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enough to mention: Ezra Klein, of the Wash-
ington Post, cleverly points out in a recent arti-
cle titled, ‘‘The Worst Idea in Washington’’ that 
under a BBA, not a single budget of the Bush 
or Reagan Administrations would qualify as 
Constitutional. In fact, the only recent Adminis-
tration which would not violate the require-
ments of the Balanced Budget Amendment 
would be President Clinton for only two of his 
budgets. 

Mr. Speaker, if President Reagan’s budget 
wouldn’t qualify, is this really something we 
should even be considering? 

Conclusion: I’ve listed a few, and certainly 
not an exhaustive list, of arguments against 
the Balanced Budget Amendment. The truth is 
the federal budget is quite unlike the fiscal 
practices of businesses, families, and states. 
Contrary to popular myth, except in times of 
war and recessions, the country has a con-
servative record of keeping deficits in line. 

Our government needs the flexibility to re-
spond in times of economic downturn or war, 
in a way that businesses, families and states 
never have to consider. 

I’ve been in the House long enough to 
know, that when my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle came into the majority with 
large deficits and debt, I knew their first re-
sponse would be to cut social spending, weak-
en government regulation, and underfund pro-
tection of workers’ rights, civil rights, environ-
mental protections, you name it. 

I wish I could say I didn’t see this coming. 
But, conservative politicians want to get the 
government ‘‘off the backs’’ of business, fi-
nance and industry. They are willing and 
ready to use the current economic situation to 
do it and they intend to place the burden on 
the backs of middle class families, seniors, 
children, veterans and the poor. 

The Republican budget we voted on today 
does just that. The Balanced Budget Amend-
ment aims to make it a permanent fixture. 

Mr. Speaker, I know we can do better. We 
cannot balance the budget on the backs of 
middle class Americans. We need to achieve 
the America of everyone’s dreams. The bur-
den of that dream must rest squarely on the 
shoulders of every American that can carry it. 

I find it offensive that some of the most prof-
itable corporations in this country pay no taxes 
and some even get a refund. I find it offensive 
that the richest 400 people in the country who 
have more wealth than half of all Americans 
combined have an effective tax rate of only 
16.6%. 

In the words of William Jennings Bryan, 
‘‘When I find a man who is not willing to bear 
his share of the burdens of the government 
which protects him, I find a man who is unwor-
thy to enjoy the blessings of a government like 
ours.’’ With those wise words, I yield back the 
balance of my time. 
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HONORING ALVIN AURELIANO 
DAVIS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, August 1, 2011 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Alvin Aureliano 
Davis, who was recently named the 2012 
Macy’s Florida Department of Education State 

Teacher of the Year. With this honor, Mr. 
Davis will serve as the Christa McAuliffe Am-
bassador for education, touring Florida as an 
education advocate. Mr. Davis is the band 
teacher at Miramar High School and has been 
a music educator for the past 11 years. By ac-
tively encouraging his students and keeping 
them engaged on obtainable goals, his stu-
dents find success both in and out of the 
classroom. For the past three years, every 
student who was a regular participating mem-
ber of the Miramar High band program has 
gone on to college under his guidance and 
leadership. 

Alvin Davis graduated from Florida A&M 
University with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Music Education. He began his professional 
career as the band instructor at Crystal Lake 
Middle School, teaching the fundamentals of 
band to 6th thru 8th graders. As the director 
of the Miramar High School band, Mr. Davis, 
has continuously constructed his music pro-
gram and performances with the philosophy of 
developing an award winning, academic-fo-
cused music program on the cutting edge of 
creativity and band pageantry. 

Mr. Davis has a genuine and vested interest 
in his students. Passing on the legacy of 
music appreciation is only part of his greater 
mission of instilling academics and discipline. 
He requires his students to receive one-on- 
one counseling with a member of the band 
staff, and he personally reviews students’ re-
port cards and interim reports. Every school 
band rehearsal includes a one-hour study hall 
where students are tutored. He has imple-
mented guidelines that high school seniors 
can perform only if they have registered to 
take the ACT or SAT college entrance exams, 
and must prove they have applied for admis-
sion to a college or university. 

