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THE 231ST CLASS OF MEMBERS, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES—Continued

Name

Affiliation

Location

Professor Daniel Merton Wegner
Professor Barbara Wi i
Mr. Miles D. White

Harvard University
New York University
Abbott

M h

tts

New York

lllinois

Professor Henry S. White, Jr.
Dr. Marvin Pete Wickens
Professor Avi Wigderson
Mr. Robert Wilson
Professor Hisashi Y. t

Professor Stephen Campbell Yeazell ..........ccccccovommeerreeeminnnerrveenrennnes
Dr. Shigeyuki Yokoyama
Professor Yuk Ling Yung
Professor James C. Zachos
Professor Shoucheng Zhang
Professor Shou-Wu Zhang

University of Utah
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Institute for Ad
Watermill Center/The Byrd Hoffman Watermill Foundation
University of Chicago
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law
Riken Systems and Structural Biology Center
California Institute of Technology
University of California, Santa Cruz
Stanford University
Columbia University

Utah

d Study

New Jersey

New York

lllinois

California

Japan

California

California
California

New Jerseye

TRIBUTE TO DR. ALFONSO
BATRES

e Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment today to
recognize Dr. Alfonso Batres with the
Department of Veterans Affairs for his
dedicated service to our Nation’s vet-
erans. Dr. Batres is a Vietnam veteran
who now serves as the chief officer for
Readjustment Counseling Service,
where he has devoted his career to
building a national network of commu-
nity-based vet centers. At these vet
centers, veterans can obtain coun-
seling, job assistance, and medical re-
ferrals, in addition to other services.

Dr. Batres was recently awarded a
2011 Samuel J. Heyman Service to
America Medal from the Partnership
for Public Service. The award, also
known as a ‘“‘Sammy,” is awarded an-
nually to exceptional Federal employ-
ees. Specifically, Dr. Batres was award-
ed the 2011 Career Achievement Medal,
which recognizes a Federal employee
for significant accomplishments
throughout a lifetime of achievement
in public service.

Under Dr. Batres’ leadership, the
number of vet centers across the coun-
try has dramatically expanded from 200
to 300 in an effort to meet the growing
needs of hundreds of thousands of com-
bat veterans and their families. In ad-
dition, Dr. Batres created and launched
50 mobile vet centers, greatly improv-
ing the access to services available to
veterans. Dr. Batres also developed the
Combat Call Center, a national call-in
service where combat veterans can call
in to talk to another combat veteran
regarding any readjustment issues they
may be facing.

Dr. Batres is an especially deserving
recipient of the Career Achievement
Medal as he has led the Vet Center Pro-
gram to provide services to a record
level of veterans and their family
members. As a result of Dr. Batres’ ef-
forts, over 191,000 veterans and their
family members visited vet centers
nearly 1.3 million times in the year
2010 alone.

Vet centers have proven so successful
due to the unique services they pro-
vide, which seek to treat the whole per-
son. At vet centers, combat veterans
can receive counseling from other com-
bat veterans who truly understand the
struggles veterans face. In 2010, ap-
proximately 80 percent of vet center
staff members were veterans, 60 per-
cent were combat veterans, and ap-

proximately one third of all Vet Center
staff had served in Iraq or Afghanistan.

In addition, vet centers are located in
convenient locations within commu-
nities that possess a large population
of underserved veterans. The programs
are constantly adapting to meet the
evolving needs of veterans and have
strict protections in place in order to
ensure maximum privacy for veterans.
This is a truly revolutionary method of
delivering services and Dr. Batres’ vi-
sion, along with his natural propensity
to foster young talent, have proven in-
valuable in its success.

Dr. Batres’ selfless service on behalf
of our Nation’s veterans has greatly
improved the lives of many, and I am
so pleased to see his achievements rec-
ognized.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO W. TODD GRAMS

® Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment today to
recognize W. Todd Grams for his serv-
ice to our Nation’s veterans. Mr.
Grams serves as the chief financial of-
ficer and executive in charge for the
Office of Management at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, VA, where he
has led the effort to improve the provi-
sion of benefits for our veterans
through efficient financial manage-
ment.

Mr. Grams was recently awarded the
prestigious 2011 Samuel J. Heyman
Service to America Management Excel-
lence Medal from the Partnership for
Public Service. The award, also known
as a ‘“‘Sammy,” is one of the most im-
portant annual awards provided to Fed-
eral civil servants who have made a
significant contribution to our coun-
try. Mr. Grams was recognized for his
leadership in integrating and stream-
lining VA’s operations, reducing costs,
and improving delivery of services to
veterans.

