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under the Democratic Presidency of
William Jefferson Clinton—and then
this President, with the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act that we
supported, 3 million jobs. We know how
to do this.

What I would say to my friends is
that we have the responsibility to be
not ‘“‘any’” party, but Democrats are
here to be for the American people, and
this weekend, Democrats will be the
ones standing in the gap for the Amer-
ican people. I am proud of that.

My last point is, there is no shame in
taking care of the vulnerable. The last
thing we want to do as we leave this
place in these next couple of days with
the debt ceiling in place, as it should
be, is to leave behind us seniors who
may be thrown out of nursing homes
because we didn’t do what was right.
So I say we can do it, and we can do the
debt ceiling in the way that creates
jobs and protects the American people.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Thank you.

I'll do a wrap here, and we’ll be fin-
ished for this evening.

Unfortunately, the work has not yet
been completed. We do need to lift the
debt ceiling. We can, and it will be
done one way or the other. The Presi-
dent has the ultimate authority under
the 14th Amendment of the Constitu-
tion to simply order the Treasury to
pay the bills.

All that has gone on here today will
devastate the United States. It will
devastate it. We’ve talked about that
part of this is the requirement that no
more debt ceilings will be lifted until
there is a constitutional amendment
that requires a two-thirds, or a 60 per-
cent, vote to do anything. That is guar-
anteed gridlock. The only thing that
could take place on a majority vote
would be cuts. Think about that,
America. In order to raise taxes, in
order to end the tax breaks given to
the oil companies or the rich barons on
Wall Street, it takes a two-thirds vote.
But to cut Medicare?—a majority vote.
We’re not going to let that happen.

There is one place that the Demo-
cratic Party is going to stand, and that
is: Keep your hands off Social Security
and Medicare. No way. Nohow. I don’t
care about all of this talk that goes on
here. The bottom line is: That is a fun-
damental building block foundation of
this Nation. It brought every senior
out of poverty.
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There’s not a family in America that
doesn’t depend upon Social Security
and Medicare for their parents. Now, if
you want that cut, you stay there with
what the Republicans are talking
about because there’s no way that you
could possibly carry out what they’re
proposing unless you go after Medicare
and Social Security and Medicaid.

We will not let it happen. This is
where we stand. It’s not a line in the
sand. It is etched into the very heart of
the Democratic Party.

With that, I thank my colleagues for
joining me this evening, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at
noon tomorrow, and further, when the
House adjourns on that day, it adjourn
to meet at 1 p.m. on Sunday, July 31,
2011.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

———

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE DEBT
CEILING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. WEST) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, free mar-
kets, free enterprise, innovation, and
entrepreneurship are the foundation
for economic growth and job creation
in America.

For the past 4 years, Democrats in
Washington have enacted policies that
undermine these basic concepts which
have historically placed America at
the forefront of the global market-
place. As a result, most Americans
know someone who has recently lost a
job, and small businesses and entre-
preneurs lack the confidence needed to
invest in our economy. Not since the
Great Depression has our Nation’s un-
employment rate been this high for
this long.

Enough is enough. More taxation,
regulation, and litigation will not cre-
ate more jobs. Government takeovers
of the economy have failed while the
size and scope of the Federal Govern-
ment has exploded. Washington has
tied the hands of small business owners
and job creators with onerous regula-
tions and backward fiscal policies that
have stalled the economy, slowed inno-
vation, and destroyed jobs.

We need commonsense growth poli-
cies to give small businesses and entre-
preneurs renewed confidence in our
economy and to remove Washington as
the roadblock to job creation.

America is at a crossroads, and
House Republicans are committed to
taking every possible step to spur pri-
vate sector job creation and get our
economy back on track so that Ameri-
cans can do what they do best: create,
innovate, and lead.

Tonight, my colleague and I will con-
vey the frustrations of small business
owners and those who have received
the bad end of the stick of horrible
policies created by the Obama adminis-
tration.

At this time, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arizona, my friend and
colleague, Mr. SCHWEIKERT.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. I thank the gen-
tleman from Florida.

