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The events that transpired on July 18, 1994
served as a perilous forewarning of the
emerging threat of radical Islamist militants in
the Hemisphere and their state-sponsors.

The attack on the AMIA Jewish Community
Center of Buenos Aires took the lives of 85
men, women, and children, and left over 300
others wounded.

This precise location was targeted because
it serves as the symbol of Jewish cultural life
in a country that is home to the largest Jewish
community in Latin America.

The attack is consistent with the Iranian re-
gime’s attitude toward the Jewish people in
general, and toward the State of Israel in par-
ticular.

Only two years earlier, Islamic Jihad—a vio-
lent extremist organization with ties to
Hezbollah—claimed responsibility for a simi-
larly deadly attack on the Israeli Embassy in
Buenos Aires.

Israeli officials determined that Iran, includ-
ing high-ranking regime officials, had been in-
formed about the plans for the embassy attack
and had, in fact, given the authorization for its
execution.

Tehran has made no effort to hide its anti-
Semitic spew or its intent to destroy the State
of Israel.

And in the years since, the Iranian regime
has only deepened its network of proxy ex-
tremist groups and its unapologetic support of
deadly activities worldwide.

This is evidenced, not just by its continued
alliance with extremist entities which target ci-
vilians to advance their destructive agenda,
but also by the fact that those directly respon-
sible for the attack, as determined by the Gov-
ernment of Argentina, continue to serve as
high ranking officials in the Iranian regime.

One such example is the current Iranian De-
fense Minister, Ahmed Vahidi.

Vahidi is facing an international arrest war-
rant issued by INTERPOL, but he remains a
prominent figure in the regime.

In fact, at the invitation of Evo Morales,
Vahidi travelled to Bolivia just last month to at-
tend the opening of an ALBA military acad-
emy.

Encouraged by Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez,
Iran has forged an unholy alliance with several
countries in the region based on their shared
rejection of freedom and democratic values.

Even in the wake of Iran’s brutal crackdown
on its citizens after the fraudulent so-called
“elections” in 2009, the ties between the Ira-
nian regime and the ALBA countries has only
strengthened.

These alliances, and the resources and ca-
pacity they provide to Iran, are especially dis-
turbing as the United States and other respon-
sible nations are working to isolate the Iranian
regime for its support of extremism and pursuit
of nuclear weapons.

And so, as we remember the attack on the
AMIA 17 years ago, we must do so within the
broader, stark, and growing threat posed by
the regime.

On that note, Mr. Speaker, | would draw at-
tention to the strongly bipartisan Iran Threat
Reduction Act, which | recently introduced to-
gether with Ranking Member BERMAN, and
which has almost 200 cosponsors.

This legislation builds upon current law,
closes loopholes, and provides for comprehen-
sive action to address the totality of the threat
posed by Tehran.

| look forward to its consideration by the
whole House.
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Mr. Speaker, | would also note that earlier
this week, INTERPOL issued Red Notices for
the arrest of four members of Hezbollah,
which is sponsored by Iran, after they were in-
dicted by the Special Tribunal for Lebanon for
their roles in the assassination of former Leba-
nese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri in 2005.

This should serve as a further reminder of
the lengths to which Iran and its allies are
ready, willing, and able to cause destruction
and to wantonly violate international norms
and obligations in multiple regions.

On July 18, 1994, the world was witness to
an act of true evil perpetrated by the ruthless
Iranian regime.

And as we mark the 17th anniversary of this
attack and honor the victims and survivors of
that day, we must recommit ourselves to hold-
ing the lIranian regime accountable for the
AMIA attack and for the threat it poses to
U.S., regional, and global security.

————
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary life of Geronimo ji Jaga
Pratt. A powerful human rights activist, a
decorated veteran, a loving partner, father,
grandfather, brother, mentor and friend, Ge-
ronimo was also a survivor and a fearless har-
binger of change. He was a man who inspired
so many to advocate for social justice, civil
rights and judicial reform, and his story of re-
silience will be a timeless call to action for all
who stand for justice. Geronimo was taken
from us too soon on June 2, 2011, in his
adopted country of Tanzania. Today, let us
find comfort in the joy he inspired and the ex-
tensive legacy of his life’s work.

