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of rules on this government that, basi-
cally, our Federal regulators would not
let us borrow any more money.

The point of the matter, Mr. Speak-
er, is that we have a spending problem
here in Washington. We cannot raise
this debt ceiling unless we do three
things: unless we cut, we cap, and we
balance our budget.

————

THE TRUTH: AMERICA’S DEBT
CEILING MUST BE RAISED

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, my good friend did what
many of us did, my neighbor in Lou-
isiana. I went home to Texas, and
interacted with so many constituents,
many of them asking the question:
Why? I believe it’s important to ask
the question: Why not?

Let me tell you, my friends, that we
don’t need to politicize the debt ceil-
ing, which has been raised many, many
times, but we do need to tell the truth:
for if the debt ceiling is not raised, tril-
lions of dollars will be lost, not of
those of us who sit on this floor, but
from the portfolios and packages for
seniors and 401(k)s.

If you want to talk about $1 trillion,
talk about what will be lost to our sen-
iors and hardworking Americans in col-
lapsing their 401(k)s. There is no op-
tion. There is not an option for the
short term. That’s a joke. That’s poli-
tics to start us back again in April or
March. Let’s go forward with the pro-
posed Reid plan. Let’s get a deficit re-
duction; raise the debt ceiling; cut
what we can and go into regular order.
That is the responsible, adult way to
g0.

America is watching. America is
looking. I am not going to stand by
while trillions of dollars are lost. I ask
my Republican friends to join us in a
reasoned response to America’s con-
cerns.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2584, DEPARTMENT OF
THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2012

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 363 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 363

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2584) making
appropriations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
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the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Appropriations. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
the five-minute rule. The amendment print-
ed in section 2 of this resolution shall be con-
sidered as adopted in the House and in the
Committee of the Whole. Points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
for failure to comply with clause 2 of rule
XXI are waived. During consideration of the
bill for further amendment, the chair of the
Committee of the Whole may accord priority
in recognition on the basis of whether the
Member offering an amendment has caused
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments
so printed shall be considered as read. When
the committee rises and reports the bill, as
amended, back to the House with a rec-
ommendation that the bill do pass, the pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill, as amended, and amendments
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except one motion to recommit with
or without instructions.

SEC. 2. The amendment considered as
adopted in the House and in the Committee
of the Whole is as follows: Strike section 427.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Utah is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. For the purpose
of debate only, I yield the customary 30
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days during which
they may revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
this resolution provides an open rule
for the consideration of H.R. 2584. It al-
lows any Member of the House to offer
amendments which are germane and
comply to the House rules. The rule al-
lows priority recognition for the
amendments that have been preprinted
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. I am
pleased to support this resolution,
which continues the record of our
Rules Committee in this Congress of
providing for as open and fair and or-
derly a process as possible.
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I commend our chairman, Mr.
DREIER, for continuing the record of
fairness and openness in the formula-
tion of this rule, which is in contrast
to some rules that we have had in past
years.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2584 provides $27.5
billion overall for programs within the
Department of Interior and the Forest
Service, Environmental Protection
Agency, the Indian Health Service, and
other agencies. But it is a bill that
strikes a fiscally responsible balance
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between providing funds for ongoing
Federal programs while also saving the
taxpayers 7 percent over last year’s en-
acted levels. It puts us back roughly to
the 2009 levels.

There are some who will claim that
there are certain programs that have
been hurt heavily. It is true, for exam-
ple, that the Environmental Protection
Agency has an 18 percent reduction in
funding in this bill. Please remember,
though, that this was made possible
simply because of unprecedentedly
high record appropriations for EPA in
2009, of which $3 billion remains unobli-
gated.

In an era when 42 to 44 cents of every
dollar that we spend goes for interest,
it makes no sense in continuously
overappropriating line items where
money is not needed, not used, and sits
there vacant.

This is a bill that oftentimes for
those of us who live in the West has
been full of riders year after year after
year. It probably makes no difference
here, but I realize that some are going
to be very sensitive to this issue. I
know the gentlelady from New York is
very concerned about these potential
issues that may be on this bill. And
why should she not be? If you include
the military, 0.8 percent of New York is
owned by the Federal Government. I
will contrast that with my State,
which has 64 percent owned by the Fed-
eral Government. And we’re not the
highest.

This is an issue and a bill that is very
important to those of us. And, Mr.
Speaker, this is a good bill; it is an ex-
tremely fair rule. It can’t get any fair-
er than this one. I urge its adoption.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I thank the gen-
tleman from Utah, my colleague, for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes,
and I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, in these tough times we
must make choices that reflect our val-
ues and our belief that we solve our
toughest problems through shared sac-
rifice and working together. Unfortu-
nately, today we consider yet another
bill that is devoid of these values.

Once again, today’s legislation places
the burden on the American people
while rewarding the special interests
and the lobbyists who walk these halls.

One of the many riders inserted into
the bill will effectively open up a mil-
lion acres of national forest and other
public land around the Grand Canyon
National Park because people want to
mine uranium there.

Democrats have great concerns about
maintaining the integrity of the Grand
Canyon and the effect of uranium min-
ing on water quality, not to mention
the spectacle that shows us auctioning
off a national treasure with the pro-
ceeds going to mostly foreign-owned
entities.

Who is it that wants to drill for ura-
nium and mine for uranium? Russia,
their state atomic energy corporation,
and South Korea’s state-owned utility.
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