One of my reasons for asking you for
a little bit of your time this evening is
one of these days I'm supposed to come
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here to the floor, and we’re putting to-
gether an actual presentation of the
Medicare actuary report to walk people
through, both our citizens and our fel-
low Members here, the reality of the
numbers. But there was so much rhet-
oric on the floor today, and even with-
in the last couple of hours, that it be-
came one of those ‘it was time to come
back here to the floor.”

These are some slides that we used
about a week ago. And it was my great
frustration, because how do you man-
age your government? How do you en-
gage in this political process when
we’re operating under mathematical
folklore? We’re living in a fantasy land
when you see Members walk up to that
microphone, look the public in the eye
through that camera and say, If we
would just get rid of those incentives
to buy corporate jets, if we would just
tax Big Oil, if we would just tax those
millionaires and billionaires.

So one more time, we’re going to ac-
tually walk through a little bit of
mathematical reality so we might be
able to start having an argument, a de-
bate, a discussion that has some basis
in fact instead of basis in, I'm going to
say whatever is necessary from this
microphone to get reelected. And it
breaks my heart, but in my 7 months
here, I think that happens an awful
darn lot.

A quick sample of where we are at
today. That’s a dollar bill. Do you see
this first part? That’s 42 percent. So 42
pennies of every dollar this Federal
Government is spending today is bor-
rowed. That’s why this debate that
we’re going through right now is so
much more than just the debt ceiling
and how much more our borrowing ca-
pacity is. It is the fact we’re buried in
debt and we are crashing, being
crushed under that weight.

If you go and read the S&P letters
and the Moody’s letters, it’s so much
more than, Raise the debt ceiling or
you might get downgraded. It is, You
are going to get downgraded unless.

There is a credible plan to dem-
onstrate how you intend to bend this
debt curve. That’s the real debate
around here. That’s what you are see-
ing the Republicans passionately try to
discuss with the American people and
with our brothers and sisters from the
other side that this was so much more
than raising the debt ceiling. It was a
discussion about saving this Republic.

So if you have a Republic, this gov-
ernment borrows 42 pennies out of
every dollar we spend. How long do you
think that’s going to last?

So what sort of rhetorical things do
we get to hear around here? Well, let’s
actually, now, do a little analysis on a
couple of them.

How many of you in the last 24 hours,
both either in the gallery or here on
the floor with me or my good friend
Mr. WEST, have heard Members walk
up to microphones, shake their hands
and say, No more subsidies for those
corporate jets?

Okay. Maybe they’re right. But let’s
actually do the math.
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We borrow about $4.7 billion every
single day. And that whole piece of
rhetoric, which I know has been tested
through polling and focus groups so it
is all about politics and campaigning
and not the truth to the American peo-
ple, is 15 seconds of that borrowing
every day.

So one more time. We borrow $4.7 bil-
lion every single day, and the rhetoric
you hear about the depreciation on the
corporate jets, we’re going to need to
take that away, even if it were some-
thing sensible, it’s 15 seconds a day. So
you nod your head and say, All right.
What if we got rid of it? Great. But it’s
15 seconds a day.

So let’s go on to the next bit of rhet-
oric we were hearing today.

Big Oil, we need to take away those
subsidies, those incentives to go out
and find more oil. Well, let’s do this.
What if the math were we’re going to
take away those subsidies from all oil,
all fossil fuels, not just Big Oil. Well,
we borrow $4.7 billion a day. It’s $2.44
billion a year. Well, that equates to a
good 2.2 minutes of borrowing a day.

So let’s see. So far the two prime bits
of rhetoric we heard here today equal
15 seconds, 2.2 minutes of borrowing,
and this is the type of solution we keep
getting from the left. And the reason
we’re getting those types of solutions
is because it’s tested through polling.
It’s easy for the public to understand,
even though it’s horribly untruthful to
the public that’s actually trying to get
their heads around the scale of this
problem.

So let’s actually go on to one of the
other ones we heard today.

How about those millionaires and
those billionaires? You know, those
Bush tax extensions. All right. But
let’s first be honest. They’re the Bush
tax extensions—they’re actually the
Bush-Obama tax extensions, because
remember President Obama did sign
the extension in December.