Mr. Grams is a worthy recipient of
the Management Excellence Medal. In
his role as VA chief financial officer,
he has demonstrated not only the cour-
age, but also the creativity and tenac-
ity necessary to help VA maximize
value for our veterans. Along with the
help of his qualified team, Mr. Grams’
initial push for an in-depth analysis of
VA’s financial management priorities
allowed VA to serve veterans with
higher quality service and care. He re-
directed resources to lower the cost
and risk for investment for VA. Fur-
thermore, Mr. Grams integrated the

management governance structure and
established systems that allowed VA to
spend money more wisely and improve
services to veterans.

I appreciate Mr. Grams’ hard work
and dedication at VA, and I am so
pleased that his extraordinary talents
and effort have been recognized.e

———

TRIBUTE TO THEODORE M.
DOLNEY

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I
honor Theodore M. Dolney, a veteran
of World War II and a member of this
Nation’s Greatest Generation.

Mr. Dolney, on behalf of all Mon-
tanans and all Americans, I stand to
say ‘‘thank you’” for your service to
this Nation.

I am proud to share Mr. Dolney’s
story of heroism, because like so many
others, it is a story that should never
be forgotten.

Ted Dolney joined the Army in April
of 1941, after spending the first 19 years
of his life growing up on his family
farm in Glenville, SD. After training,
the Army sent Mr. Dolney to northern
Africa. In February of 1943, German
troops captured him and took him as a
prisoner of war.

Mr. Dolney spent 27 months more
than 2 years of his life imprisoned by
Nazis. Mr. Dolney was moved from
place to place in Germany. Conditions
were cruel and brutal. Food was scarce.
In fact, Mr. Dolney says many Amer-
ican POWs would have died if it had
not been for supplemental food pack-
ages sent by the Red Cross.

Because Mr. Dolney knew how to
speak German, and because he had the
strength to work as a POW on rail-
roads, he sometimes got extra food.

On the eve of the invasion of Nor-
mandy, some of the prisoners smuggled
in a radio. Hours later, they heard news
of the allies landing in France.

Months later, when Germany lost the
war, the Nazi guards simply ran away.
Mr. Dolney and the others left on foot
to find help. After walking several
days, they finally encountered Amer-
ican soldiers. And they were sent home
as heroes.

Ted Dolney returned to the United
States. He moved to Montana where he
met Darlene, his wife of 50 years. He
worked for three decades as a lineman
for the Rural Electrification Adminis-
tration.

But Mr. Dolney never received rec-
ognition for his service and sacrifice as
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a Prisoner of War in World War II. And
throughout his life, he never com-
plained.

In 1973, his military records were de-
stroyed by a fire in St. Louis.

But after his family reached out to
my office, we were able to secure the
medals Mr. Dolney never received.

Last month, I had the honor of pre-
senting to Ted, a Bronze Star, and a
European-African-Middle-Eastern Cam-
paign Medal with four Bronze Service
Stars.

It was also my honor to present an
American Defense Service Medal, and a
World War II Victory Medal.

Last month I also presented to Ted: a
Combat Infantryman Badge First
Award, a Good Conduct Medal, and the
Honorable Service Lapel Button, World
War II.

These seven medals are small tokens,
but they are powerful symbols of true
heroism, sacrifice, and dedication to
service.

These medals are presented on behalf
of a grateful nation.e

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHN HORIGAN

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor John L. Horigan, a vet-
eran of Vietnam.

John, on behalf of all Montanans and
all Americans, I stand to say ‘‘thank
you”’ for your service to this Nation.

It is my honor to share the story of
John Horigan’s sacrifice in Vietnam,
because no story of heroism should
ever fall through the cracks.

John joined the Army in October of
1967. He was part of the 86th Transpor-
tation Company, based in Long Binh,
Vietnam.

His job? Operating equipment and
driving trucks for the Army in un-
imaginable, dangerous conditions.

On August 26, 1968, John’s unit came
under fire. And he was shot in the arm
and in the back.

John returned to the United States
after 2 years of service to this Nation.
He worked as a millwright in Cali-
fornia, and eventually moved with his
wife Cindy to the Big Sky State of
Montana, where he is welcome as a
hero.

After his return home, the military
lost John Horigan’s records. And he
never received the recognition he
earned more than 40 years ago.
Throughout that time, he never com-
plained.

Last month, I had the honor of pre-
senting to John, in the presence of his
family, a Purple Heart, and a Vietnam
Service Medal and Bronze Star Attach-
ment.

