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graduating from Huntersville High School, he
served in the U.S. Army, graduated from Mars
Hill College and received his law degree from
The University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill.

Following his law school graduation in 1954,
Judge Thornburg and his wife moved to Jack-
son County, North Carolina where he began a
law practice with former Congressman David
Hall. He became active in church, civic, and
political affairs, holding offices in the Pres-
byterian Church, the Jaycees, the Lions, and
the Young Democrats.

During Judge Thornburg’s thirteen years as
a practicing trial lawyer, he was elected to
three terms in the North Carolina General As-
sembly. He was appointed as a Superior
Court Judge in 1966 and served on the bench
for sixteen years. Through his hard work and
respect for others, Judge Thornburg was
elected Attorney General of North Carolina in
November of 1984 and served two four-year
terms. As Attorney General, he personally ar-
gued three cases before the United States Su-
preme Court: Riley v. National Federal of the
Blind in 1988, N.C. Department of Transpor-
tation v. Crest St. Council in 1986, and Thorn-
burg v. Gingles in 1986.

In 1994, President Bill Clinton nominated
Judge Thornburg as U.S. District Judge for the
Western District of North Carolina and he was
confirmed by the 104th Congress on January
11, 1995. He served with distinction on the
federal bench until his retirement in 2009.

It is an honor to represent selfless, hard-
working public servants like Judge Lacy
Thornburg. His devotion to public service is a
great source of pride to me and to Western
North Carolina. | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing Judge Lacy Thornburg for
his lasting impact on Western North Carolina.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF FLORENCE
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

HON. RICHARD E. NFAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to ac-
knowledge the work of the Florence Con-
gregational Church located in Florence, Mas-
sachusetts. It was originally a community
church named “The Church of Christ In Flor-
ence.” lts founders visualized it as the center
of the abolitionist movement in the village,
which was already an active station on the un-
derground railroad, with its charter members
being sympathetic to the movement. Its first
settled pastor, Horace Carter Hovey, had been
driven from his pulpit in Indiana because of his
ardent opposition to slavery. Article nine of the
church’s bylaws, adopted on June 3, 1862,
declared “our decided protest against the sin
of slavery.”

The church was dedicated on October 9,
1861, in the sixth month of the Civil War. The
Reverend Hovey twice took a leave of ab-
sence to volunteer with the United States
Christian Commission, serving troops on bat-
tlefields in Virginia. Meanwhile, members of
the infant church sewed clothing for the sol-
diers and sent them “comfort bags” and food
to supplement army rations.

During the 150 years that followed, fifteen
successive pastors have served this faith com-
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munity in Florence. The original twenty-six
members increased to a peak of over 900 in
the 1960s; subsequently membership settled
at its current level of about 200.

The church has continued to function as a
center of community life. Today it shares its
facilities with the Cloverdale Cooperative Nurs-
ery School and Beit Ahavah, a reformed Jew-
ish congregation. It hosts an AA chapter, reg-
ular public suppers, a Boy Scout troop, and a
summer vacation bible school that draws chil-
dren from the surrounding area. The present
pastor, the Reverend Irven A. Gammon, is
deeply committed to his work with the Cancer
Connection and to the community.

———

SUPPORT OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN)

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Republic of China, also known
as Taiwan, which will occur on October 10,
2011.

On October 10, 1911, revolutionaries led by
Dr. Sun Yat-sen launched an uprising in Tai-
wan to overturn dynastic rule that prevailed in
China for over two thousand years. The Provi-
sional Government of the Republic of China
was established, declaring the Republic of
China (ROC) an independent and sovereign
state and the first republic in Asia. Dr. Sun
Yat-sen served as their first president. October
10th is now celebrated annually as ROC’s na-
tional day, also known as “Double Ten Day.”

In honor of the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Republic of China, we remem-
ber and celebrate the struggles the Republic
of China faced in order to become a demo-
cratic republic state. We also acknowledge Dr.
Sun Yat-sen’s dedication to the principles of
nationalism, democracy and the people’s liveli-
hood. Since its founding nearly a century ago,
the Republic of China has undergone tremen-
dous transformations and has matured into a
free-market, multi-party democracy that plays
key roles in the global economy and in main-
taining regional peace and stability.

As a proud member of the Congressional
Taiwan Caucus, | have had the privilege to
travel to Taiwan this past May as part of a bi-
partisan delegation. | had the pleasure of
meeting President Ma Ying-jeou and other
government officials. | was strongly encour-
aged by their commitment to maintaining
strong ties with the United States.

As we celebrate Taiwan’s progress and de-
velopment during the past century, we must
also applaud their commitment to the ideals of
freedom and democracy. | would like to con-
gratulate the people of Taiwan for continuing
in the traditions of Sun Yat-sen and maintain-
ing the vibrant democracy that is a model for
the entire world.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring the Republic of China on the
100th anniversary of its founding.
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RECOGNIZING JOHN D. WAGNER

ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE
TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL LABOR
COUNCIL, AMERICAN FEDERA-
TION OF LABOR—CONGRESS OF
INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS

HON. BETTY SUTTON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge an individual who has tirelessly
advocated on behalf of working families in my
Congressional District.

