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Helen was an involved member of the
Greater Cleveland community. She was a pa-
rishioner of St. Columbkille Catholic Church
and an active member of her ladies mission
circle. She was involved with the Seven Hills
Golden Agers, St. Columbkille Golden Agers,
Justo Lane Club and was a longtime volunteer
as an election day poll worker.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in remembrance of Mrs. Helen W. Soggs. |
offer my condolences to her sons, Loree and
Jim, her eight grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren.
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, the small
community of Columbia in south central Ken-
tucky is not unlike many of the rural areas of
America that have given of their best young
men and women to guarantee our freedom.
As of today, however, Columbia has the dis-
tinction of being the birthplace of Dakota
Meyer, only the third living recipient and the
first Marine to be awarded the Medal of Honor
for actions in Irag and Afghanistan.

Today, President Barack Obama will award
Dakota Meyer the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of
his life above and beyond the call of duty. He
will receive the Medal of Honor for his coura-
geous actions while serving as a member of
Marine Embedded Training Team 2-8, Re-
gional Corps Advisory Command 3-7, in
Kunar Province, Afghanistan, in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. He and his family
will join the President at the White House to
commemorate his example of selfless service.

The Medal of Honor is awarded to members
of the Armed Forces who distinguish them-
selves with meritorious conduct involving great
personal bravery or self-sacrifice so con-
spicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual
above his or her comrades, and the action
must have involved risk of life. There must be
incontestable proof of the performance of the
meritorious conduct, and each recommenda-
tion for the award must be considered on the
standard of extraordinary merit.

On September 8, 2009 an Afghan battalion
was set to go to a village in the Ganjgal Val-
ley. According to the plan, Meyer was to stay
with the vehicles near the mouth of the valley
and the Afghan soldiers and their U.S. advis-
ers would walk into the village from there. But
as the lead of the column approached the vil-
lage more than 50 insurgents fired from posi-
tions on mountains surrounding the valley and
from within the village. The troops were
trapped.

Back at the vehicles, Meyer heard the firing.
When requests for airstrikes and permission to
drive into the valley were repeatedly denied,
Meyer set himself in the turret of a Humvee
and rode straight into the firefight, taking fire
from all directions. He went in not once, but
five times, trying to rescue his comrades and
taking to foot in an effort to locate his team.
During about six hours of chaotic fighting, he
took out eight Taliban militants and provided
cover for Afghan and U.S. servicemen to es-
cape the ambush, according to a Marine
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Corps account of the events. Meyer saved the
lives of 13 U.S. troops and 23 Afghan soldiers.

| join Dakota Meyer's hometown of Colum-
bia, Kentucky in pride as they celebrate this
rare distinction for their native son. Meyer
joins the ranks of a small company, who in the
face of adversity rise to the occasion and do
what needs to be done regardless of the con-
sequences. His heroic actions reflect the val-
ues taught and practiced in small communities
throughout the heart of America.
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Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 706 | was inadvertently recorded as voting
“nay.”

Please let the permanent record reflect that
| support H.J. Res. 77 and my vote should be
recorded as “aye.”

| support H.J. Res. 77 because Congress
should not increase the debt limit until addi-
tional substantial cuts are made to the Federal
budget.

——————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. Jay Williams, who has recently
been appointed as the Department of Labor’s
Executive Director of the Office of Recovery
for Auto Communities and Workers by Presi-
dent Obama.

Mr. Williams was born and raised in
Youngstown, Ohio. He attended Youngstown
State University and studied finance. After
graduating, he began working with banks
around the Youngstown area. He continued
working in the banking industry as an exam-
iner for the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleve-
land.

Upon leaving the financial industry, Mr. Wil-
liams became the director of Youngstown’s
Community Development Agency. He served
as the leader of Youngstown 2010. This ongo-
ing initiative plans for a Youngstown that is
“smaller, greener, cleaner, makes efficient use
of its available resources, and capitalizes on
its many cultural amenities and business ad-
vantages.”

In 2005, Mr. Williams was elected as the
Mayor of Youngstown. He was the first African
American elected as Youngstown’s mayor and
was also the first independent candidate elect-
ed since 1922. Mr. Williams was re-elected in
2009. On July 6, 2011, President Obama an-
nounced Mr. Williams as the Executive Direc-
tor of the Office of Recovery for Auto Commu-
nities and Workers; he began on August 8,
2011.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Mr. Jay Williams as he begins his
tenure as the Executive Director of the Office
of Recovery for Auto Communities and Work-
ers. | extend my congratulations and well
wishes as he embarks on this new endeavor.
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Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | would like to discuss an important
issue that affects too many young people
across this country. As many students look
forward to the new school year, there are too
many who fear returning because their school
environment is made unsafe by bullying. Bul-
lying is not a rite of passage and no child
should be afraid to go to school. An unsafe
school environment, including one made un-
safe by daily bullying and harassment, leads
to increased absences and decreased gradua-
tion rates.

A majority of parents, students, and edu-
cators report that bullying and harassment are
issues of major concern. To combat this prob-
lem, | have introduced the Safe Schools Im-
provement Act which would help schools and
school districts develop and improve anti-bul-
lying and anti-harassment initiatives. Fortu-
nately, others are also beginning to address
this issue and are seeking ways to address
bullying and make schools safer.

One effort to combat bullying in our schools
is the “be a STAR (Show Tolerance And Re-
spect) program” being led by World Wrestling
Entertainment, WWE, in collaboration with the
Creative Coalition, the National Education As-
sociation’s Health Information Network, NEA
HIN, Stomp Out Bullying, the Gay & Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation, and the National
School Climate Center amongst others. This
program provides teachers across America
with a comprehensive toolset to teach children
an anti-bullying message. ‘be a STAR’ is pro-
viding an easily accessible teaching aid written
by the NEA HIN and educator Dr. Fran
Prolman that meets National Education Stand-
ards. This teaching aid is available at no cost
to educators and is designed to promote posi-
tive and equitable social environments for stu-
dents within and beyond the classroom set-
ting. The alliance is also offering a “Start Your
Own Be a STAR” Chapter toolkit encouraging
students to spread the anti-bullying message
in their schools and communities. The be a
STAR Alliance has also been instrumental in
encouraging students to seek out resources or
proper intervention to help protect victims of
bullying and other forms of intolerance through
its ‘be a STAR’ pledge.

| had the opportunity to participate in anti-
bullying events with WWE Superstars Rey
Mysterio and Eve, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, American Idol Winner Jordan
Sparks, actor Tim Daly, Dancing with the
Stars’ Chelsie Hightower and many more. |
joined them at the Algin Sutton Community
Center to discuss with children the issue of
bullying and to deliver a strong anti-bullying
message of tolerance and respect. The reac-
tion from the more than 500 children and fami-
lies that participated was very positive.
Through its participation and leadership in the
alliance, WWE has demonstrated a real com-
mitment to raise awareness about bullying,
and is working in local communities around
the country and overseas to combat bullying in
our schools.

The anti-bullying movement has a new
champion in the ‘be a STAR’ Alliance, co-
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