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again will members of our military be
forced to serve in the shadows, to lie
about their identities, or to be afraid
to talk about the people they love.

Let us remember the 14,000 loyal
servicemembers who were discharged
under this discriminatory policy over
the years; for now they can serve
alongside their military friends and
family with dignity and honor. Let us
also remember those individuals who
served in silence and sacrificed their
lives so that we, as Americans, could
live freely.

As vice-chair of the LGBT Caucus in
Congress, I see the repeal of Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell as another step towards en-
suring that all citizens, both inside and
outside of the military, are never sub-
ject to discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation. Today signifies a
crucial milestone in history and is a
victory, not just for the LGBTQ com-
munity, but for America as a whole.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF HISPANIC
HERITAGE MONTH

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, September
is Hispanic Heritage Month, and we
celebrate as members of the Hispanic
community the contributions that
have been made to the United States
throughout our history.

The story of Hispanic Americans is
truly the American story. Our dream is
the American Dream. In America, if
you work hard, play by the rules and
dream big, there is no limit to what
you can achieve.

Succeeding in all walks of life and
serving as patriots in the American
Armed Forces, Hispanics have enriched
in so many different ways our way of
life. Their advances in universities
from their knowledge and talent have
continued to play a vibrant role as we
strengthen the fabric of America. His-
panic Americans’ commitment to
faith, family, hard work, and persever-
ance adds to that rich diversity and vi-
brancy. It makes our country a melt-
ing pot like no other place in the
world.

Today and every day, we should take
time to note and to celebrate the won-
derful contributions of the Hispanic
community in the San Joaquin Valley
and across America.

————

“DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL” IS
FINALLY NO MORE

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, two
decades after its enactment, ‘‘Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” is finally no more. At
last, gay men and women can now
openly serve in our military without
having to hide who they are.

Eliminating this practice is a his-
toric step forward in our pursuit of a
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more perfect Union. With this progress,
our country’s military can now become
a shining example of equality—an ex-
ample to be followed by all sectors of
our society.

Just as important, this change will
make our Armed Forces stronger.
Young Americans who had previously
been deterred from joining our mili-
tary will now step forward, enlist, and
serve the country they love. Many for-
merly discharged servicemembers will
reenter the armed services to serve
alongside friends and family. Ulti-
mately, our military will benefit from
a broader and deeper pool of talent.
Now, as we move forward in fully im-
plementing this change, we must en-
sure that same-sex families receive the
same benefits as other military cou-
ples.

Mr. Speaker, although our work con-
tinues, today we are one step closer to
the ideal that we are all created equal.

———

“DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL” IS
HISTORY

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, last year,
I read on the House floor a letter from
an active duty servicemember in Af-
ghanistan. He shared how he and his
partner of 10 years had managed the
hardship that comes along with three
deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan.
Despite their shared sacrifices, his
partner received no support from the
military and would not be officially in-
formed of his death.

While serving on active duty, he be-
came aware of a number of other sol-
diers who were gay. In one case, it was
only after a friend died of wounds from
an IED, and he received a letter from
the deceased soldier’s partner, express-
ing how much he had loved the Army.
Of course, this letter had to be sent
anonymously because, until yesterday,
its very existence could have led to the
soldier’s discharge.

The indignity of concealing who you
are and who you love in order to pro-
tect your country has ended. No longer
will we subject the brave men and
women who volunteer to serve our Na-
tion to a shameful vow of silence, ask-
ing them to lie about themselves. This
policy was wrong; and now it’s history,
and our Nation and our military are
stronger as a result.

To all who serve our Nation in uni-
form, we are so proud of each and every
one of you.
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SUPPORTING WORKERS OF THE
USPS

(Ms. RICHARDSON asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of the 685,000 workers of
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the United States Postal Service who
are facing a very devastating future
without our action. If Congress doesn’t
act now, we could potentially lose
120,000 jobs, imagine that, that are in
jeopardy today.

The United States Postal Service of-
fers a very affordable system, but right
now they are in jeopardy. Why? Be-
cause back in 2006, they were, I would
say, in a discriminating way, required
to pay $5.5 billion in overcharge into
benefits that are not incurred at this
time. Based on long-term projections,
they have an estimated surplus—imag-
ine that in this time—of $55 billion to
$75 billion. Without this mandate, the
USPS would actually have a $611 mil-
lion benefit that could help out in this
tough economy.

Mr. Speaker, there are 685,000 work-
ers who are not at fault for this re-
quirement, and this $56 billion require-
ment needs to stop now so our postal
service can continue.

——————

THE GREATEST HITTER WHO
EVER LIVED

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Ted Williams, the last
baseball player to hit .400 or better for
a season, a feat he accomplished 70
years ago this very month, September
1941, which has never been equaled. Ted
wasn’t just a remarkable baseball play-
er; he was a remarkable American who
also served his country as a Marine
Corps pilot in World War II and the Ko-
rean War.

Ted Williams once said: ‘““A man has
to have goals—for a day, for a life-
time—and that was mine, to have peo-
ple say, ‘There goes Ted Williams, the
greatest hitter who ever lived.’”