John D. Wagner is a tenacious leader and
has been a voice for workers in a career that
spans several decades. As Executive Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the Tri-County Regional
Labor Council, John has worked to improve
the lives of workers and promote the beliefs of
organized labor so that working class families
can have a fair shake. A member in good
standing with the United Association of Plumb-
ers & Pipefitters Local Union #219, John
served as the Business Manager and adminis-
tered the business operations and always
worked towards for best interests of its mem-
bership.

John has never ceased in his efforts to ad-
dress the issues and reality of working Ameri-
cans. He is a political force who does not
waver in his belief that each and every Amer-
ican deserves decent, affordable health care
and a secure retirement after a lifetime of hard
work. His voice and actions have inspired
many, and we are grateful for his willingness
to stand up for good wages and benefits for
the middle class.

Though he is retiring from the Tri-County
Regional Labor Council, John will continue his
service on the Barberton City Council, where
he is highly regarded for his responsiveness to
the concerns of the residents in Ward Three.
| commend John on his service and | look for-
ward to working with him to improve the qual-
ity of life for working families across Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the dedicated service of Mr.
John D. Wagner as he retires from the Tri-
County Regional Labor Council, American
Federation of Labor—Congress of Industrial
Organizations.

——————

HONORING THE FRIENDS OF THE
FRELINGHUYSEN ARBORETUM

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor The Friends of the Freling-
huysen Arboretum, located in Morris County,
New Jersey, as they celebrate their 40th anni-
versary.

Originaly a working farm and personal sum-
mer house, bequeathed to the citizens of Mor-
ris County, the property is now the Freling-
huysen Arboretum, dedicated in 1971.

In 1972, The Friends of the Frelinghuysen
Arboretum was founded in an effort to support
the projects of the arboretum. With the help of
funding provided by the Friends, through
events like their annual plant sale, the Arbo-
retum is able to provide educational and inter-
active programs to people of all ages. One
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such program is the Branching Out Program.
This initiative gives youth in the community a
chance to roll up their sleeves and work a gar-
den, learning about plants from the garden to
the table. Due to the tireless dedication of the
Friends of the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, pro-
grams like these enable community members
to explore the natural beauty that lies in their
own backyard.

Under the guidance of the Morris County
Park Commission, its mission is to support
and/or sponsor projects and educational pro-
grams that will provide opportunities to the
public to expand their knowledge and enjoy-
ment of horticulture and the natural world.

The Friends of the Frelinghuysen Arboretum
is made up a dedicated group of men and
women with a passion for horticultural and vol-
unteerism. Though the Frelinghuysen Arbo-
retum is their primary focus, the Friends also
provide support to two other facilities within
the Morris County Park Commission: Bamboo
Brook Outdoor Education Center and the
Willowwood Arboretum.

It is with many great thanks to the Friends,
that Morris County is able to offer such an in-
valuable resource to its citizens.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Friends of the
Frelinghuysen Arboretum on their Fortieth An-
niversary.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT HURT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. HURT. Mr. Speaker, | was not present
for rollcall vote No. 714 on H.R. 2646. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea.”

———————

HONORING THE CARIBBEAN FES-
TIVAL COMMITTEE ON THEIR
26TH ANNUAL CARIBBEAN FES-
TIVAL AT PENN’S LANDING

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the Caribbean Festival Com-
mittee (CFC) on the occasion of their 25th An-
nual Caribbean Festival at Penn’s Landing.

Since the Festival’s inception, the CFC has
focused on educating the Philadelphia region
on the beauty and culture of the Caribbean
and creating greater awareness of the signifi-
cant contributions people of the Caribbean
have made.

In addition to the cultural outreach and edu-
cation the CFC and the Caribbean Festival
provide, the CFC is dedicated to bettering
their community. Proceeds obtained from an-
nual events are used for a variety of charitable
outlets. The CFC has used these proceeds to
aid to hurricane victims and bereavement sup-
port in the Caribbean/American Community.
Also, the CFC has awarded scholarships to
Caribbean and Caribbean/American students
attending two or four year colleges. To date,
over 125 scholarships have been awarded to
deserving students.
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For 25 years, the Caribbean Festival Com-
mittee has been dedicated to educating the
Philadelphia region on Caribbean culture, and
providing outreach to the area’s Caribbean/
American community. | ask that you and my
other distinguished colleagues join me in
thanking the Caribbean Festival Committee for
all they have done to improve and enrich the
lives of many people in Philadelphia and be-
yond.

CONGRATULATING SABIC INNOVA-
TIVE PLASTICS MOUNT VERNON
FACILITY FOR RECEIVING THE
NATIONAL POLLUTION PREVEN-
TION ROUNDTABLE’S MVP2
PROJECT AWARD

HON. LARRY BUCSHON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the SABIC Innovative Plastics fa-
cility in Mount Vernon, Indiana as recipient of
the National Pollution Prevention Roundtable’s
MVP2 Project Award. SABIC Innovative Plas-
tics is one of the largest producers of thermo-
plastics, glycols, methanol and fertilizers and
this award is testament to its facilities dedica-
tion to pollution prevention.