It was also my honor to present a
Meritorious Unit Commendation, and a
National Defense Service Medal.

Last month I also presented to John:
a Republic of Vietnam Campaign Rib-
bon with Device, and the Cold War Rec-
ognition Certificate.

These six decorations are small to-
kens, but they are powerful symbols of
true heroism, sacrifice, and dedication
to service.
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These medals are presented on behalf
of a grateful nation.e

TRIBUTE TO POSTMASTER
SHAUNA D. ANDREWS

e Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
want to recognize and honor Post-
master Shauna D. Andrews, of Here-
ford, OR, for her exceptional service to
her customers and dedication to her
neighbors.

Located in eastern Oregon, Hereford
is a highly rural, unincorporated com-
munity in Baker County. Although
Hereford is unincorporated it has a
post office that serves approximately
100 postal patrons. Like many rural
postmasters, Shauna knows her cus-
tomers well and connects with them on
a regular basis; especially older folks
who don’t have access to the Internet,
cell phones, and other conveniences
that are driving down the traditional
use of post offices. In Hereford, the
post office is a place where people send
and receive packages, including mail
order prescriptions and vote by mail.

Over the years, Shauna, who is also a
first responder, has demonstrated a
strong commitment to the folks she
considers customers and neighbors.
During the week of September 19, 2011,
she became concerned when an 85-year-
old patron who lives alone on a rural
route failed to collect her mail. After 2
days, she grew worried and decided to
go to the patron’s home. When Shauna
and her 19-year-old son arrived at the
patron’s house, they discovered the
woman lying incapacitated on the
floor. Shauna immediately called
Baker City for transport to the nearest
hospital, located 38 miles from Here-
ford. As of last week, the patron re-
mained in the hospital in Baker City.
It is more than a possibility that by
taking the time to check on her postal
patron, Shauna saved this woman’s
life.

Shauna has displayed exceptional
service and dedication to her cus-
tomers and neighbors. The Hereford
Post Office is on the national closure
study list and as we address the future
of the Postal Service, it is absolutely
imperative that we examine the func-
tion of post offices in rural commu-
nities. As Shauna has demonstrated,
many rural postmasters know their
customers well and having a post office
is central to a town’s identity and vi-
tality.

I recognize Shauna Andrews for her
exceptional service to the community
of Hereford. Her example is one from
which we can all learn.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
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from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and withdrawals which were referred to
the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

————

LEGISLATION AND SUPPORTING
DOCUMENTS TO IMPLEMENT THE
UNITED STATES-KOREA FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT—PM 24

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with accompanying
reports and papers; which was referred
to the Committee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation
and supporting documents to imple-
ment the United States-Korea Free
Trade Agreement (Agreement), a land-
mark agreement that supports Amer-
ican jobs, advances U.S. interests, and
reflects America’s fundamental values.

The Agreement levels the playing
field for TU.S. businesses, workers,
farmers, ranchers, manufacturers, in-
vestors, and service providers by offer-
ing them unprecedented access to Ko-
rea’s nearly $1 trillion economy. The
Agreement eliminates tariffs on over 95
percent of U.S. exports of industrial
and consumer goods to Korea within
the first 5 years and, together with the
agreement entered into through an ex-
change of letters in February 2011, ad-
dresses key outstanding concerns of
American automakers and workers re-
garding the lack of a level playing field
in Korea’s auto market. The Agree-
ment also ensures that almost two-
thirds of current U.S. agricultural ex-
ports will enter Korea duty-free imme-
diately. In addition, the Agreement
will give American service providers
much greater access to Korea’s $580 bil-
lion services market.

The Agreement contains state of the
art provisions to help protect and en-
force intellectual property rights, re-
duce regulatory red tape, and eliminate
regulatory barriers to U.S. exports.
The Agreement also contains the high-
est standards for protecting labor
rights, carrying out covered environ-
mental agreements, and ensuring that
key domestic labor and environmental
laws are enforced, combined with
strong remedies for noncompliance.

Increased U.S. exports expected
under the Agreement will support more
than 70,000 American jobs. The Agree-
ment will bolster our economic com-
petitiveness in the Asia-Pacific region
and our regional security interests.
The United States once was the top
supplier of goods exported to Korea.
Over the past decade, our share of Ko-
rea’s import market for goods has fall-
en from 21 percent to just 10 percent—
behind China and Japan, and barely
ahead of the European Union (EU). The
EU and several other trading partners
are negotiating or have recently con-
cluded trade agreements with Korea. If
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