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with the problem I mentioned a mo-
ment ago. We have the superfund tax
on the petrochemical industry to pay
for the damage to the environment
that they created that expired in 1995
and has not been renewed but we still
have the superfunds to clean up, push-
ing that burden on State and local gov-
ernments and on businesses that are
required to spend money that wasn’t
their fault, giving the petrochemical
industry a pass.

There’s an opportunity, Madam
Speaker, as the supercommittee is
meeting, for Congress to step up in a
bipartisan way to have resources to
help rebuild and renew America. We’'re
falling behind the Chinese. We’re fall-
ing behind the Indians, the Brazilians,
and the European Union, even while
unemployment in the building trades is
20 percent or more from coast to coast.

There’s an opportunity here for us to
be able to stabilize the budget, deal
with the infrastructure deficit, put
hundreds of thousands of Americans to
work virtually overnight, and maybe,
just maybe, work together to heal the
frayed political process here in Wash-
ington, D.C.

FUND FEMA NOT AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Thank you,
Speaker.

You know, Madam Speaker, it is so
ironic that the American people are
hurting in many, many ways, including
those in my district from Hurricane
Irene which did damage all of the way
up to Vermont, the fires in Texas, and
tornadoes, and yet we can’t come to-
gether as two different parties to find
agreement to increase the funding for
FEMA so they can help victims of
these disasters, and yet we can find $10
billion a month to send to a corrupt
leader in Afghanistan so that he can
wear his robes and his caps and Amer-
ican kids can die and lose their legs
and arms.

I do not understand why this Con-
gress and the President of the United
States do not understand that it’s time
to bring our troops home.
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The American people are hurting in
many, many ways, and the folly of the
last day here in Washington where we
cannot come together to increase the
funding for FEMA is absolutely unac-
ceptable—unacceptable—to the people
of this country.

I was listening to C-SPAN coming in
today, and it was just really somewhat
ironic that the people are so angry
with Congress, both parties actually,
and cannot figure out why we are not
doing what’s necessary to fix the econ-
omy and create jobs to fix the infra-
structure that my friend from Oregon
just talked about. Oh, yes, but we can
still find $10 billion a month for Mr.

Madam
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Karzai. Let’s fix his roads in Afghani-
stan. Let’s train his people to be troops
and policemen.

Madam Speaker, that brings me to
this poster I brought down to the floor
today. Two little girls, Stephanie and
Eden, their daddy, Sergeant Kevin
Balduf, a United States marine sta-
tioned in Camp Lejeune, which is in my
district, and Colonel Palmer, stationed
at Cherry Point Marine Air Station,
which is in my district, were sent to
Afghanistan to train Afghans to be po-
licemen.

One night, they were having dinner,
the trainees, the colonel, and the ser-
geant, and one trainee pulled out a pis-
tol and killed both of them. What is
ironic is the day before Sergeant
Balduf and Colonel Palmer were Killed,
Sergeant Balduf emailed his wife, Amy,
and said: I don’t trust them. I don’t
trust them. I don’t trust any of them.

So these two little girls are standing
at their daddy’s funeral at Arlington.
And you can see in their faces, Madam
Speaker, a look of pain and a look of
misunderstanding of what has hap-
pened. They don’t understand what has
happened.

So, Madam Speaker, I hope we in
Congress will find the will to encourage
President Obama to bring our troops
home, because Secretary Gates has al-
ready said and been recorded that we
will be there until 2015. How many
young Americans have to die in the
next 4 years to prop up a corrupt gov-
ernment? It makes no sense.

I hope the American people will rally
behind those of us in both parties who
want to bring our troops home, and
let’s get them home before 2015.

Madam Speaker, I close this way, the
way I always do: God, please bless our
men and women in uniform; God,
please bless the families of our men
and women in uniform; God, in Your
loving arms hold the families who have
given a child dying for freedom in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq; God, please bless
the House and Senate that we will do
what is right in God’s eyes for God’s
people; and I will ask God to give wis-
dom, strength, and courage to Presi-
dent Obama that he will do what is
right in the eyes of God for God’s peo-
ple. And three times I will say, God,
please, God, please, God, please con-
tinue to bless America.

HOUSING FORECLOSURES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
I'm taking the floor today to talk
about foreclosures.

The problem of housing foreclosures
in this country continues to be one of
the central reasons our economy is not
moving forward. While a lot of this eco-
nomic wreckage is avoidable, this Con-
gress continues to fiddle while the
American housing market burns. Fami-
lies across this country are being
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tossed out in the street, and many of
them don’t need to be—and we can help
them. We can help fix the housing mar-
ket so that millions of American fami-
lies can stay in their homes and others
can have a smooth transition into rent-
ing. We could help, but this Congress is
doing nothing.

Millions of homeowners are suffering
through the worst recession in 100
years, and the Republican majority is
not doing one single thing to help
them. Just look at this map next to
me. This is a snapshot of foreclosures
across this country. The dark red areas
are where the worst places are, but you
see it covers everybody in the country.

Now, there isn’t a district that isn’t
affected by this crisis. The housing
market doesn’t care about your poli-
tics. Three years after the Wall Street
meltdown, millions of Americans are
still facing foreclosure. One in four
homeowners in this country is under-
water, and home prices continue to
drop.

While the housing market continues
to steadily destruct and millions of
Americans are needlessly pushed into
poverty, this Congress isn’t doing any-
thing to stop it. Instead of fixing the
economy, today we’re going to debate a
bill—a Republican bill—that attacks
public health and children. The Repub-
lican priority is not foreclosures. It is
to make sure that every American is
breathing more mercury and toxins.

When the Democrats were in charge,
it was different. We thought you should
be able to write down mortgage prin-
cipal in bankruptcy and modify mort-
gages more easily and get lenders to
the bargaining table to avoid fore-
closure. But the last Congress, Repub-
lican Senators stopped all that. And in
this Congress, the Republicans in the
House want to make sure we don’t do
anything. Instead, they cut programs
for foreclosures and cut affordable
housing. Instead of taking actions, Re-
publicans say the market will fix it. In
the market we trust. Not in God we
trust, but in the market we trust that
everything will be better.

But we’re losing. We’re long past a
healthy correction. The damage being
done is completely unavoidable. Make
no mistake, Republican economic phi-
losophy is pushing millions of Ameri-
cans into the street, middle class
Americans.

It’s important to remember it was
the banks that caused this crisis. Well,
we bailed out the banks, and how did
they thank the American people for
the bailout? The banks went into fore-
closure overdrive. They robo-signed
foreclosures and filed fraudulent docu-
ments as fast as they could.

FDR once said, ‘‘take a method and
try it. If it fails, admit it frankly, and
try another. But by all means, try
something.” And we can act. By just
reducing the principal on all under-
water homes to fair market value, $71
billion would be injected into the econ-
omy. Every homeowner would save
about $6,600 a year in payments, and
millions of new jobs would be created.
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