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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
JEANNE SHAHEEN, a Senator from the
State of New Hampshire.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, our shelter in the time of
storm, our strong tower, we praise
Your righteous Name. Lord, preserve
this Nation by the power of Your
might, leading our Senators through
this challenging season of our Nation’s
history. Keep them from the pit of dis-
unity and discord and empower them
to build bridges of cooperation. Give
them the courage and humility to do
what is right, knowing that You are
the only constituent they absolutely
must please. Help them to discover the
joy of trusting You and the peace of
doing Your will, receiving the strength
You provide to those who love You.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 26, 2011.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN, a

Senate

Senator from the State of New Hampshire,
to perform the duties of the Chair.
DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.
Mrs. SHAHEEN thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing any leader remarks, the Senate
will be in morning business until 12:15.
The majority will control the first 30
minutes, the Republicans will control
the second 30 minutes. At 12:15 p.m. the
Senate will be in executive session to
consider the nomination of Paul
Englemayer to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of
New York and Ramona Manglona to be
District Judge for the Northern Mar-
iana Islands.

There will be 2 minutes of debate
prior to a rollcall vote on confirmation
of the Englemayer nomination. The
Manglona nomination is expected to be
confirmed by voice vote. I would ask
my friends on the Judiciary Com-
mittee—I am not sure we need the 2
minutes of debate today. It was already
debated yesterday. I would hope we can
go directly to that vote at 12:15.

The Senate will then recess until 2:15
to allow for the weekly caucus meet-
ings. At 2:15 the Senate will resume
consideration of S. 1323, the legislative
vehicle for the debt limit increase.

———

DEBT CEILING PLANS

Mr. REID. Madam President, there
has been a lot of talk in the last 24
hours about so-called dueling plans to
raise the debt limit and avert a dan-

gerous default to this nation’s finan-
cial obligations. As far as I can tell,
the only dueling going on in Wash-
ington today is between the Republican
Party’s multiple personalities—and
there are quite a few.

Last night I introduced an amend-
ment that I thought was fail-safe. It
would prevent default using only pro-
posals Republicans have already sup-
ported. Yet House Republicans had
harsh words for the Democrats’ plan
yesterday—odd, considering every bit
of our proposal was taken from the Re-
publican playbook. Let me explain the
plan.

It would avert default while cutting
$2.7 trillion from the deficit in the next
decade. It would cut more money, more
quickly, than the competing proposal
introduced by Republican leaders yes-
terday, and it would last for a long
time, not just a few months so we
would be back in the trenches doing
the same thing at Christmastime we
are doing now.

The proposal includes no revenues, as
House Republicans insisted it must
not. It holds harmless even the most
wasteful of tax breaks and giveaways
to big o0il companies and billionaires,
which Republicans have vowed to pro-
tect even if it costs our economy in the
process.

It establishes a joint congressional
committee to find additional savings
this year and guarantees that the com-
mittee’s recommendations will be an
up-or-down vote on the Senate floor, no
amendments, no filibuster, yes or no.
We have done this before. It worked
well with our base closing legislation a
few years ago.

Every single spending cut in the pro-
posal has already been endorsed by Re-
publicans. I repeat: Every single spend-
ing cut in the proposal has already
been endorsed by Republicans. The cuts
have already been voted for by Repub-
licans in both Houses of Congress.

In short, it is everything the Repub-
licans have demanded wrapped up in a
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