If you were to take away those tax
extensions for every American, not just
those millionaires and billionaires,
what does it buy you? Remember, once
again, we’re borrowing $4.7 billion a
day. It would buy you a good 28 min-
utes of borrowing.

So this rhetoric we hear from the
President and around here, I know it
may politically be wonderful and it’s
politically easy to digest, but mathe-
matically, it just isn’t the truth, and it
doesn’t lead you to a solution.

Because think of this one more time.
The depreciation on jets, the incentives
to find fossil fuels, ending the Bush-
Obama tax cut extensions, and assum-
ing—which we did in our math—that
every single dime came in, that you
didn’t slow the economy down, you
didn’t raise unemployment, we used a
magical fantasy number that every
dime came back in and was applied
straight to the deficit and to the debt,
all three of the rhetorical points we
heard over and over and over today add
up to a half-hour of borrowing.
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I turn to my brothers and sisters on
the left one more time—and this is
starting to become a habit here—what
would you like to do with the other 23.5
hours?

I thank the gentleman for yielding.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members not to refer to
occupants of the gallery.

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, we must em-
power small business owners and re-
duce regulatory burdens. Job creators
are being bogged down by burdensome
regulation from Washington that pre-
vents job creation and hinders eco-
nomic growth. These regulations are
particularly damaging for the real job
creators in the country, our small busi-
ness owners. We must remove onerous
Federal regulations that are redun-
dant, harmful to small businesses, and
impede private-sector investment in
job creation.

The Small Business Administration
has reported that government regula-
tions are estimated to cost our econ-
omy over $1.75 trillion a year. To make
matters worse, in 2009, the administra-
tion considered adding another 184 reg-
ulations that are estimated to cost the
economy in excess of $100 million each
and are likely to cause more Ameri-
cans to lose jobs.

At this time, I yield to my friend and
colleague from Colorado.

Mr. TIPTON. Thank you, Congress-
man WEST.

Tonight we’re talking about small
business in America, the number one
job creator in America. I'm a small
businessman. I'm not a career politi-
cian. It seems to me that once you
come to this place and you’re sur-
rounded by pillars of marble, vast ex-
panses of grass, and glorious monu-
ments, that it seems to kind of cloud
your vision from what’s really going on
back at home. We’re seeing businesses
right now—they aren’t the megacor-
porations that are often talked about
by our colleagues; they are small busi-
nesses trying to provide jobs, trying to
be able to build a future.

I live in western Colorado. My dis-
trict encompasses a good portion of the
entire State of Colorado, the eighth-
largest congressional district in the
United States, 54,000 square miles. The
number one employer there, small
business. Traveling through that dis-
trict, I found it remarkable. As I have
stopped into those small businesses,
visited with the owners, sole propri-
etorships, Sub S corporations, LLCs,
people just trying to make a living, as
I visited in those communities with
county commissioners, with city coun-
cil members, one message comes
through loud and clear: Government is
overregulating America. It is hurting
our ability to truly be able to get
Americans back to work.

Congressman WEST just mentioned a
very important figure. In this country,
we are paying $1.75 trillion a year in
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terms of regulatory cost. That is im-
peding America’s ability to be able to
get back to work. Now some of our
friends always want to take that to the
extreme, saying that we want to elimi-
nate all regulations. It’s not the case.

When we go back to the beginning of
the 20th century, when we were start-
ing to build cars in this country, in
New York City, there were two auto-
mobiles, two cars. They ran into each
other. So stoplights are not a bad idea.
But the government has overreached.
It is hurting small business and our op-
portunity to truly be able to grow
America.

Let me tell you a story about a con-
stituent of mine. He started out with
nothing. He and his wife invested and
they scraped together dollars and
worked hard. And over the course of
the years, they’ve been able to build a
small car dealership in western Colo-
rado. He called me up the last few days,
and he said, Washington simply doesn’t
get it. They seem to believe that they
need money more than we do here at
home. And that brings us back to a lot
of the conversations which we have
been having over these last few days in
terms of the debt and the deficit in this
country. We currently have a debt in
this Nation of $14.3 trillion. Come the
end of September, we’re going to be
adding on another $1.4 trillion on top of
that national debt, a crushing burden
on the promise of America.

