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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Chair, the Energy and
Water Development Appropriations bill is yet
another glaring example of the flawed nature
of the Republican budget. To try to meet their
unrealistic goal of reducing the deficit solely
through domestic non-defense discretionary
spending cuts, Republicans are proposing to
make crippling cuts to our national investment
in improving energy efficiency and the devel-
opment of renewable energy sources.

These cuts will only serve to make our Na-
tion more dependent on the coal, oil, and gas
interests that own the Republican Party and
more dependent on importing our energy from
insecure foreign sources. Meanwhile, our glob-
al competitors recognize that this is an area in
which there are many gains to be made and
they are investing heavily to develop their own
renewable resources and promote domestic
economic and job growth.

Investment in clean energy is much more
cost effective than continued giveaways to the
oil and gas industry—the Commerce Depart-
ment has found that clean energy generates
17 jobs for every $1 million spent on it, com-
pared to just 5 jobs for every $1 million we
throw at an oil and gas industry that doesn’t
need subsidies but continues to fight for sub-
sidies and tax breaks.

As a representative from Silicon Valley, |
hear every day from the companies in and
around my district about how renewable en-
ergy sources like solar, wind, fuel cells, and
hydrokinetic are the wave of the future. To
reach their full potential, these sources must
be enabled by basic science underlying new
energy technologies, by the development of
advanced batteries for electricity storage and
through improved energy efficiency across the
board, through solid state lighting tech-
nologies, building technologies, and smarter
electronic devices that know when to reduce
their energy consumption.

These fields are where the jobs are—
WIRED magazine asked the professional net-
working service LinkedIn to survey its mem-
bers who have switched industries in the last
5 years, and what it found was that the growth
in Renewables and the Environment was 56.8
percent, far more than any other. The Silicon
Valley Leadership Group, an organization of
influential high-tech CEOs, includes ‘“greater
deployment of clean energy and clean tech-
nology coupled with investments in energy ef-

ficiency” in its federal policy agenda, because
they know it “will contribute to this objective
[energy independence] while generating hun-
dreds of thousands of new, sustainable jobs
here in the United States.”

Sadly, this Energy and Water Development
Appropriations bill does not reflect these im-
portant priorities. Instead, it provides only $1.3
billion for Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy programs, 27 percent below the cur-
rent funding level and 59 percent below the
President's Budget Request. Funding is
slashed for many activities: solar energy, 64
percent below the President’s request; fuel ef-
ficient vehicle technologies, 57 percent below
the President’s request; building technologies,
68 percent below the President’s request; bio-
mass and bio-refinery research and develop-
ment, 56 percent below the President’s re-
quest; home weatherization assistance, nearly
90 percent below the President’s request; and
the Advanced Research Projects Agency—En-
ergy, 82 percent below the President's re-
quest.

The unrealistic Republican budget has left
us with an allocation for this bill that is too
small for our Nation’s needs, and too small to
offer meaningful amendments to improve
these woefully inadequate funding levels. To
make matters worse, Republicans have been
so driven by ideology that they required the
chairman to include an offset in this bill for
emergency spending to deal with recovery
from the storms and flooding along the Mis-
sissippi River, an offset that would gut our na-
tional investment in High Speed Rail. This re-
quirement marks yet another way in which this
Energy and Water Development bill would
take our Nation backwards, away from achiev-
ing a sustainable future.

We need to do better than this bill. We need
to aggressively pursue clean energy while we
still have control of the game, before it is too
late and our climate has changed forever, we
are running out of oil, and we are running out
of time. Silicon Valley is ready to lead, we just
need the rest of the Nation to join us. | oppose
this bill because it fails our Nation.

————————

HONORING LUPUS AND COMMU-
NITY EMPOWERING SUPPORT OR-
GANIZATION

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 11, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following proclamation.

Whereas, In 2003, Ms. Kim Schofield found-
ed the Lupus And Community Empowering
Support organization better known as
“LACES”; and

Whereas, LACES is an organization that
continues to serve those who live with or are
affected by the chronic autoimmune disorder
lupus, by empowering patients, bringing atten-
tion to the disease, and leading the way to
find a cure through research; and

Whereas, today LACES sponsors its 3rd
Annual Ride 4 Lupus Motorcycle ride to raise
awareness and funds to assist individuals liv-
ing with lupus; and

Whereas, this unique organization has given
of themselves tirelessly and unconditionally to
advocate for our citizens and their families
who battle lupus; and

Whereas, LACES continues to serve our
county, state and country by being the sword
and shield for those who live with lupus, en-
couraging better treatments, funding research
and educating people about the disease to
help heal families and strengthen our resolve
to find a cure; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize LACES for their
outstanding service to our District;

Now therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, JR. do hereby proclaim July 9, 2011 as
Lupus And Community Empowering Support
Day in the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 9th day of July, 2011.

HONORING EVA LYNN GANS

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 11, 2011

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor my dear friend, Eva Lynn
Gans, outgoing president of the Jewish Center
of Teaneck and a dedicated leader of the Jew-
ish community in northern New Jersey.

Throughout her tenure as president, Eva’s
inspired leadership and unwavering devotion
has been instrumental in strengthening the
Jewish Center of Teaneck and moving the
synagogue toward a bright future. She has
guided the center’s transition from what was
an independent traditional/conservative Jewish
congregation to a fully Orthodox congregation,
which puts the center in a great position to
benefit from exciting new growth in the Tea-
neck community. With nearly 80 years of serv-
ing the community, the Center is Teaneck’s
first and oldest Jewish house of worship, and
Eva is its first-ever female president. She is no
stranger to this particular accomplishment,
having also been the first woman to serve as
president of the Endowment Foundation of the
United Jewish Appeal (UJA) Federation of
Bergen County and its successor organization,
UJA Federation of Northern New Jersey; as
well as the first female Campaign Chairman
for the Bergen County Federation. Addition-
ally, Ms. Gans has served as the Women'’s Di-
vision President of the United Jewish Commu-
nities (UJC) of Bergen County.

Eva Lynn Gans is a proven local leader, yet
she also works to strengthen the Jewish com-
munity on the national level and abroad. She
is a member of the Board of Trustees for the
Jewish Federation of North America, as well
as several national committees. She has trav-
eled to Israel an impressive 26 times since
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