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with an I.E.D. in Wardak Province while as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Regi-
ment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th Moun-
tain Division out of Ft. Polk, LA. 

Specialist James joined the U.S. Army in 
June of 2008. Upon completion of his training 
in November of 2009, Specialist James re-
ported to Ft. Polk, LA. where he deployed with 
his unit in October 2010 to Afghanistan in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Specialist James’s impressive list of awards 
and decorations include the Bronze Star; Pur-
ple Heart; Army Commendation Medal; Army 
Achievement Medal; Army Good Conduct 
Medal; Afghanistan Campaign Medal; Over-
seas Service Ribbon; NATO Medal; National 
Defense Service Medal; Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal and the Combat Action Badge. 

Specialist James was a former student at 
Pine Ridge High School in Deltona where he 
was an accomplished athlete in Football, Bas-
ketball and Track. James was known as a 
good student who was well liked by those who 
knew him. 

We shall never forget the ultimate sacrifice 
Specialist James has given for his country. His 
actions will serve as an everlasting reminder 
of the dedication and sacrifice the members of 
our nation’s armed services make every day. 

Specialist James is survived by his Aunt 
and Uncle. 
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HONORING COACH MEL 
TJEERDSMA 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding 
achievements of Northwest Missouri State 
University Football Coach Mel Tjeerdsma. 
Coach Tjeerdsma is one of the most success-
ful and well respected coaches in the history 
of collegiate football, coaching Bearcat Foot-
ball for 17 seasons. I join with the rest of the 
Bearcat Nation in congratulating Coach 
Tjeerdsma on his many years of success, con-
tributions to the community and retirement. 

Mr. Speaker, Coach Tjeerdsma orchestrated 
arguably the greatest football program trans-
formations in the history of collegiate athletics. 
In his first season, Coach Tjeerdsma went 
from 0–11 in 1994 to 183–32 with three na-
tional championships and 12 conference 
championships. He coached 44 All-Americans, 
119 All-MIAA student athletes, and 14 Na-
tional Football League players. Coach 
Tjeerdsma’s leadership and mentoring has 
made a difference in the lives of his student- 
athletes. Coach Tjeerdsma was recently rec-
ognized and inducted into the NCAA Division 
II Football Hall of Fame and the Missouri 
Sports Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, Coach Tjeerdsma is not only 
the Bearcat football program’s all-time 
winningest coach, but his focus on the class-
room is second to none for his student-ath-
letes. Coach Tjeerdsma’s teams have featured 
seven academic All-Americans and one Na-
tional Scholar Athlete of the Year. Coach 
Tjeerdsma’s football graduation rate is far 
above the national average of 53 percent with 
an impressive 85 percent. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and the 
rest of the Bearcat Family in applauding 

Coach Mel Tjeerdsma’s outstanding achieve-
ments and contributions to the community and 
to the sport. We wish Coach Tjeerdsma and 
Carol the very best in years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO COL. CHARLES P. 
MURRAY, JR., AMERICAN HERO 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on August 12, 2011, one of the most out-
standing patriots of America’s Greatest Gen-
eration passed away. The beloved Col. 
Charles P. Murray, Jr., a Medal of Honor re-
cipient of World War II who also served in 
Korea and Vietnam died peacefully at home in 
Columbia, South Carolina. 

Colonel Chuck Murray was recognized by a 
thoughtful article on August 18, 2011, by Jeff 
Wilkinson of The State (August 18, 2011) 
newspaper of Columbia. 

COL. CHARLES P. MURRAY REMEMBERED 
(By Jeff Wilkinson) 

Col. Charles P. Murray, Jr., a Medal of 
Honor recipient from World War II, was re-
membered Wednesday in Columbia as a hum-
ble hero who protected his men in battle, 
loved his family and worked tirelessly, until 
his death at age 89, to promote veterans’ 
issues and educate students about patriotism 
and service to country. 