Not only did he have a goal, but he
also harnessed the determination and
hard work necessary to succeed. Today
I honor a man who was a friend, a con-
stituent and a great American on the
anniversary of his greatest achieve-
ment. He will always be remembered as
baseball’s greatest hitter.

——————

OFFICIAL REPEAL OF DON’T ASK,
DON'T TELL

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, today, I would
like to thank my colleagues in the
LGBT Equality Caucus, Leader PELOSI,
Congresswoman BALDWIN, Congressman
FRANK, everyone today as we celebrate
the end of a discriminatory era against
gay and lesbian servicemembers in
America with the official repeal of
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.

For too long, this failed policy un-
fairly denied fundamental human
rights to highly qualified individuals
who wish to serve our country. As a
vice-chair of the congressional LGBT
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Equality Caucus, I am pleased that the
tireless work of our congressional col-
leagues, the administration, and the
LGBT community resulted in the end
of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.

Although this is a remarkable step
forward, we still have a long way to go
to attain full equality. Lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgendered people
continue to be targets of discrimina-
tion in our policies, our laws, and our
society. I have always said that dis-
crimination is un-American, and we as
a Nation must continue to fight for
policies that bring us closer to ful-
filling the principles we espouse.

I encourage all of us to stay com-
mitted to ensuring that sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity are no longer
a cause for inequality.

———

HONORING LATINOS IN THE
MILITARY

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, this week I intro-
duced House Resolution 404, a resolu-
tion honoring Latinos in the military;
and I rise today to recognize all the
great contributions and service that
Latinos have given to this country.

In fact, Latinos have fought in every
United States military conflict that we
have had, and today mnearly 163,000
Latinos—and Latinas—serve in the reg-
ular components of the Armed Forces.
The contributions and sacrifices that
they make to defend our Nation are
often overlooked. So I encourage the
Secretary of Defense to increase pro-
motion opportunities for Latinos in the
Armed Forces.

It’s my firm belief that the military
should invest in outreach to minority
communities and to work to mitigate
the barriers that hinder more Latinos
from advancing up the career ladder in
our Armed Forces, because our Armed
Forces need Latinos. Latinos, like all
those who serve, continue to sacrifice
their lives daily in Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation New Dawn. We
have lost lives of Latinos also, 539.

I salute the dedication of our Latino
servicemembers.

—————

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
TERRORISM—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 112-57)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides

for the automatic termination of a na-
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tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to persons who
commit, threaten to commit, or sup-
port terrorism is to continue in effect
beyond September 23, 2011.

The crisis constituted by the grave
acts of terrorism and threats of ter-
rorism committed by foreign terror-
ists, including the terrorist attacks on
September 11, 2001, in New York and
Pennsylvania and against the Pen-
tagon, and the continuing and imme-
diate threat of further attacks on
United States nationals or the United
States that led to the declaration of a
national emergency on September 23,
2001, has not been resolved. These ac-
tions pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of
the United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency de-
clared with respect to persons who
commit, threaten to commit, or sup-
port terrorism, and maintain in force
the comprehensive sanctions to re-
spond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 21, 2011.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

AUTHORIZING USE OF EMANCI-
PATION HALL TO AWARD CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and concur in the
concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 28)
authorizing the use of Emancipation
Hall in the Capitol Visitor Center for
an event to award the Congressional
Gold Medal, collectively, to the 100th
Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, and the Military Intel-
ligence Service, United States Army,
in recognition of their dedicated serv-
ice during World War II.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

S. CON. RES. 28

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring),

September 21, 2011

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
EVENT TO AWARD THE CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used for an event on November 2, 2011, to
award the Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the 100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, and the Military
Intelligence Service, United States Army, in
recognition of their dedicated service during
World War II.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the event described in sub-
section (a) shall be carried out in accordance
with such conditions as may be prescribed by
the Architect of the Capitol.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. HARPER) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Mississippi.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

Mr. HARPER. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution honors
those brave and courageous Japanese
Americans who served in the TU.S.
Army’s 100th Infantry Battalion and
442nd Regimental Combat Team, as
well as those who served in the indis-
pensable Military Intelligence Service.

The 100th Infantry Battalion fought
valiantly in the treacherous Italian
campaign, earning their nickname the
Purple Heart Battalion because of their
bravery and sacrifice.

The 442nd Regimental Combat Team
was formed in 1943 from Japanese
Americans living in relocation camps.
A week after D-day, the 100th Bat-
talion and the 442nd were merged into
a single unit, which fought heroically
in Europe, as seen in their rescue of the
famous ‘‘Lost Battalion” in France
near the German border.
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These Japanese American units suf-
fered enormously high casualty rates
and received over 18,000 individual
decorations, including 9,486 Purple
Hearts. For their service in eight major
campaigns in Italy and France, the
100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team earned eight
Presidential Unit Citations.

Members of the Military Intelligence
Service were Japanese Americans who
served this country by intercepting
radio messages, translating documents,
writing leaflets encouraging opposing
troops to surrender, and helping our
forces understand the enemy we were
fighting. In fact, according to General
MacArthur’s intelligence officer,
Charles Willoughby, the efforts of the
Military Intelligence Service ‘‘short-
ened the war by 2 years.”

Mr. Speaker, Second Lieutenant
DANIEL INOUYE, who received a battle-
field commission in November 1944, was
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