Over the years he has developed a reputa-
tion as an educator with a heart as big as the 
moon as he is wholeheartedly dedicated to the 
entire educational welfare of students. 

Alvin Davis is the husband of Tiffani Davis 
and the proud father of 16-month-old Caitlyn. 
I proudly acknowledge his achievement as the 
2012 Macy’s Florida Department of Education 
State Teacher of the Year and appreciate his 
commitment to the many students whose lives 
he has positively impacted. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESI-
DENTIAL DOLLAR COIN EFFI-
CIENCY ACT OF 2011 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, August 1, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the ‘‘Presidential Dollar Coin Effi-
ciency Act of 2011.’’ This bill makes some 
changes to a law I was proud to cosponsor 
back in 2005, the ‘‘Presidential Dollar Coin Act 
of 2005.’’ At the time, the Congressional 
Budget Office estimated that the bill would re-
duce the deficit by $280 million over the life of 
the program. However, since the law has been 
in place, it is clear that demand for the dollar 
coins has not been as high as predicted. The 
Federal Reserve is now spending its re-
sources to house excess coin stock that 
comes back to the reserve banks after they 
have been in circulation. 

The bill I am introducing today will address 
the problems of a lack of coordination be-
tween the Fed and Treasury and will remove 
some of the statutory restrictions in the law 
that keep the two agencies from running the 
program efficiently in an environment of lower 
demand. But the bill will maintain the program 
which numismatists, citizens, and businesses 
have invested in and which should continue. 

The bill seeks to make changes to the pro-
gram that will allow it to function more effi-
ciently with the goal of reducing the number of 
coins that have to be stored at the Fed. It will 
also require the Fed and Treasury to coordi-
nate administration of the Presidential Dollar 
Coin program by: requiring the two agencies 
to come up with a plan to reduce excess re-
serves; eliminating the introductory period for 
unmixed coins; capping the number of coins 
that the Mint can produce based on numis-
matic demand from the year before; removing 
the requirement that the Mint spend money on 
marketing the coin; and moving up the report-
ing requirement under a law passed last year 
that gives the Mint the authority to research 
and develop new metals for coins. 

By removing some of the statutory con-
straints that were placed on the Fed and 
Treasury in the original law, I believe that this 
worthy program can continue in a more limited 
manner which will reduce excess coin stock 
being housed at the Fed. I urge my colleagues 
to support this legislation. 
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INTRODUCING THE PARENTAL 
CONSENT ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, August 1, 2011 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce 
the Parental Consent Act. This bill forbids fed-
eral funds from being used for any universal 
or mandatory mental-health screening of stu-
dents without the express, written, voluntary, 
informed consent of their parents or legal 
guardians. This bill protects the fundamental 
right of parents to direct and control the up-
bringing and education of their children. 

The New Freedom Commission on Mental 
Health has recommended that the federal and 
state governments work toward the implemen-
tation of a comprehensive system of mental- 
health screening for all Americans. The com-
mission recommends that universal or manda-
tory mental-health screening first be imple-
mented in public schools as a prelude to ex-
panding it to the general public. However, nei-
ther the commission’s report nor any related 
mental-health screening proposal requires pa-
rental consent before a child is subjected to 
mental-health screening. Federally-funded uni-
versal or mandatory mental-health screening 
in schools without parental consent could lead 
to labeling more children as ‘‘ADD’’ or ‘‘hyper-
active’’ and thus force more children to take 
psychotropic drugs, such as Ritalin, against 
their parents’ wishes. 

Already, too many children are suffering 
from being prescribed psychotropic drugs for 
nothing more than children’s typical rambunc-
tious behavior. According to the article ‘‘Better 
but Not Best: Recent Trends in the Well-Ber-
ing of The Mentally Ill’’ (Health Affairs, May/ 
June 2009) in 2006 more than one in 20 chil-
dren were prescribed medications for mental- 
health conditions! 
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