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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 18, 2011

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 137 | was detained off the House floor
during this 2 minute vote series and was un-
able to cast my vote before the vote was
closed. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes.”

——————

THE RECENT TRAGEDY IN CYPRUS

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 18, 2011

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ex-
press support and sympathy for the people of
Cyprus about the tragedy that recently oc-
curred in one of their naval bases, killing 13
people and injuring dozens more. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the people of
Cyprus at this extremely difficult time.

This tragic story begins with a courageous
act of international leadership by the govern-
ment of Cyprus. In January 2009, a Cypriot-
flagged merchant ship was illegally trans-
porting arms from Iran to Syria, when it was
called to port by the Cypriot government. Act-
ing on their suspicions, Cypriot forces arrested
the sailors aboard the ship, seized the arms,
and stored them at the Evangelos Florakis
Naval Base in Zygi, Cyprus, where they had
been kept until now.

On Monday, July 11, the gunpowder in
these containers was ignited by a brush fire
and exploded. Thirteen Cypriots were killed in
this massive explosion and fire, including the
commander of the Cypriot navy, Andreas
loannides, and the commander of the base,
Lambros Lambrou. The explosion also dam-
aged the most important power plant in Cy-
prus, which normally supplies 60 percent of
the electricity for the island, causing wide-
spread blackouts, reducing water supply, and
threatening the nation’s economy.

This tragic event is made only more so by
the fact that it began with such a great act of
leadership on the part of the Cypriot govern-
ment. | know my colleagues join me in extend-
ing our deepest appreciation to the Cypriot
government for the actions they took to stop
the illegal arms shipment and in expressing
our deepest condolences for those who lost
their lives and all those who were harmed by
this tragic event.

We stand ready to assist the Cypriot people
to recover from this accident and look forward
to many more years of working together to ad-
vance the cause of world peace.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOHN GLENN

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 18, 2011

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ex-
tend my very best birthday wishes to the Hon-
orable John Glenn of Ohio on the occasion of
his 90th birthday.

John Glenn is an American hero and a true
legend. It is difficult to believe that today he is
celebrating his 90th birthday. He is a hero in
war, a hero in peace and remains a hero in
the hearts of his countrymen.

Growing up in New Concord, Ohio, and at-
tending Muskingum College, he was on his
way to his girlfriend Annie’s organ recital at
Brown Chapel when he heard the news that
Pearl Harbor had been attacked. That
changed their lives and changed America for-
ever.

His incomparable life of service began as a
Marine Corps fighter pilot flying the F4U Cor-
sair in the South Pacific in World Il and the
FOF Panther and F-86 Sabrejet in Korea. In
1957, as part of Project Bullet, he made the
first supersonic transcontinental flight from
California to New York in a F8U Crusader.

In 1959, he was chosen by the recently es-
tablished National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) as one of the original
seven astronauts for Project Mercury. Next
February will be the 50th Anniversary of John
Glenn’s orbital flight aboard Friendship Seven.
Just last month John Glenn and Scott Car-
penter, the only two surviving Mercury Astro-
nauts reunited at the Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum in Washington, D.C., to
recollect and discuss their historic flights and
America’s Space program.

Of course we all know that John Glenn did
not end his public service at that point. In
1974 he became a U.S Senator from Ohio
and served for 24 years. In 1997, John Glenn
announced his retirement from the Senate
stating that there was no cure for the common
birthday. Nonetheless, in 1998, he returned to
space aboard the Space Shuttle Discovery at
age 77 to study the effects of space flight on
seniors.

You can be sure that John Glenn doesn’t
stand still. He worked to establish the John
Glenn School of Public Affairs at The Ohio
State University and he served as Chairman
of the National Commission on Math and
Science Teaching for the 21st Century.

| have been honored to join him on many
occasions at public events in Ohio. He is
clearly on the side of maintaining our commit-
ment to the manned space program and dis-
appointed with the decision to end the Space
Shuttle Program.

At 90 he is recovering from a knee replace-
ment but still pilots his own plane and admits
that his greatest success was not war, space,
or politics but 68 years of marriage to his
childhood sweetheart, Annie.

Happy Birthday John Glenn. We wish you
and Annie all the best.

Mr. Speaker , | ask unanimous consent that
a column by Connie Shultz of the Cleveland
Plain Dealer be printed following my remarks.

[From the Cleveland Plain Dealer, July 18,
2011]
JOHN GLENN TURNS 90: AN APPRECIATION
(By Connie Schultz)

Happy birthday, John Glenn

Two summers ago, John and Annie Glenn
loaded up their Cadillac, pulled out of their
driveway in Columbus and headed west for
8,400 miles of unscheduled adventure.

“We’d seen the Northwest from the air, but
we’d never experienced it on the ground,”
John said. ‘“We wanted to explore from the
road.”

For a month, they stopped when they felt
like it. They took detours whenever the spir-
it moved them. They made hotel reserva-
tions one day at a time, from the road.

“It was like one long date,”” Annie told me
after their return. “We just enjoy each oth-
er’s company so much.”

John was 88 at the time. Annie was 89.
They’d been married 66 years by then.

John Glenn—World War II veteran, the
first American to orbit the Earth and Ohio’s
U.S. senator for 24 years—turns 90 today.

He seems unmoved by the milestone.

“Well, you know what they say,”’ he said
from his hospital room, where he is recov-
ering from knee surgery. “‘If I'd known I was
going to live this long, I would have taken
better care of myself.”

If there is any person whom Americans—
particularly Ohioans—expect to be hale and
hearty at 90, it’s John Glenn.

He was 77, after all, when he launched into
space for the second time, on the space shut-
tle Discovery. Not the normal retirement
trajectory for a septuagenarian.

To commemorate John’s 90th birthday,
LIFE.com has posted an online gallery of 25
previously unpublished photos of Glenn. It is
worth a visit, for the photographic glimpses
into a fascinating life, and time, in America,
and for the narrative that unfolds through
the captions, such as this one from a 1964
interview with John:

A lot of people ask . . . why a man is will-
ing to risk [everything] on something like
this. Well, we’ve got to do it. We’re going
into an age of exploration that will be bigger
than anything the world has ever seen. I
guess I'm putting my family up against some
risks. I could do other jobs, which might in-
crease my life expectancy. But this could
help my kids, too. I want them to be better
off than I was as a young man. With risks,
you gain.

John Glenn is still a champion for space
exploration. I talked to him on Saturday,
four days after his surgery. He was still in
the hospital, in some discomfort but refusing
to complain.

Until I asked how he felt about the recent
end of the U.S. space shuttle program, that
is.
“I could talk to you for three hours about
that,” he said. ‘“The space station is the
most unique laboratory we’ve ever built. The
reason we have it is to do research on mate-
rials, people, medical matters, pharma-
ceuticals—the possibilities are nearly end-
less.

John Glenn dots the ‘i’ in Script Ohio.

John Glenn dots the i Former Ohio Sen-
ator John Glenn dots the i with the alumni
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