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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 88TH AN-
NUAL FEAST OF ST. WENCES-
LAUS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Czech Catholics of Greater
Cleveland’s 88th Annual Feast of St. Wences-
laus on September 24, 2011 at Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish. This year’s celebration will
also honor the 100th anniversary of the found-
ing of Cleveland’'s former Holy Family Parish.

St. Wenceslaus is the patron saint of the
Czech Republic. Every year, his feast day,
September 28th, is celebrated by Czech com-
munities around the world. St. Wenceslaus
was the leader of Old Bohemia during the
early part of the 10th Century. During his ten-
ure as king, St. Wenceslaus took a vow of
chastity and was devoted to his Christian faith.
Killed by his brother, St. Wenceslaus was later
canonized as a martyr of the Christian faith.

In addition to celebrating the Feast of St.
Wenceslaus, the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the former Holy Family Parish will
be recognized at this year’s celebration. Holy
Family was founded on November 6, 1911
after Father Rudolph Habrda noticed Bohe-
mian families moving into Cleveland’s Wood-
land Hills neighborhood. Over the years, as
parishioners began to move to the suburbs,
the parish school merged with St. Cecilia,
Epiphany and St. Mary of Czestochowa to
form Mr. Pleasant Elementary School. In
1988, the Holy Family Parish was closed.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish is one of only
two Czech congregations left in the Cleveland
Catholic Diocese, along with St. John
Nepomucene in Slavic Village. The Czech
Catholics of Greater Cleveland will gather to-
gether on September 24th for mass and a
celebration featuring the Hronek Czech Band.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognition of the 88th Annual Feast of St.
Wenceslaus. | offer my best wishes to the
Czech Catholics of Greater Cleveland and all
those who attend this joyous celebration.

———

TAIWAN CENTENNIAL NATIONAL
DAY

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, | salute Taiwan on
its forthcoming Centennial National Day, also
known as Double-10 Day, October 10, 2011.

The Republic of China on Taiwan is a
model of success for Asia. For over six dec-
ades now, the Taiwanese people have strug-
gled to lift their island into the top ranks of the
world’s economies. The recently released
2010 World Competitive Yearbook finds Tai-
wan to have the 8th most competitive econ-
omy among the 58 countries surveyed.

Over the past year, the number of employed
people has increased and the unemployment
rate has dropped to an enviable 5.17 percent.

Even more important than its economic
achievements, Taiwan has developed into a
strong and vibrant democracy. It is a valued
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member of the free nations of the world, even
though it is burdened with particular and
unique diplomatic  challenges—challenges
which the Taiwanese people and government
have met with courage.

On the occasion of the Republic of China’s
Centennial National Day, | hope there can be
renewed peaceful coexistence and co-pros-
perity between Taiwan and the Chinese main-
land. There have been many agreements
reached between the two sides, including di-
rect air and sea links, increased mutual invest-
ments, and regular negotiations over eco-
nomic and other substantial issues.

Also, | offer my congratulations to Taiwan
for its continued participation in the World
Health Assembly meetings last May in Geneva
and to its continuing commitment to safe-
guarding human rights and other universal val-
ues.

Congratulations to the Republic of China. |
look forward to closer relations between the
United States and Taiwan.

———

THE COME-FROM-BEHIND
GRASSHOPPERS WIN IT ALL

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, as Major League
Baseball begins its post-season push, the pro-
fessional minor leagues are concluding their
seasons. The citizens of the Sixth District of
North Carolina are celebrating the first cham-
pionship since 1982 of the Greensboro Grass-
hoppers of the South Atlantic League.

The Hoppers—as their fans affectionately
call them—were a dramatic, come-from-behind
team all season. It took the final games of the
season for the Hoppers to even qualify for
post-season play. Greensboro split the first
two games at home in the best-of-five cham-
pionship series against the Savannah Sand
Gnats. When the series moved to Savannah,
the Hoppers lost game three to the Sand
Gnats. It has been 11 years in the “Sally
League” since a team leading two-games-to-
one failed to clinch the championship. With
Savannah needing only one more win to cap-
ture the South Atlantic League title, the Hop-
pers were facing the end of their season,
when they pulled out a heart-stopping, 11-in-
ning win to force a fifth and deciding game.