‘‘The word hero has never been about foot-
ball players and movie stars,’’ retired Col. 
Kevin Shwedo, a past deputy commander of 
Fort Jackson, said in a eulogy. ‘‘He defines 
what a hero is.’’ 

After being drafted in 1942, Murray, who 
grew up in Wilmington, N.C., landed on 
Omaha Beach in 1944 after D-Day and joined 
the 3rd Infantry Division in France. 

On Dec. 16 near Kaysersberg, France, the 
platoon that Murray was leading was pinned 
down on a ridge under heavy fire by 200 well- 
entrenched Germans. Murray, using a vari-
ety of weapons, killed 20 enemy soldiers and 
captured 10 more, single-handedly driving 
the Germans from the position. At the end of 
his assault, a German grenade riddled him 
with shrapnel, wounding him in eight places. 
He spent only four days recovering at a med-
ical aid station before ‘‘borrowing’’ a uni-
form and returning to his unit. 

None of the other men in his platoon was 
injured. 

‘‘His focus was keeping his men safe,’’ 
Shwedo said. ‘‘And he kept his men safe.’’ 

Murray, awarded the Medal of Honor for 
that action, also received three Silver Stars 
and two Bronze Stars for other acts of valor. 

Murray’s flag-draped coffin was carried by 
horse-drawn caisson from Dunbar Funeral 
Home to the First Presbyterian Church, a 
few blocks away. It was accompanied by pall-
bearers from the Arlington Cemetery’s ‘‘Old 
Guard,’’ the Army’s oldest active-duty infan-
try unit. Murray once was deputy com-
mander of the unit, best known, perhaps, for 
maintaining a 24-hour-a-day vigil at the 
Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. 

Honorary pallbearers included four Medal 
of Honor recipients—Sgt. John F. Baker Jr. 
of Columbia, Maj. Gen. James E. Livingston 
of Charleston, Sgt. Maj. Robert M. Patterson 
of Raleigh, N.C., and Col. Walter J. ‘‘Joe’’ 
Marm of Fremont, N. C.—as well as members 
of Murray’s VFW Post 641. Also participating 
were a color guard and about 40 members of 
the 3rd Infantry Division from Fort Stewart, 
Ga., Murray’s unit in World War II. 

Murray died of congestive heart failure 
Friday, six weeks after having a pacemaker 
implanted. He passed away in his bed while 
taking a nap, family members said. 

Murray is survived by his wife, Anne, son 
Brian of Fort Payne, Ala., and daughter Cyn-
thia Anne of Roswell, Ga. Another son, 
Charles P. Murray III, of Columbia passed 
away in 2004. 

About 600 people attended the memorial 
service. 

More stood quietly outside on the sidewalk 
throughout the service to see Murray’s re-
mains pass by on the way to and from the 
church. ‘‘I wanted to pay my respects,’’ said 
Dick Rosenbeck of Columbia, a four-year 
veteran of the U. S. Air Force. 

Inside, dignitaries included Fort Jackson 
commander Maj. Gen. James Milano, U.S. 
Rep. Joe Wilson of Springdale and Col. Ted 
Bell of Columbia, one of The Citadel’s most 
decorated graduates from World War II. 

Bell was on the faculty of the Infantry 
School at Fort Benning, Ga., after the war 
with Murray, a close friend. 

‘‘I thought he would be a big ol’ dumb fella 
coming in there with all his exploits, but he 
had a brilliant mind,’’ said Bell, 91, who re-
ceived the Distinguished Service Cross and 
Silver Star while fighting in the Pacific. ‘‘He 
was a fine person. A fine family man. And he 
was one of the greatest heroes we’ve ever 
known. There is no question about it.’’ 

