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that back in the 1990s. We haven’t done
it since.

There’s plenty of ways to get the
funds to try to balance the budget. But
the most important way to balance the
budget is to help Americans get back
to work. Then Congress must not for-
get the places in our budget where the
American people are being gouged be-
cause some very powerful companies
aren’t doing their fair share to help our
Nation recover. Proper management of
the Federal pursestrings in long over-
due.

REMEMBERING LANCE CORPORAL
ROBERT S. GRENIGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor of the House to honor and
remember an American hero, Marine
Lance Corporal Robert S. Greniger of
Greenfield, Minnesota, who died last
week after an IED attack in Afghani-
stan in Helmand province.

As we grieve the loss of one of our
finest citizens who loved being a ma-
rine and share our grief with his
widow, Ashley, and his family, we real-
ly marvel that such heroes have been
able to live among us. He gave up ev-
erything to protect his neighbors and
extend the blessings of freedom to mil-
lions who have never known it. He was
proud of his country and of the marines
that he served with.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Lance Cor-
poral Greniger, we need to regularly
thank our servicemen and -women and
pray for their safe return each and
every day.

We honor the service and the mem-
ory of Lance Corporal Greniger and
commit ourselves to follow his example
of patriotic duty, honor, and sacrifice
in our daily walk as Americans.

Semper Fi, Lance Corporal.

——

TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT
RUSSELL JEREMIAH PROCTOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
June 26, a roadside bomb in Julula,
Iraq, claimed the life of a young man
from Oroville, California. He was Army
Staff Sergeant Russell Jeremiah Proc-
tor, age 25, on his third tour of combat
duty.

He was laid to rest last week in sol-
emn ceremonies in California. Sergeant
Proctor leaves behind a grieving
widow, a devastated family, and a 9-
month-old son who will know his fa-
ther only by reputation. And it is rep-
utation I want to speak of today.

I never met Sergeant Proctor. I too
know him only by reputation. It is a
reputation commemorated by, among
other decorations, two Army Com-
mendation Medals, two Army Achieve-
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ment Medals, two Army Good Conduct
Medals, the National Defense Service
Medal, the Iraqi Campaign Medal with
Bronze Service Star, the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal, two Overseas
Service Ribbons, a Combat Action
Badge, the Bronze Star, and the Purple
Heart.

It’s a reputation memorialized by
those who knew him best, the men he
served with. ‘““He was a leader among
leaders,” said one. ‘“His drive to be the
best motivated all of us to reach our
potential.” Another said, ‘‘He led from
the front. He inspired everyone around
him to better themselves.”’

Perhaps the most poignant was this
simple post on a local newspaper site:
“My son was Kkilled with Sergeant
Proctor. Private First Class Dylan
Johnson and the rest of the soldiers in
the unit all looked up to Russell for
leadership and guidance. They are both
heroes to me as well.” It’s signed, ‘A
grieving dad.”

I had the honor to speak last week
with Sergeant Proctor’s widow, Soila.
She’s also active duty Army. They met
while serving at Fort Hood. She was
deployed at the same Forward Oper-
ating Base as Russell. They were
billeted together. She was nearby when
he was killed.

I cannot begin to imagine the hell
that she has been through. And yet,
having endured all this, she plans to
continue her service to our country in
the U.S. Army.

Mr. Speaker, James Michener’s ques-
tion thunders down upon us at times
likes these: Where do we get such peo-
ple?

As I talked with Soila last Monday, I
was struck by the transcendent nobil-
ity that accompanies her grief.

Perhaps a more pertinent question is:
What would our country do without
such people as Sergeant Proctor, or the
nine generations of Americans who
have preceded him in the defense of our
Nation?

General Patton was right when he
observed: ‘It is foolish and wrong to
mourn the men who died. Rather, we
should thank God that such men
lived.”

And so, Mr. Speaker, I rise today for
exactly that purpose, to thank God
that Russell Proctor lived and to pray
that his infant son, Ezekiel, grows up
in a Nation made safer by his sacrifice,
and a Nation that will never forget not
only what we owe to those who Lincoln
called ‘‘the loved and lost,” but what
we owe to the families who so person-
ally bear that loss.
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A chaplain who brought the dreaded
news to the family wrote a com-
mentary over the 4th of July weekend,
a weekend filled with barbecues and
picnics and fireworks, in which he
noted the grief of this family amidst
all of the frivolity around them. And
he noted that at the age of 25, Russell
Proctor will never again celebrate a
birthday, take his son fishing, or hug
his wife.
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Sergeant Russell Proctor and all
those who preceded him since the first
shots on Lexington Green believed
enough in our country and what it
stands for to sacrifice all of those pre-
cious years of love and life and joy so
that we, their fellow Americans, could
enjoy those same blessings of liberty
and safety and security, including a
baby boy named Ezekiel, whose dad
won’t be there to take him fishing or
hug him or celebrate birthdays with
him.

Ezekiel, if you should someday stum-
ble upon these words, I hope you will
know that, like you, many of us knew
your dad only by reputation, and we
stood in awe of him.

————
HELP AMERICANS REDUCE DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CLARKE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, today I'm asking this House
and this Congress to cut the debt that’s
truly crushing the American people
right now, the debt that Americans and
American families have to pay month
after month, year after year, without
any help from anyone else. It’s a direct
burden on our people.

And I’'m not talking about the Fed-
eral debt. I'm talking about the debt
that Americans must pay on their
mortgages and on their student loans.
So today I'm offering a resolution to
strongly urge this body, that as we
work to prevent the government from
defaulting on its obligations, that we
do the same thing to help the Amer-
ican people, that with equal intensity
and drive and commitment, we work to
help Americans free themselves of
debt.

Now, if we help the American people
reduce their debt burden, that’s going
to help our families to be more finan-
cially secure. Now, yes, jobs are impor-
tant. I represent metro Detroit, a re-
gion that has one of the highest unem-
ployment rates in the country. But you
know what? I know folks that are
working, they have jobs, but they don’t
have any money because all of their in-
come is going to pay off creditors.
That’s outrageous.

A couple of days ago, I made a big
issue to the American people about not
borrowing and handling their money
responsibly. The reason why I said that
is because many of us think that being
in debt is the American way. It’s not.
This country was founded on the prin-
ciples based on the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, that we all have a God-given
right to life, to liberty, to the pursuit
of happiness. But who can be free when
drowning in debt?

So I'm urging this Congress, cut the
mortgages, forgive the student loans.
That will help American families be se-
cure. But also this: by reducing that
debt burden that Americans have to di-
rectly pay, that will create more jobs
because that will free up money that
Americans are earning for themselves.
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