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| co-authored with my friend, the late Tom
Lantos. President Bush signed this bill into law
and Congress has reauthorized these import
restrictions every year since. The legislation
bans imports from Burma and the issuance of
visas to those officials affiliated with the State
Peace and Development Council (SPDC), the
military junta that rules Burma and brutally re-
presses its people. This law also bans U.S. fi-
nancial transactions that involve individuals or
entities connected with the SPDC.

The sanctions are critically important to
keeping the pressure on the Burmese junta.
The government continues to have one of the
worst human rights record in the world and
routinely violates the rights of Burmese citi-
zens, including the systematic use of rape as
a weapon of war, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary
arrests and detention, torture and child labor.
Moreover, the Burmese regime has more child
soldiers than any other country and has de-
stroyed more than 3,700 ethnic villages, dis-
placed approximately 2,000,000 people, more
than 600,000 of which are internally displaced,
and has taken nearly 2,000 political prisoners.

We must continue to stand with the Bur-
mese people and expose the despicable and
reprehensible actions of the SPDC. Sanctions
are critical to putting pressure on the junta. In
2008, the Tom Lantos Block Burmese JADE
Act (P.L. 110-286) was signed into law, which
bans the importation of Burmese gems into
the United States and freezes the assets of
Burmese political and military leaders. While
these steps are significant, others must follow
ours and the EU’s lead. The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) must
impose multilateral sanctions against Burma’s
military regime including a complete arms em-
bargo.

While | applaud the confirmation of Derek
Mitchell as Special Coordinator for Burma,
there are additional provisions of the Tom
Lantos Block Burmese JADE Act that have yet
to be implemented. | urge the Obama Admin-
istration to call for a UN Commission of Inquiry
on Burma to investigate war crimes and
crimes against humanity. This Commission is
necessary to prevent further killings and to en-
courage a meaningful political dialogue.

| urge adoption of the resolution.

Mr. BOUSTANY. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
BOUSTANY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J.
Res. 66, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the joint res-
olution, as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
A LITTLE LOCAL FLAVOR

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, two
things come from a town called Kiln,
Mississippi: a famous NFL quarterback
and Lazy Magnolia Beer. We know
Brett’s story, but let me tell you about
Lazy Magnolia.
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One Christmas, Leslie Henderson
bought her husband, Mark, a home
brew kit. The two engineers started
brewing beer and eventually turned
their hobby into a business.

We can fix our faltering economy by
giving small business owners more re-
sponsibility. H.R. 1236, the Small Brew
Act, does that, allowing a much needed
tax cut to our small brewers. By low-
ering the tax on the beer they produce,
these companies will have more rev-
enue to invest in maintaining and hir-
ing employees. This legislation there-
fore promises to create over 4,000 jobs.

On that Christmas a few years ago,
Lazy Magnolia Beer had no employees.
Today it provides jobs to about 20 peo-
ple in Hancock County. That, my
friends, is an American success story.

——————

CONGRATULATING NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS COUNCIL FOR
HUMANITIES ON ITS 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, 20 years
ago, one of the most significant and en-
during community groups in the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands was formed, the Northern Mar-
iana Islands Council for the Human-
ities. Since its founding, the council
has become a well-respected, commu-
nity-based organization committed to
fostering awareness, understanding,
and appreciation of the humanities in
the Northern Mariana Islands through
its support of educational programs
that relate the humanities to the in-
digenous cultures and the intellectual
needs and interests of the people of the
Commonwealth. The Northern Mariana
Islands Council for the Humanities has
enhanced the lives of our residents as
individuals and enhanced our commu-
nity as a whole.

The council’s board of directors is
and has always been extraordinarily
passionate and successful in setting
and achieving goals that benefit our di-
verse and remote community. The
council’s achievements belie our mod-
est population and resources.

Please join me congratulating the
Northern Mariana Islands Council for
the Humanities on its 20th anniversary
of serving the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands community.

Twenty years ago this past April, one of the
most significant and enduring community
groups in the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands was formed: the Northern
Mariana Islands Council for the Humanities.

My island community is a melting pot of cul-
tures, an amalgam of languages, the pos-
sessor of a 3,500-year-long and colorful his-
tory, and the newest participant in this great
experiment called democracy in America. The
National Endowment for the Humanities found-
ing principle is that knowledge of the human-
ities—the ideas, people, and events that make
up the record of human thought and experi-
ence—is both personally rewarding to Ameri-
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cans as individuals and critical to our common
civic life as a nation. | suspect that nowhere
is this sentiment as relevant as it is in the
Northern Mariana Islands.

In the two decades since its founding, the
NMI Council for the Humanities has become a
well-respected community-based organization
committed to fostering awareness, under-
standing, and appreciation of the humanities in
the Northern Mariana Islands through its sup-
port of educational programs that relate the
humanities to the indigenous cultures and the
intellectual needs and interests of the people
of the Commonwealth. The Council also spon-
sors programs that explore, document, and
recognize the many contributions to our com-
munity made by the non-indigenous residents
of the Northern Marianas. In furtherance of
these programs, collaborative relationships
have been established with a variety of local,
regional, national, and international organiza-
tions and individuals.

The Council accomplishes its mission
through financial support from the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, with which it is
affiliated, as well as from the local govern-
ment, businesses, and individuals throughout
our islands. The Council has also been des-
ignated an “educational institution” in the
Commonwealth, enabling financial donors to
take advantage of a local educational tax
credit program.

The Council’s 13-member board of directors
is, and always has been, extraordinarily pas-
sionate and successful in setting and achiev-
ing goals that benefit our diverse and remote
community. Its achievements over the past 20
years belie our modest population and re-
sources. In fact, one former board member is
a recipient of the National Humanities Medal—
which is awarded to no more than 12 recipi-
ents each year whose work has deepened the
Nation’s understanding of the humanities,
broadened our citizens’ engagement with the
humanities, or helped preserve and expand
Americans’ access to important resources in
the humanities.

Some current programs undertaken by the
Council include: the nationally-acclaimed
Motheread/Fatheread program that encour-
ages literacy skills among parents and chil-
dren; a teachers institute that provides pri-
mary-school instructors with a thorough over-
view of local history; a weekly radio show that
provides wide-ranging humanities-based pro-
gramming; a Micronesian authors initiative that
publishes the work of local authors; a commu-
nity lecture series on humanities topics of in-
terest; a multiyear project to revise the
Chamorro-English dictionary; an initiative to
promote geotourism in the CNMI; a digital
database of primary source documents and
images to facilitate the study of local history;
and diversified classroom programs that intro-
duce students to the humanities at an early
age, including a poetry competition, a junior
high school mock trial competition, an annual
Covenant Day debate, and curricula that ex-
plore multiculturalism in the Commonwealth.

Support of grassroots humanities projects in
our community is also a primary focus of the
Council. During the past 20 years, over 150
individual grants totaling approximately
$900,000 have been awarded to community
groups through the Council's community
grants program.

At a time in our nation’s history when we
encounter oftentimes fierce polemics and un-
civil discourse, humanities councils serve an
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