The Service of Worship for the Remem-
brance of and Thanksgiving for the Life of 
Col. Charles P. Murray, Jr., September 26, 
1921–August 12, 2011, on August 17, 2011, was 
conducted at the historic First Presbyterian 
Church (Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Denomination) established in 1795. This was 
the boyhood church of President Woodrow 
Wilson and his parents Reverend and Mrs. 
Joseph R. Wilson are buried in the Church-
yard with Ann Pamela Cunningham who, in 
1853, founded the Mount Vernon Ladies Asso-
ciation which purchased and preserved 
Mount Vernon: 

The following biography and citation were 
published in the program: 

CHARLES P. MURRAY, JR. 
Charles P. Murray, Jr., entered the Army 

from Wilmington, North Carolina, in 1942, at-
tended Infantry OCS and was commissioned 
2d. Lt. in 1943. He served during WWII in 
France, Germany and Austria with 3d Infan-
try Division. His final combat assignment 
was as a brigade commander in Vietnam, 
where he served with the 196th Light Infan-
try Brigade and 9th Infantry Division. His 
awards include the Medal of Honor, the Sil-
ver Star (3 OLC), Legion of Merit (3 OLC), 
Bronze Star (OLC), Air Medal (6 OLC), Pur-
ple Heart, French Legion of Honor and Croix 
de Guerre, and various Republic of Vietnam 
commendation and service medals. He at-
tended National War College and has degrees 
from University of North Carolina and 
George Washington University. 

CITATION FOR THE MEDAL OF HONOR 
For commanding Company C, 30th Infan-

try, displaying supreme courage and heroic 
initiative near Kaysersberg, France, on 16 
December 1944, while leading a reinforced 
platoon into enemy territory. Descending 
into a valley beneath hilltop positions held 
by our troops, he observed a force of 200 Ger-
mans pouring deadly mortar, bazooka, ma-
chinegun, and small arms fire into an Amer-
ican battalion occupying the crest of the 
ridge. The enemy’s position in a sunken 
road, though hidden from the ridge, was open 
to a flank attack by 1st Lt. Murray’s patrol 
but he hesitated to commit so small a force 
to battle with the superior and strongly dis-
posed enemy. Crawling out ahead of his 
troops to a vantage point, he called by radio 
for artillery fire. His shells bracketed the 
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German force, but when he was about to cor-
rect the range his radio went dead. He re-
turned to his patrol, secured grenades and a 
rifle to launch them and went back to his 
self-appointed outpost. His first shots dis-
closed his position; the enemy directed 
heavy fire against him as he methodically 
fired his missiles into the narrow defile. 
Again he returned to his patrol. With an 
automatic rifle and ammunition, he once 
more moved to his exposed position. Burst 
after burst he fired into the enemy, killing 
20, wounding many others, and completely 
disorganizing its ranks, which began to with-
draw. He prevented the removal of 3 German 
mortars by knocking out a truck. By that 
time a mortar had been brought to his sup-
port. 1st Lt. Murray directed fire of this 
weapon, causing further casualties and con-
fusion in the German ranks. Calling on his 
patrol to follow, he then moved out toward 
his original objective, possession of a bridge 
and construction of a roadblock. He captured 
10 Germans in foxholes. An eleventh, while 
pretending to surrender, threw a grenade 
which knocked him to the ground, inflicting 
8 wounds. Though suffering and bleeding pro-
fusely, he refused to return to the rear until 
he had chosen the spot for the block and had 
seen his men correctly deployed. By his sin-
gle-handed attack on an overwhelming force 
and by his intrepid and heroic fighting, 1st 
Lt. Murray stopped a counterattack, estab-
lished an advance position against formi-
dable odds, and provided an inspiring exam-
ple for the men of his command. 

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE 
The Rev. Dr. Sinclair B. Ferguson, Senior 

Minister, The First Presbyterian Church; 
The Rev. L. Craig Wilkes, Associate Min-

ister, The First Presbyterian Church; 
The Rev. Dr. Mark E. Ross, Professor of 

Theology, Erskine Seminary; 
Col. (ret.) Kevin A. Shwedo, Executive Di-

rector, South Carolina Department of Motor 
Vehicles; 

Dr. Richard Conant, Professor Emeritus, 
University of South Carolina School of 
Music; 

Mr. Ronald E. Miller, Organist, The First 
Presbyterian Church. 