The project garnering this award recovered
and commercialized sodium nitrate. This initia-
tive reduced water use by 19 million gallons
and carbon dioxide generation by 10 million
pounds for a combined savings of $4.45 mil-
lion annually.

| am proud to have the global headquarters
of SABIC in our district and their commitment
to environmental sustainability should be com-
mended. Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating the Mt Vernon
SABIC Innovative Plastics facility for receipt of
the MVP2 Project Award.

———

TRIBUTE TO HONOR FLIGHT OF
EASTERN OREGON AND HONOR
FLIGHT OF PORTLAND, OREGON

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the 47 World War Il veterans from Or-
egon who will be visiting their memorial this
Friday in Washington, DC through Honor
Flight of Eastern Oregon and the newly cre-
ated Honor Flight of Portland, Oregon. On be-
half of a grateful state and country, we wel-
come these heroes to the Nation’s Capital.

The veterans on this flight from Oregon are:
Elmer Beickel, U.S. Navy; Hayes Bickford,
U.S. Navy; John Cleveland, U.S. Navy;
Charles Decker, U.S. Navy; Leon Devereaux,
Jr., U.S. Navy; Melvin Elder, U.S. Navy; Rob-
ert Ervin, U.S. Navy; Roice Fulleton, U.S.
Navy; Robert Heisey, U.S. Navy; Dale Her-
bert, U.S. Navy; James Ogle, U.S. Navy; Ed-
ward Rose, Jr., U.S. Navy; Willard Rudd, U.S.
Navy; Cameron Seitz, U.S. Navy; Russell Wil-
liams, U.S. Navy; Glen Winkler, U.S. Navy;
Peter McNab, U.S. Navy; Henry Campuzano,
U.S. Army; Vyvyan CIift, U.S. Army; James
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Dorgan, U.S. Army; Neil Farnham, U.S. Army;
Howard Heimbuch, U.S. Army; James How-
ard, U.S. Army; Charles Keim, U.S. Army;
Gerald Mattox, U.S. Army; William McCluhan,
U.S. Army; Elliott Preble, U.S. Army; Erwin
Regan, U.S. Army; James Sehorn, U.S. Army;
Darrell Thompson, U.S. Army; Donald Thomp-
son, U.S. Army; Clayton Vincent, U.S. Army;
Patsy Seaman, U.S. Women’s Army Corps;
Bernard Anderson, U.S. Army Air Forces; Lee
Berry, Jr., U.S. Army Air Forces; T. Carl Juhl,
U.S. Army Air Forces; Jack Lewis, U.S. Army
Air Forces; Robert Marble, U.S. Army Air
Forces; Frank Ramirez, U.S. Army Air Forces;
Walter Seaman, U.S. Army Air Forces; Gilbert
Sharp, U.S. Army Air Forces; Dewey Thomas,
U.S. Army Air Forces; Delbert Stafford, U.S.
Army Air Forces; Donald Foelker, U.S. Marine
Corps; Charles Porter, Jr., U.S. Coast Guard;
Wayne Carlson, U.S. Merchant Marine; Paul
Kirk, U.S. Merchant Marine.

These 47 heroes join more than 63,000 vet-
erans from across the country who, since
2005, have journeyed from their home states
to Washington, DC to reflect at the memorials
built in honor of our nation’s veterans.

Mr. Speaker, each of us is humbled by the
courage of these soldiers, sailors, airmen,
mariners and one Marine who put themselves
in harm’s way for our country and way of life.
As a nation, we can never fully repay the debt
of gratitude owed to them for their honor, com-
mitment, and sacrifice in defense of the free-
doms we have today. | will be hosting a spe-
cial forum on Capitol Hill on Friday for these
highly distinguished Americans, and I'm very
eager to thank them all in person.

My colleagues, please join me in thanking
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor
Flight of Eastern Oregon and Portland, Or-
egon for their exemplary dedication and serv-
ice to this great country. | especially want to
recognize Dick Tobiason, a U.S. Army vet-
eran, and the Bend Heroes Foundation whose
tireless work will result in over 100 WWII vet-
erans from Oregon visiting the memorials and
U.S. Capitol.

HONORING CAPTAIN B.G.
“SHAKEY HOLDER

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise to honor the service of
an outstanding public servant in the 24th Con-
gressional District of Texas. Firefighter Cap-
tain B.G. “Shakey” Holder is a hardworking,
family-oriented individual who has served the
Irving area selflessly throughout his personal
and professional life. Captain Holder is retiring
after 56 years of public service with the city of
Irving.

Captain Holder has been married to his
wife, Virginia “Ginger” Holder, for 19 years.
They have a wonderful family of five children,
seven grandchildren, and two great- grand-
children. His daughter, Cindy Jeffery, de-
scribes him as a man that “just gives to all.”

“Shakey” joined the Irving Fire Department
on December 1, 1955. Since then, he has be-
come a well-respected officer who has
mentored many young firefighters. Over the
last 30 years, he has been assigned to two
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