Even in the championship game, Greens-
boro fell behind 2—0 early before cruising to 7—
3 win to capture its first South Atlantic League
championship in almost three decades. Hop-
pers Manager Andy Haines told the Greens-
boro News & Record that he could not pick a
Most Valuable Player for the series. “There’s
no way | could name anyone,” Haines told the
newspaper. “We had a lot of guys contribute.
It was someone different every night.”

All of the Grasshoppers can be proud of the
regular season, along with the dramatic run to
the title. Among those who were part of
Greensboro’s first championship since 1982
included: pitchers Michael Brady, Alex
Caldera, Jordan Conley, Grant Dayton, James
Leverton, Miguel Mejia, Robert Morey, Greg-
ory Nappo, Mike Ojala, Chris Shafer, Rett
Varner, Kyle Winters, and Brett Zawacki. The
catchers were Aaron Dudley, Wilfredo
Gimenez, and Jacob Realmuto. The infielders
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included Daniel Black, Joe Bonadonna, Mark
Canha, Ryan Fisher, and Noah Perio. The
outfielders were Issac Galloway, Marcell
Ozuna, James Wooster, and Christian Yelich.
Only one of those on the disabled list, Zachary
Neal, made it onto the post-season roster, but
the others contributed during the year and
they included Kevin Cravey, Alan Oaks, Jay
Rogers, Adam Veres, and Sean Watson.

Greensboro is one of the best-run minor
league teams in the entire United States and
it is because of an outstanding front office.
This championship caliber group includes:
Donald Moore, President/General Manager;
Katie Dannemiller, Vice President, Baseball
Operations; Jimmy Kesler, CFO; Tim Vangel,
Assistant General Manager, Sales and Mar-
keting; Jake Holloway, Assistant General Man-
ager, Head Groundskeeper; Erich Dietz, Direc-
tor of Ticketing; Todd Olson, Sales Associate;
Murray White, Sales Associate; Joey Burridge,
Sales Associate/Ticket Representative;
Rosalee Brewer, Sales Associate; John Red-
head, Executive Director of Business Develop-
ment; Laura Damico, Director of Community
and Event Development; Shawn Russell, Di-
rector of Promotions/Production; Amanda Wil-
liams, Director of Creative Services; Yunhui
Bradshaw, Director of Merchandise; Chad
Green, Assistant Director of Stadium Oper-
ations; Kaid Musgrave, Assistant
Groundskeeper; and Bob Perry, Clubhouse Di-
rector.

Championship Skipper Andy Haines was
ably assisted by Pitching Coach Willie Glen
and Hitting Coach Kevin Randel. The players
were kept in championship form all season
long by Athletic Trainer Masa Fujimoto and
Strength and Conditioning Coach Cody Clark.

On behalf of the citizens of the Sixth District
of North Carolina, we congratulate Greensboro
Grasshoppers owners Cooper Brantley, Wes
Elingburg and Len White and everyone affili-
ated with the Hoppers on providing its fans
with so many dramatic moments during a
memorable season. All of us who love the
Hoppers are basking in the glow of the first
South Atlantic League Championship since
1982. We may see some of today’s Grass-
hoppers playing for the parent club—the Flor-
ida Marlins—in the near future, but none of us
will forget the 2011 season when Greensboro
came from behind numerous times to win it
all.

TRIBUTE TO DARRELL WALTRIP

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, on this
week when NASCAR'’s Chase for the Cup be-
gins, | rise today to celebrate another land-
mark achievement for a 3-time Cup winner
and resident of Tennessee’s 7th District who |
am truly privileged to call a good friend. Dar-
rell Waltrip will join the third class of inductees
in the NASCAR Hall of Fame.

Darrell was born and raised in Owensboro,
Kentucky, but began making his mark as a
professional driver at the old Nashville Speed-
way in the 1970s. We are proud that Darrell
and his wife, Stevie call Franklin, Tennessee
home.

This much-deserved accolade caps D.W.’s
legendary career which included three
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