One of Colonel Murray’s greatest honors 
was the naming in 2001 in appreciation of his 
service of Charles P. Murray Middle School 
in his childhood home of Wilmington, North 
Carolina. This is such an appropriate legacy 
for an American Hero. He was devoted to 
promoting freedom and opportunity for the 
young people of America. At Wilmington, he 
earned the Boy Scout Eagle Scout Award in 
1934. He is one of only eight known Eagle 
Scouts to receive the Medal of Honor. In 
1938, he graduated from Wilmington’s New 
Hanover High School. 

Thomas E. McCutchen, Sr., Esq., one of 
South Carolina’s most respected attorneys 
as senior partner of McCutchen, Blanton, 
Hopkins, and Campbell, LLP, eloquently 
praised his fellow church member: 

‘‘Colonel Charles Murray, Jr., was an in-
credible giant who successfully performed 
for all America and for you and for me. He 
was the ultimate solider. He was a step 
ahead of bravery. Every man, woman, and 
child here is indebted to him for freedom. On 
Sundays, he sat next to the outside aisle on 
the left side of this Church as you face the 
congregation.’’ 

Colonel Murray was a vital participant in 
patriotic observances. He enlivened each 
year the Carolina Celebration of Liberty at 
the First Baptist Church of Columbia led by 
Pastor Wendell Estep and First Lady Linda 
Estep with the extraordinary choreography 
by Minister of Music Steve Phillips being 
passionately emceed by the legendary Joe 
Pinner. Each year, he highlighted the Co-

lumbia Veterans Day Parade, one of the na-
tion’s largest, where tens of thousands of 
school children recognized his achievements 
with the program organized by Mayors Pat-
ton Adams, Bob Coble, and now Steve Ben-
jamin, with emcee Earl Brown who is Second 
Congressional District Deputy Director. I es-
pecially remember in 2003 Colonel Murray 
was recognized at the patriotic services at 
Grace Baptist Church in West Columbia or-
ganized by Mary Kerr and the late Reverend 
Bob Kelly. This was my last opportunity to 
appear with him in uniform as a Colonel in 
the Army National Guard. 

Another legacy of his life of service is his 
success with the late Medal of Honor recipi-
ent J. Elliott Williams, the Navy’s most 
decorated hero of the Vietnam War, in mov-
ing the Medal of Honor Society Museum to 
the U.S.S. Yorktown in 1993 at Patriot’s 
Point in Charleston Harbor at Mount Pleas-
ant. 

Colonel Murray was instrumental in Octo-
ber 2010 to work with Brigadier General Eu-
gene F. Rogers and his wife former State 
Representative Elsie Rast Stuart Rogers (R– 
Pelion) along with Colonel Myron Har-
rington to organize the national 2010 Con-
gressional Medal of Honor Convention at 
Charleston. The hosts were the South Caro-
lina State Guard Foundation and The Cita-
del, South Carolina’s historic military col-
lege. 

In 2004, Colonel Murray was presented an 
elegantly engraved Browning weapon by 
Herst Fabrique Nationale of Liege, Belgium, 
in appreciation of helping the liberation of 
Belgium, France and Luxembourg from the 
Nazis. It was presented to him at their sub-
sidiary FN Manufacturing Company located 
near his home in Columbia which is recog-
nized for its world class armaments. The 
Browning Automatic Rifle was his weapon 
on December 16, 1944. 

I will always cherish our final joint appear-
ance as co-Grand Marshalls of the 
Sparkleberry Country Fair Parade this 
spring at Sandhills in Richland Northeast. 
This family-friendly event was organized by 
former County Councilman John Monroe and 
the white horse-drawn carriage was driven 
by Don Purcell. It was inspiring to see the 
public’s warm response when they recognized 
Colonel Murray. 

