Charlotte
Bloomberg as Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s spirited, independent
mother whose example shined through
in her son.

But for us in Massachusetts, Mrs.
Bloomberg was a presence and a fixture
in a city where neighborhood ties run
deep—Medford. There she was known
and loved as a schoolteacher, a commu-
nity icon, and a beloved and caring
friend.

Mrs. Bloomberg passed away at her
home in Medford, in the same house
that she turned into a home with her
husband and children. In his farewell,
Mayor Bloomberg remembered his
mother for her ‘‘constant love.” In
Medford, Mrs. Bloomberg’s generosity
in sharing caring and compassion was
well known. Charlotte Bloomberg
showered attention on her neighbors
and friends, and her modesty, her
grace, and unflagging energy was infec-
tious. She was a fixture at the Temple
Shalom, which the Bloombergs founded
and where she served as copresident
well into her eighties. Neighbors re-
member that they could always count
on Mrs. Bloomberg to be one of the
first people to arrive for Friday serv-
ices because she wanted the chance to
say hello to everyone, especially the
children.
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