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of people. They are certainly qualified to re-
ceive these contracts. A mandatory DOD out-
reach program would make women and minor-
ity owned businesses aware of all of the con-
tract opportunities available to them.

Facts: Small businesses are important be-
cause they:

(1) Represent 99.7 percent of all employer
firms, (2) employ just over half of all private
sector employees, (3) pay 44 percent of total
U.S. private payroll, (4) generated 64 percent
of net new jobs over the past 15 years, (5)
create more than half of the nonfarm private
gross domestic product, GDP, (6) hire 40 per-
cent of high tech workers (such as scientists,
engineers, and computer programmers), (7)
are 52 percent home-based and 2 percent
franchises, (8) made up 97.3 percent of all
identified exporters and produced 30.2 percent
of the known export value in FY 2007, and (9)
produce 13 times more patents per employee
than large patenting firms and twice as likely
as large firm patents to be among the one
percent most cited.

Republicans appear to be on a mission to
cut programs that help families and that will
buttress small businesses. At a time when
there are Americans faced with the perils
which arise during cleaning up after a natural
disaster. Now. There needs to be a balance
when determining which programs to cut and
when. A balance to finding the funds that will
address national disasters. A balanced ap-
proach is important to ensuring that small
businesses receive the support they need. We
have temporarily achieved that balance in this
measure.

| stand here once again calling for meas-
ures that will advance job growth, create new
jobs, and help small business. American fami-
lies need measures that are job growers rath-
er than measures that are jobs killers.

————

SKI AREA RECREATIONAL OPPOR-
TUNITY ENHANCEMENT ACT OF
2011

SPEECH OF

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 3, 2011

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H.R. 765, the Ski
Area Recreation Opportunity Enhancement
Act of 2011, which updates the Ski Area Per-
mit Act to reflect the wide range of rec-
reational activities that are taking place at ski
areas on National Forest System lands.

Having previously introduced similar legisla-
tion and as a cosponsor of H.R. 765, | have
long supported this commonsense permit re-
form. Giving ski resorts on National Forest
lands the opportunity to offer alternatives to
traditional winter downhill activities year-round
will help grow the economies of local commu-
nities and create jobs.

For instance, in Eastern Washington nestled
among 2,450 acres of the Northwest Rockies,
49° North Mountain Resort—Eastern Washing-
ton’s most family friendly resort—will be able
to offer year-round family friendly opportuni-
ties. At zero cost to the taxpayers, this bill is
an easy way to help increase the productivity
of businesses on National Forest System
lands.
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Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues to
support this commonsense reform that will
help grow our economy while maintaining
careful stewardship of our National Forest
System lands.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE MEM-
BERS OF THE CHALDEAN AMER-
ICAN LADIES OF CHARITY AS
THEY CELEBRATE FIFTY YEARS
OF SERVICE TO CHALDEAN FAM-
ILIES IN SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Chaldean American Ladies of
Charity (CALC) as it celebrates fifty years of
service to the Chaldean community of metro
Detroit.

Established in 1961 by twenty women vol-
unteers, CALC’s mission has been to assist
needy Chaldean families in Southeast Michi-
gan. CALC initially focused on providing care
and support to the elderly and sick, but has
transitioned and expanded its services as the
needs of the community have evolved.

As the greater Detroit region has developed
over the last half century, Chaldean Ameri-
cans have grown with it, becoming an integral
part of the community. Over time, as the
Chaldean population has grown and new gen-
erations have been raised outside their ances-
tral homeland, CALC has taken a leading role
in helping Chaldean Americans preserve their
culture and history. Furthermore, CALC has
also become a valuable bridge to the broader
community, sharing the rich history and culture
of Iraqi Catholics. And most importantly, CALC
has taken on the responsibility of helping
newly arrived Chaldean refugees integrate and
become successful members of the commu-
nity by providing basic services and support
for those who need more critical services.

As CALC celebrates its fiftieth anniversary,
the success of the organization can be seen
in its seven hundred volunteers who continue
its mission of serving Chaldean families in
need with a dynamic set of initiatives and pro-
grams. By collecting and distributing essential
supplies to newly arrived Chaldean refugees
and families facing obstacles, CALC is the
most crucial community support mechanism.
Today, CALC provides a comprehensive set of
youth programs that provide cultural, edu-
cational and recreational enrichment opportu-
nities to promote strong scholarship and citi-
zenship in Chaldean American youth. A fully
developed series of programs for families in
need provides educational scholarships, es-
sential material assistance in food and clothing
and free health services to uninsured families.
In order that its mission endures, CALC’s
Chaldean Angels program teaches the next
generation of young women the importance of
community service. Under the leadership of
my friend, President LeeAnn Kirma, CALC not
only supplies precious material resources, but
brings hope to the dispirited.

Mr. Speaker, as the Chaldean American La-
dies of Charity celebrates its fiftieth anniver-
sary, | rise to join its members and honor their
decades of service to Chaldean families
across Southeast Michigan, which has greatly
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strengthened and enriched the metro Detroit
community. As CALC continues its mission, |
look forward to continuing my work with its
members in our shared goal of building a
bright future for Michigan and putting the
American Dream within reach for all.