Born Elmer G. Pratt on September 13,
1947, in rural Morgan City, Louisiana, Geron-
imo was the youngest of seven children born
to hard-working parents. After high school,
where he was a football quarterback, Geron-
imo joined the Army, earning two Purple
Hearts and emerging a sergeant after two
tours in Vietham. Geronimo moved west,
where he attended the University of California,
Los Angeles to study political science and play
football. In 1969, his political inclinations and
commitment to social justice led him to as-
sume a leadership position with the city’s
Black Panther Party.

As the leader of the L.A. Chapter of the
Black Panthers, Geronimo became a target of
the subversive and immoral FBI
COINTELPRO counterintelligence campaign
against perceived enemies of the U.S. govern-
ment. In a tragic series of events, Geronimo
was falsely accused, convicted and impris-
oned for a crime he did not commit, in fact, he
was nearly 400 miles away from the scene of
the crime. His subsequent 27-year imprison-
ment, including eight years in solitary confine-
ment, galvanized Free Geronimo campaigns
throughout national and international progres-
sive communities. By the time of his over-
turned conviction and release in 1997, Geron-
imo had become the symbol of an era and the
unceasing fight for human rights.

Rather than dwell on the atrocities that had
been committed against him, Geronimo be-
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came a positive mentor for young men and
women who he believed to be wrongfully con-
victed of crimes. He later divided his time be-
tween Louisiana and Tanzania, where he fos-
tered humanitarian programs for the poor, in-
cluding projects to provide water and solar
power for hundreds of African families.

It is with a very heavy heart that | say good-
bye to Geronimo today. As a young mother,
bagging groceries, working on the survival ral-
lies, selling newspapers, helping to organize
the Panther school, and raising money for
candidates of the Black Panther Party, my life
was touched by Geronimo’s leadership and
strength. It was through that often tumultuous
experience, and the inspiring people | met,
that | entered the political arena. During the
time of Geronimo’s imprisonment, | remember
leveraging my position as the chairwoman of
the State Legislature’s Black Caucus to bring
his case to greater prominence. Despite the
injustices he endured, Geronimo was an uplift-
ing force and a great inspiration to me and the
entire global community. | will miss him dearly.

Today, California’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors Geronimo i Jaga
Pratt. His life was about seeking justice for
those who had no justice. And, his legacy will
serve as a reminder that we must always be
vigilant of those who aim to suppress freedom,
opposition and basic human rights. Geronimo
will be remembered for his strong sense of
dignity, humility and his generous service to
others. He truly epitomized the indomitability
of the human spirit. We extend our deepest
condolences to Geronimo’s family and his ex-
tended group of loved ones. He will be deeply
missed.

——————
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Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, since the
start of the new Congress in January, the Tea
Party Republican majority has been telling the
American people our country is “broke.” Dur-
ing debate over the Federal budget, the major-
ity has argued the unprecedented fiscal crisis
facing Congress demands huge spending cuts
to programs our constituents need and to in-
vestments that make our communities and
country strong. Then, starting with H.R. 1, Re-
publicans voted overwhelmingly for massive
cuts to food safety, public safety, schools, life-
saving health research, roads and bridges,
clean energy alternatives, and nutrition for
hungry children and nursing mothers.

Cut $650 million from emergency nutrition
assistance for hungry infants and mothers?
Republicans said yes.

Cut $35 million from food safety and food
inspectors that keep families healthy and
safe? Republicans said yes.

Cut $1.3 billion from community health cen-
ters for the poor? Republicans said yes.

But now that the $649 billion Pentagon
funding bill for Fiscal Year 2012 (H.R. 2219)
has reached the House floor, Republicans’
dire fiscal warnings and collective eagerness
to cut government spending are going out the
window, and the spending spigot is being
turned on full blast.
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