My wife, Roxanne, and I know of his en-
couragement of young people in military 
service. He was a devoted advisor to our son 
Alan for his Field Artillery service in Iraq 
and his current service as an Army National 
Guard Major and Attorney General of South 
Carolina. Col. Murray and his wife, Anne, 
hosted our son Addison and fiancée Lauren 
Houston for the Washington 2001 Inaugural 
Ceremonies for Medal of Honor recipients 
and he is now a Lieutenant in the Navy hav-
ing served as a physician in Iraq. At the 60th 
Anniversary of The Battle of the Bulge, 
Colonel Murray was an inspiration for our 
two youngest sons, Army Captain Julian 
Wilson and Army 2nd Lt. Hunter Wilson, 
where the Colonel gave real meaning to our 
visit to The Luxembourg American Ceme-
tery and Memorial at Hamm, Luxembourg, 
which is a world-class perpetual shrine for 
our fallen heroes where General of the Army 
George S. Patton is buried facing thousands 
of his troops. 

Rest In Peace, Colonel Charles P. Murray, 
Jr. You have successfully completed your 
duty for the American people. 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF DRS. FAHIM AND 
NAEEM RAHIM 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, at a 
time when relations between the US and Paki-
stan seem tense, I would like to take a mo-
ment as a long time friend of Pakistan to re-
mind my colleagues of the tremendous con-
tribution that Americans of Pakistani origin 
have made in this country. Today, I wish to 
bring my colleagues attention to the story of 
two of these exemplary individuals, Drs. Fahim 
and Naeem Rahim of Pocatello, Idaho. Their 
unparalleled contributions were formally recog-
nized this past July when they were both 
awarded the prestigious Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor. The award, presented by the National 
Ethnic Coalition, is given yearly to American 
citizens of diverse ethnic origins whose con-
tributions to our society inspire and touch the 
lives of people everywhere. In their journey 
from Peshawar, Pakistan to Pocatello, Idaho, 
the Rahim brothers have come to exemplify 
the American Dream. 

I was in pursuit of this dream that both 
brothers first arrived to the United States in 
the late 90’s, completing their training in Ne-
phrology and Internal Medicine at the New 
York Medical College in Valhalla, New York, 
finishing only one year apart. During this time, 
Fahim and Naeem would lay the foundation of 
what would become their legacy, driven by a 
relentless drive to fulfill the American dream 
while also building bridges between their na-
tive and adopted cultures. 

Their relentless drive and hard work soon 
brought the two brothers to little Pocatello, 
Idaho, where they would establish the first 
Idaho Kidney Institute in 2005. What began as 
a single facility in Pocatello has, through the 
desire, hard work, and clinical expertise of 
Fahim and Naeem, now become the largest 
provider for patients suffering with kidney dis-
ease in Southeast Idaho, with a service area 
that covers a population of 250,000. The 
Idaho Kidney Institute facilities provide hun-
dreds of patients with a medical home for 
treatment of their kidney disease, delivering 
state of the art care and saving hundreds of 
miles of travel for rural Idahoans. 

In addition to their professional success as 
nephrologists, the Drs. Rahim are also mem-
bers of the faculty at Idaho State University, 
giving their time to teaching tomorrow’s med-
ical residents, medical students, physician as-
sistants in training, and nurses. Fahim and 
Naeem have also had commercial success 
creating their own consulting firm, Nephro 
Consultants, which aids new physicians in 
starting their own medical practices. Fahim 
was recently nominated (2008) by the local 
business community for the annual award, 
‘‘Overachiever Under 40.’’ 

Their journey serves as an irrefutable exam-
ple that the American dream is still alive and 
well. Drs. Fahim and Naeem’s noble service to 
others, and the community that they now call 
home, make them two shining examples of 
our unique American tapestry. 
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