His granddaughter, she isn’t old
enough really to know how much she
owes. But her portion of that national
debt is now well in excess of $45,000. If
our grandchildren are going to inherit
the promise of America, we have to re-
strain, we have to slow down, we have
to reduce the spending in Washington,
D.C. We simply can’t afford it. The
numbers are too high. Our colleagues
will tell us that taxes are the answer.
They like to call it a balanced ap-
proach. We need more of your money
because Washington needs it more.
They failed to point out that through
the bills that they have passed through
this Chamber—Congressman WEST and
I, we weren’t here. We didn’t help cre-
ate the problem, but we are certainly
here to try to help solve the problem.

They increased the debt on the backs
of the American people when they
passed ObamaCare, the government-
run health care. I’'m concerned about
that because it is hurting jobs in Amer-
ica. That small businessman who start-
ed that business from nothing and was
able to grow that car dealership is
afraid to hire because he doesn’t know
what the costs are going to be from the
government-run health care. Well,
we’ve got a pretty good idea—at least
the upfront costs. It’s costing us better
than $1 trillion. Our senior citizens, in-
deed, are worried about that. Through
the actions of our counterparts, we saw
that $562 billion was cut out of Medi-
care to be able to fund that program.
And starting in January this coming
year, the President will appoint his 15-
member commission to start rationing
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health care for senior citizens. We're
fighting to stop that.

Connectivity which we see in our
economy. Between government regula-
tions, excessive taxation, and having
too many people in Washington who
have never gotten dirt under their fin-
gernails, they’ve never met a payroll,
they’ve never created a job, they’ve
never worked in the private sector.
That’s the disconnect between here and
at home. We have people right now
that are gathering around their kitch-
en tables. They are looking at the re-
sources that they have coming in and
know that they can’t spend more than
they take in. Tomorrow morning those
small businesses are going to unlock
the doors. They know that they have to
spend within the limitations of the in-
come that they have.

Forty-nine of our States live under a
balanced budget requirement, just like
the men and women who live in the
communities of those States. Isn’t it
about time, isn’t it about time that
Washington applied the same prin-
ciples that they expect out of every
American, every American family, to
apply to Washington, D.C.? Some will
say ‘‘no.” But that’s a challenge—more
importantly, that is the opportunity
that we truly face right now in this
country. We have an opportunity to
change the course of American history
for the better, to embrace, once again,
the values that truly made this coun-
try the freest, the richest, and the
greatest nation on the face of the
Earth, and that the Earth will truly
ever see. American entrepreneurship,
American know-how, but we have to
have the freedom, the resources, and
the opportunity to do that. The gov-
ernment is no longer the steppingstone
to success in this country but has, in-
deed, become a stumbling block.
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This is our chance. This is our oppor-
tunity. We have many votes here, had
a vote today.

This is not the end of the debate, but
it is the beginning of a solution. If we
embrace that opportunity, that special
and unique thing that it is to truly be
an American, American exception-
alism, and allow Americans to do what
they do best, to innovate, to create and
to build, we will be able to get this
country back on the right course, but
it will not come as long as we continue
to build government, protect programs,
and forget about the people who sent
us to Washington.

Let’s stand up once again for the
American people, for the small busi-
ness people who truly make America
work and are the number one job cre-
ators in our country.

Mr. WEST. I thank my colleague
from Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, we know that not all
regulations are bad, but so many of
them are obstacles to job creation. A
recent study by the Heritage Founda-
tion found that an unprecedented 43
major regulations were imposed in fis-
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cal year 2010 with a total economic
cost of $26.5 billion, the highest total
since at least 1981.

The cost of regulations is a big obsta-
cle for American job creators. But
when you think about regulations, here
are examples of some of the ones that
can make you laugh.

The Department of Energy requires
microwave makers to measure the
amount of energy their products use in
the ‘“‘off”” position.

