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Whereas automatic fire alarm systems pro-

vide the early warning of a fire that is nec-
essary for occupants and the fire department 
to take appropriate action; 

Whereas automatic fire sprinkler systems 
are a highly effective method of controlling 
or extinguishing a fire in its early stages, 
protecting the lives of the building’s occu-
pants; 

Whereas many college students live in off- 
campus residences, fraternity and sorority 
housing, and residence halls that are not 
adequately protected with automatic fire 
sprinkler systems and automatic fire alarm 
systems; 

Whereas fire safety education is an effec-
tive method of reducing the occurrence of 
fires and reducing the resulting loss of life 
and property damage; 

Whereas college students do not routinely 
receive effective fire safety education during 
their time in college; 

Whereas it is vital to educate young people 
in the United States about the importance of 
fire safety to help ensure fire-safe behavior 
by young people during their college years 
and beyond; and 

Whereas, by developing a generation of 
fire-safe adults, future loss of life from fires 
may be significantly reduced: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2011 as ‘‘Campus 

Fire Safety Month’’; and 
(2) encourages administrators of institu-

tions of higher education and municipalities 
across the country— 

(A) to provide educational programs to all 
students during September and throughout 
the school year; 

(B) to evaluate the level of fire safety 
being provided in both on- and off-campus 
student housing; and 

(C) to ensure fire-safe living environments 
through fire safety education, installation of 
fire suppression and detection systems, and 
the development and enforcement of applica-
ble codes relating to fire safety. 

f 

NATIONAL AIRBORNE DAY 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. Res. 254. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 254) designating Au-
gust 16, 2011, as ‘‘National Airborne Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements relating to this matter 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 254) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 254 

Whereas the airborne forces of the Armed 
Forces have a long and honorable history as 
bold and fierce warriors who, for the na-
tional security of the United States and the 
defense of freedom and peace, project the 

ground combat power of the United States 
by air transport to the far reaches of the bat-
tle area and to the far corners of the world; 

Whereas the United States’ experiment 
with airborne operations began on June 25, 
1940, when the Army Parachute Test Platoon 
was first authorized by the Department of 
War, and 48 volunteers began training in 
July 1940; 

Whereas August 16 marks the anniversary 
of the first official Army parachute jump on 
August 16, 1940, to test the innovative con-
cept of inserting United States ground com-
bat forces behind a battle line by means of a 
parachute; 

Whereas the success of the Army Para-
chute Test Platoon in the days immediately 
before the entry of the United States into 
World War II validated the airborne oper-
ational concept and led to the creation of a 
formidable force of airborne formations, 
such as the 11th, 13th, 17th, 82nd, and 101st 
Airborne Divisions; 

Whereas included in these divisions, and 
among other separate formations, were 
many airborne combat, combat support, and 
combat service support units that served 
with distinction and achieved repeated suc-
cess in armed hostilities that provide the lin-
eage and legacy of many airborne units 
throughout our Armed Forces; 

Whereas the achievements of the airborne 
forces during World War II prompted the evo-
lution of those forces into a diversified force 
of parachute and air-assault units that, over 
the years, have fought in Korea, Vietnam, 
Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf region, 
and Somalia, and have engaged in peace-
keeping operations in Lebanon, the Sinai Pe-
ninsula, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Bos-
nia, and Kosovo; 

Whereas since the terrorist attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, United States airborne 
forces, which include members of the XVIII 
Airborne Corps, the 82nd Airborne Division, 
the 101st Airborne Division, the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade Combat Team, the 4th Brigade 
Combat Team (Airborne) of the 25th Infantry 
Division, the 75th Ranger Regiment, and spe-
cial operations forces of the Army, Marine 
Corps, Navy, and Air Force, together with 
other units of the Armed Forces, have dem-
onstrated bravery and honor in combat, sta-
bility, and training operations in Afghani-
stan and Iraq; 

Whereas the modern-day airborne force 
also includes other elite forces composed of 
airborne trained and qualified special oper-
ations warriors, including Army Special 
Forces, Marine Corps Reconnaissance units, 
Navy SEALs, and Air Force combat control 
and para-rescue teams; 

Whereas of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States airborne forces, 
thousands have achieved the distinction of 
making combat jumps, dozens have earned 
the Medal of Honor, and hundreds have 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross, the 
Silver Star, or other decorations and awards 
for displays of heroism, gallantry, intre-
pidity, and valor; 

Whereas the members and former members 
of the United States airborne forces are all 
members of a proud and honorable tradition 
that, together with their special skills and 
achievements, distinguishes such members 
as intrepid combat parachutists, air assault 
forces, special operation forces, and, in 
former days, glider troops; 

Whereas the history and achievements of 
the members and former members of the 
United States airborne forces warrant spe-
cial expressions of the gratitude of the peo-
ple of the United States; and 

Whereas since the airborne forces, past and 
present, celebrate August 16 as the anniver-
sary of the first official jump by the Army 
Parachute Test Platoon, August 16 is an ap-

propriate day to recognize as National Air-
borne Day: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates August 16, 2011, as ‘‘National 

Airborne Day’’; and 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to observe National Airborne Day with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties. 

f 

NATIONAL CHESS DAY 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
to proceed to S. Res. 255. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 255) designating Octo-
ber 8, 2011, as ‘‘National Chess Day’’ to en-
hance awareness and encourage students and 
adults to engage in a game known to en-
hance critical thinking and problem-solving 
skills. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr ROCKEFELLER: Mr. President, I 
rise today in support of this resolution 
to designate National Chess Day as Oc-
tober 8, 2011. I greatly appreciate the 
support of my colleague, Senator 
LAMAR ALEXANDER of Tennessee. 

National Chess Day is designed to en-
hance awareness and encourage stu-
dents and adults to engage in a game 
known to enhance critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 

There are 76,000 members of the 
Chess Federation and half of them are 
students. Studies indicate that chess 
programs can help with students im-
proving in math and reading. Engaging 
students in such activities can make 
learning fun and help them develop a 
lifelong pastime to engage their skills. 

Engaging students in chess is a won-
derful opportunity to promote edu-
cation, and I hope as school begins in a 
few weeks, more students will join the 
Chess Federation and learn this histor-
ical game. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements relating to this matter 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 255) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 255 

Whereas there are more than 76,000 mem-
bers of the United States Chess Federation 
(referred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Federa-
tion’’), and unknown numbers of additional 
people in the United States who play the 
game without joining an official organiza-
tion; 

Whereas approximately 1⁄2 of the members 
of the Federation are scholastic members, 
and many of the scholastic members join by 
the age of 10; 

Whereas the Federation is very supportive 
of the scholastic programs and sponsors a 
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