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done. I encourage my colleagues to end
this shameful filibuster of the disaster
relief bill. Let us proceed to a full de-
bate on how to help our fellow Ameri-
cans—our fellow Americans—as quick-
ly as we can.

I have taken a lot of time of the Sen-
ate. I yield the floor.

——
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:41 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. WEBB).

——————

APPROVING THE RENEWAL OF IM-
PORT RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED
IN THE BURMESE FREEDOM AND
DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2003—MO-
TION TO PROCEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about the urgent need for
FEMA disaster funds, which is under
this Burma joint resolution. I was very
concerned when I heard some of my
colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives demanding that spending cuts be
in exchange for supplemental disaster
relief funds. Last night, we could not
even pass a procedural vote to proceed
to a bill that would provide this needed
relief. This raises the question, What
kind of country are we? Are we a coun-
try that takes care of the victims of
disasters without hesitation or reluc-
tance or are we a country that engages
in misguided debates in the midst of a
disaster when our citizens need us the
most?

My State of Minnesota has seen its
fair share of natural disasters over the
last few years. In the past year and a
half, President Obama has declared
seven Federal disasters in my State. I
have seen the devastation Mother Na-
ture can cause. I have seen commu-
nities that desperately need Federal as-
sistance to recover. Northwest Min-
nesota has seen the phenomenon of 100-
year floods turn into nearly annual
events. Every spring, towns in the Red
River Valley of the north hope that
this year will not see another record-
setting flood.

This spring, I visited Georgetown,
MN, and watched as they built emer-
gency earthen levees to protect their
town. The town had run out of the clay
needed to build their levee, and the
only choice left for them was to dig up
their baseball field—their park, the di-
amond and the rest of the park. I
watched as they dug up the heart of
their community to protect their
homes and businesses.

That same day, I visited Oslo, MN.
Flooding in the Red River turns Oslo
into an island town. Residents are cut
off from the rest of Minnesota for
weeks as the Red River floods all of the
surrounding roads. That night, as I
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left, I was one of the last cars to make
it out of town before all the roads were
closed, and its residents prayed that
the temporary levees would hold.

The residents of Georgetown and Oslo
were doing what they could do to pro-
tect themselves, but not all disasters
can be anticipated. On June 17 of last
year, storms brought 39 tornadoes, 26
funnel clouds, and 69 reports of hail in
Minnesota. Three Minnesotans died.

The town of Wadena was hit the
hardest; 234 homes were damaged. The
roof was torn off the high school, and
the county fairgrounds and community
center were destroyed.

After a disaster, Minnesotans have
enough to worry about. It would be ter-
ribly unfair to pile politics on top of
their worries. Natural disasters just
happen. They are acts of God, and they
happen without warning. Minnesotans
need to know, when their State and
local governments are overwhelmed,
that their Federal Government will be
there to help them recover. Every
State needs to know that; we are one
country. And they need to know we
will not play politics with their lives
and their livelihood.

Many of the same people who are de-
manding that we offset the costs of
natural disasters have voted year after
year to fund our wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq without paying for them.
Some have done this for nearly 10 years
now. They have passed on well over $1
trillion in debt to our children to fi-
nance wars that have not been a sur-
prise and that we could have and
should have been budgeting for from
the beginning.

For the last 10 years, we have paid
for wars by borrowing from countries
such as China willing to finance our
debt and by giant emergency spending
bills, as they are called. That is un-
usual in American history, where wars
usually prompt reevaluations of our
fiscal policy.

This spring, I introduced my Pay for
War resolution to address this fiscal ir-
responsibility. My resolution would
simply require that war spending be
offset in the future. To be sure, there
can be real emergencies that require
the immediate exercise of military
force with its attendant costs. That is
why my resolution allows the offset re-
quirement to be waived in such emer-
gencies. But when you know year-in
and year-out that you are going to be
at war, you should budget for that and
not just pass the costs on to your chil-
dren.

Iraq and Afghanistan have cost us
well over $1 trillion, and we will be
paying for years to care for the vet-
erans who came back with the wounds
of war. That did not singlehandedly
create our deficit problem, but it sure
made it a lot worse. Yet many of the
same people who now demand that we
must offset disaster spending for Amer-
icans who have lost their homes or are
suffering otherwise have been fine with
spending staggering sums of money on
our wars—without offsetting them.

S5513

Doesn’t that seem just a little hypo-
critical? I wonder, what kind of
mindset does it take to conclude that
it is OK to pass on to your children the
costs of war. Yet, when Americans
have lost their homes or had their com-
munities destroyed, it is not OK to re-
spond to that emergency in an appro-
priate way? It just does not make sense
to me.

When Congress plans its spending, it
can and should be accounted for
through a budget. But when emer-
gencies arise—and natural disasters are
the quintessential emergency—we
should not hesitate to act for the good
of the American people. I believe the
United States of America is a country
that protects its citizens when they are
at their most vulnerable. I hope this
Congress will confirm that conviction
by voting for emergency aid to the
communities across this Nation that
have been devastated by natural disas-
ters.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, as you
no doubt know, the State of Vermont
has been hit very hard by Hurricane
Irene. The storm caused widespread
flooding, resulting in a number of
deaths, the loss of many homes and
businesses, and hundreds of millions of
dollars in damage to our property and
our infrastructure. I have visited many
of the most hard hit towns, and I was
shocked and moved by the extent of
the damage. Many of these towns still
today have very limited access because
the roads and bridges that link them to
the outside world have been destroyed.
Irene will go down in history as one of
the very worst natural disasters ever
to hit the State of Vermont.

Let me take this opportunity again
to thank everybody who has lent a
hand to help their friends and neigh-
bors stricken by this disaster. I espe-
cially wish to commend and thank our
emergency responders—they did a fan-
tastic job—the Vermont National
Guard and our local officials for all
they are doing to assist communities
and individuals in getting back on
their feet.

We still do not know the cost of this
disaster, but let me share with you just
a few preliminary figures, and really
this is quite remarkable, remembering
that Vermont is a State of about
630,000 people, with approximately
200,000 households.

Today, already more than 4,200
Vermonters—and by and large, those
are households—have registered with
FEMA. With 200,000 households, we
have over 4,000 that have already reg-
istered with FEMA.

To date, there have been more than
700 homes confirmed as severely dam-
aged or totally destroyed. Again, we
have about 200,000 households and 700
homes have been confirmed as severely
damaged or completely destroyed.

More than 72,000 homes across the
State were left without electricity.
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