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy wants stricter regulations on the
amount of dust on American farms.

The Department of the Interior
wants to impose a fee on Christmas
tree sales to promote Christmas tree
sales.

When you think about how govern-
ment regulations destroy American
jobs, these are the statistics that will
make you cry. According to a Lou-
isiana State University professor, the
Department of the Interior’s de facto
moratorium of exploration in the Gulf
of Mexico could cost 36,137 jobs. In ad-
dition, more than 80,000 jobs could be
lost due to the EPA regulations tar-
geting the cement industry; and, fi-
nally, EPA greenhouse gas regulations
could cost $1.4 million jobs.

The American people placed an upper
limit on the damage that Washington
Democrats could inflict on the econ-
omy by firing House Democrats in the
last election.

In January, we began to implement
the Pledge to America, which is fo-
cused on providing an environment for
economic growth and job creation. We
voted to repeal the government take-
over of health care, roll back costly
Obama administration regulations, cut
job-destroying spending and change the
culture of Washington, D.C., from one
which talks about how much more they
can spend, to one which now talks
about how much we can cut in spend-
ing.

The United States Congress in 2009
passed the President’s almost $300 bil-
lion stimulus package, which we now
have convincing proof it did nothing to
reduce unemployment. Today the
House of Representatives has sent nine
real-life job creating bills to the U.S.
Senate, yet those bills continue to sit,
waiting to be voted on, similar to the
Cut, Cap, and Balance that we sent
over that the Senate majority leader
tabled.

I have introduced my own piece of
legislation to do my part to try to re-
duce unemployment, The Small Busi-
ness Encouragement Act, H.R. 1663.

The President continues with an eco-
nomic policy based on job-killing over-
regulation, the specter of increased
taxes and the implementation of
ObamaCare. How many more months
are we going to see this stagnant job
growth? We are now at 29 months of
unemployment in the United States of
America being at or above 9 percent.

The President has to realize his poli-
cies have failed. They have failed the
American people, and it is time to go
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in a different direction. The solution
lies in economic taxation and regu-
latory policies which incentivize long-
term private sector growth. We must
restore confidence, provide access to
capital which will create economic cer-
tainty. Now is not the time for more
rhetoric on spending, borrowing, and
raising taxes. Our country is in a cri-
sis, and time is running out.

We must remember that it is those
same mom and pop stores on Main
Street back in our respective districts
that create the jobs for our teenagers
during these summer months. It is the
local hair salon back home that my
wife and my two daughters visit often
that would be affected by the uncer-
tainty that persists throughout this
Nation.

Economic uncertainty created by our
massive Federal debt, burdensome reg-
ulatory environment on small busi-
nesses, and uncertain tax policy for
2012 is slowing commerce; and we must
turn the corner. Today’s somber GDP
announcement in the last quarter of 1.3
percent growth and the previous quar-
ter, 0.5 percent growth, is further proof
that President Obama’s administra-
tion’s economic strategy is not work-
ing.

Unemployment still remains above 9
percent, at 9.2 percent nationally; in
the inner city and our black commu-
nities is at 16.2 percent; and, unfortu-
nately, for our veterans, of which I am
one, that unemployment rate is 13 per-
cent.

We just talked about our quarterly
GDP growth. That is unacceptable for
the most powerful economy in the
world. Providing certainty for Amer-
ica’s small businesses should be the
number one priority for Washington,
considering they are the backbone of
our Nation’s workforce and the engine
of our economy.

In May, House Republicans put forth
a plan for America’s job creators. That
includes commonsense policies to re-
move uncertainty by reducing regu-
latory burdens, lowering business tax
rates to 25 percent, spurring exports by
quickly passing the pending free trade
agreements, and introducing a budget
that gets our Nation’s fiscal house in
order. The sooner we enact policies
like these into law, the sooner our
small businesses will be able to lead us
out of this economic downturn.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

—
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SENATE SHENANIGANS ON DEBT
LIMIT BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of
the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. It’s been quite an
eventful day here on the House floor, a
lot of scurrying, a lot of things going
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