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Therefore, I, TERRI SEWELL, Rep-
resentative to the United States Con-
gress from the Seventh District of Ala-
bama, do hereby recognize Mr. Fred D.
Williams III for his numerous contribu-
tions to the City of Selma, Alabama. I
ask those present today to join me in
honoring Fred D. Williams III for his
retirement and commending him for
his many achievements on behalf of the
State of Alabama.

———
THE DEBT CEILING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) for 56 minutes.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I came
to the House floor today to talk about
the big deal. Every time I open up a
newspaper, Mr. Speaker, this week it’s
been talking about the big deal, the big
deal that’s going on at the White
House.

I want to set the record straight here
today. The big deal happened right
here on the floor of this House, when
the only budget that’s passed in all of
Washington, D.C., all year long, cut-
ting $6 trillion in spending, was passed
by this body, Mr. Speaker. That’s the
big deal—$6 trillion agreed upon by
this United States House of Represent-
atives. Now, I know down at the White
House they are talking about the big
deal is 3 trillion in spending cuts, 6
trillion, Mr. Speaker. The big deal
started right here now.

You know, Mr. Speaker, I am a big
fan of the open process that we have
had in this House where every single
Member of the United States House of
Representatives come here and have
their voices heard, offer their ideas,
offer their opinions, and that happened
in our voting process, Mr. Speaker.

I have a vote tally here from that
week of voting on the budget. The Con-
gressional Black Caucus budget came
to the floor of this House, was debated,
considered. It received 103 affirmative
votes, 103. The Republican Study Com-
mittee budget came, debated in this
House, 119 affirmative budgets. The
Progressive Caucus budget came, 77 af-
firmative votes. Congressman VAN
HOLLEN brought a Democratic alter-
native, 166 affirmative votes.

The only budget to get 218 votes, Mr.
Speaker, was the House Budget Com-
mittee budget with 235 ‘“‘yes’ votes, 235.
Now, that’s a budget that was laid out
line item by line item by line item, so
absolutely everyone in America could
see what it was that we were doing to
achieve these savings to change the di-
rection of our borrowing and our spend-
ing.

Now, no one even introduced the
President’s budget in this body, Mr.
Speaker. No one offered it. Now the
Senate brought the President’s budget
to a vote, and it was defeated 0-97. The
United States Senate, Mr. Speaker, de-
feated the President’s budget 0-97.

Now, they brought the House-passed
budget up over there. They couldn’t
pass that either. It received 40 affirma-
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tive votes, but they still couldn’t pass
the budget. As my colleague said ear-
lier, it’s been over 800 days since the
Senate has passed a budget.

Now, I know the President has come
back out and he has talked about some
alternatives, some things he would do
differently from the budget that he of-
fered in February, differently from
that budget that got zero votes in the
Senate. And in a Budget Committee
hearing the other day, we asked the
Congressional Budget Office Director
what’s the score on the President’s new
plan. And the office told us, Mr. Speak-
er, that they can’t score a speech. I
think that’s true.

There is a lot of talk in this town,
but there is a not a lot of line item by
line item by line item putting your
name, your money, and your vote by
where your priorities are. But this
House did it, Mr. Speaker. We are the
only body in town to do it. It’s the only
budget in town to pass and it’s the big
deal, $6 trillion over 10 years to help
try to get this country back on track.

I want to say, Mr. Speaker, it did it
by not cutting one penny from the ben-
efits that seniors are receiving today,
not one, so that seniors, even those
over b5, Mr. Speaker, would continue to
receive the same Medicare program
that seniors are receiving today; so
those over 55 would receive the same
Social Security benefits as those folks
who are receiving those benefits today.
I cannot believe, when I open up the
front page of the newspaper, I hear
folks talking about Social Security
benefits might not go out the door, vet-
erans benefits might not go out the
door.

Mr. Speaker, we have a plan that this
body passed that gets those checks out
the door. It is responsible in that it cut
$6 trillion in spending. It is responsible
in that it bends the budget curve going
forward over the next 10 years and it
gets those checks out the door.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know what’s
going to happen over the next 3 weeks.
I don’t know where this town is going
to go. This town is a tough town to pre-
dict. But I know that this House has
put its mark in the sand. This House
has brought every single Budget Com-
mittee alternative that was offered to
this floor. We voted on each and every
one, and the only one to pass this
House was the big deal, $6 trillion, and
it gets our seniors and our troops paid
on August 3.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to rally around that and let’s
give the American people what they de-
serve, and that’s some certainty in the
budget process.

————
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THE UNEMPLOYED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues, as we have the opportunity to
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debate whether or not our brave young
men and women are fighting in wars in
foreign lands that have not been ap-
proved by the Congress, as we talk in
terms of trillions of dollars as to the
national debt that we have acquired
and think of ways that we can reduce
it, and as we look at our revenue code
and recognize that it is just so totally
unfair and should be reformed and re-
vamped, millions of people have awak-
ened this morning unable to really con-
sider these important issues because
they are without work. Millions of peo-
ple have lost their self-esteem, have
lost their jobs, and some have lost
their health insurance. Many have lost
theirs homes, others have pulled their
kids out of college, cars have been lost
for inability to pay, and creditors have
been just nightmares to them.

Included in this vast amount of peo-
ple are African Americans, many who
have served this country, hardworking
people that find themselves not at the
9.2 so-called unemployment rate but at
a 16 percent unemployment rate. And
this doesn’t take into account the mil-
lions of people, and especially African
Americans, that know that there are
no jobs for them. And to be going to
the unemployment office just to be
counted among the faceless unem-
ployed doesn’t make sense.

Included among them are veterans
that have fought for this country.
Some have come home with physical
and mental problems, but they have
not received the support or the transi-
tional aid that’s necessary for them to
assimilate in a work market that has
no jobs. So many of these people have
worked in local establishments, in our
butcher shops, our cleaners and our
shoe repair, and they are without work.
So many of them are women that have
toiled and raised their families without
the assistance of anyone else, and they
too are without work and without
hope.

As we think about these people and
think about reduction of our spending,
we find that Medicare, Medicaid, and
Social Security seems to be constantly
referred to as entitlements, and people
talk about that it has to be protected.
So many mayors and Governors are
talking about how they too have to cut
their budgets. And so many African
Americans, for reasons that I do not
have to go into, have sought public
service as a way of life because of the
security that’s involved in it. And so
when we talk about cutting the budget
and cutting the services that are pro-
vided, we’re talking about a larger
number of minorities that will be los-
ing their jobs as a result of budget cut-
ting, whether we’re talking about
teachers or policemen or clerks that
work in the city halls or the commu-
nities that have Governors that have
slashed back their jobs, but certainly
as we talk about Medicaid and Medi-
care, we’re talking about hospitals.
And all of you know, no matter where
you come from, that you see a large
number of African Americans working
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