——————

HONORING JAY ROBERT
CURLESS III

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Jay Robert Curless Ill. Jay is a
very special young man who has exemplified
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America, Troop 332, and earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Jay has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Jay has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. Most notably, Jay has
contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Jay planned and con-
structed a bed rail system that allows with dis-
abilities to use the camp cabins at the Rotary
Youth Camp in Lee’s Summit, Missouri. Jay
also plans to complete his college education
and enlist as an officer in the United States
Navy

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Jay Robert Curless Il for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TEN TEN DAY FOR THE
PEOPLE OF TAIWAN

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the people of Taiwan on the
celebration of the 100th anniversary of “Ten
Ten Day.” Ten Ten Day traces its roots to the
Wuchang Uprising that occurred on October
10, 1911, and that signaled the end of the
Qing Dynasty and the start of a democratic
movement that we continue to celebrate
today. Ten Ten Day is a celebration of the end
of tyranny for the Chinese people and the birth
of democracy. It is significant to all freedom
loving people throughout the world.

| want to especially recognize the people of
Taiwan on this most important occasion. Tai-
wan has much to celebrate and it is a thriving
economic force in Asia, due to its visionary
leadership. | met with President Ma Ying-jeou
and | commend his efforts to promote trade
and improve relations between Taiwan and
China. Guam is home to many people of Chi-
nese ancestry and our island continues to
benefit from their cultural contributions to our
community and the promotion of trade and
economic opportunities.

| congratulate the people of Taiwan on the
100th anniversary of Ten Ten Day. We cele-
brate this historic occasion with them and we
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honor their friendship with the American peo-

ple. We wish them many years of future pros-

perity and we thank them for their friendship.
———

TAIWAN’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, on October 10th,
the Republic of China (Taiwan), one of the
closest friends of the United States in the Pa-
cific, will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary
of the Chinese Revolution. | would like to con-
gratulate Taiwan on this historic milestone,
and | urge my colleagues to do the same.

October 10th, 1911 marks the beginning of
what was the Wuchang Uprising, which ulti-
mately brought an end to the Qing Dynasty’s
268-year rule in China. The fall of the Dynas-
ty’s resulted in the establishment of the Re-
public of China (Taiwan), which was then im-
mediately recognized by the United States as
the sole and legitimate government of China.

In these 100 years, Taiwan has evolved into
a shining example of democracy. As the coun-
try liberalized and opened up to the world, its
political system has progressed into one of the
strongest democratic systems in Asia, evi-
denced most recently by holding free and fair
presidential elections. While these significant
achievements took place, the U.S.-Taiwan re-
lationship transformed from one based solely
on shared interests to one based on shared
values. Our mutual respect for human rights
and dignity, and our belief in a strong demo-
cratic system of government has allowed this
relationship to flourish.

| congratulate the Taiwanese on this historic
100-year occasion, and | look forward to help-
ing further develop the close relationship be-
tween the United States and Taiwan as we
move forward into the 21st Century.

——————

TO COMMEND MS. EUGINIA
MILIONIS FOR 49 YEARS OF
SERVICE AS A CROSSING GUARD

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ms. Euginia Milionis, an exemplary
citizen of lllinois’ Third Congressional District,
for her dedicated service to the students of the
Villages of Bridgeview and Justice. Ms.
Milionis is retiring after forty-nine years as a
crossing guard, exercising diligence and com-
mitment to ensuring the safety of the youngest
members of our community.

Ms. Milionis served the past twenty-one
years stationed at the busy intersection of
79th Street and Roberts Road. In rain, shine,
sleet, and snow, Ms. Milionis has always been
present with a warm smile and welcoming
wave. Her commitment to local children has
inspired others to become involved in their
community as well. Ms. Milionis’ daughter,
Dina, has also worked as a crossing guard for
several years. In commemoration and grati-
tude for Ms. Milionis’ many years of service,
both Lyons Township and the Village of
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Bridgeview have awarded her plaques of rec-
ognition.

| am happy to recognize Ms. Euginia
Milionis’ efforts and contributions to her com-
munity. Her dedication to ensuring a safe
commute for students truly serves as an inspi-
ration to others. | am distinctly proud to count
her among the fine citizens of the Third Dis-
trict of lllinois, and | wish her a long and
happy retirement.

—————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
COOLSPRING DEMOCRATIC CLUB

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to rise today to honor one of Indi-
ana’s fine organizations, the Coolspring
Democratic Club, and to congratulate its mem-
bership as they celebrate the club’s 50th Anni-
versary. In honor of this momentous occasion,
the members of the Coolspring Democratic
Club will be celebrating with dinner and enter-
tainment on Saturday, October 8, 2011, at the
American Legion Post 37 in Michigan City, In-
diana.

The Coolspring Democratic Club, which was
founded in 1961, was established to promote
the general ideals of the Democratic Party in
LaPorte County and to promote the general
welfare of the entire community. In 1961, nine
individuals formed the first committee, led by
its commanders, Mr. and Mrs. Elvin Rodgers.
Mr. and Mrs. Rodgers, along with the other
committee members, had the foresight and ini-
tiative to foster change in their community and
bring Democratic principles to anyone who
sought to impact society in a positive way.
This original committee, as well as all past
and present members, will be honored at the
Anniversary celebration for their commitment
to promoting the ideals of the Democratic
Party.

The Coolspring Democratic Club continues
to uphold its mission set forth by its founding
members under the leadership of its current
Committee President, Dawn Proud, Vice
President, Johnny Stimley, Secretary, Pat
Steele, and Treasurer, Bonnie Hunt. These
dedicated individuals have worked tirelessly to
provide for the LaPorte County community and
to promote patriotism and altruism among their
neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring
and congratulating the Coolspring Democratic
Club on its 50th Anniversary. | also ask that
you join me in honoring its membership for
their service to their community. Through the
years, the organization’s members have
graced us with their patriotism and benevo-
lence and are to be recognized for their self-
lessness and commitment to their fellow citi-
zens.
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IN HONOR OF TAIWAN’S
CENTENNIAL NATIONAL DAY

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | extend my
congratulations and best wishes to President
Ma Ying-jeou on the occasion of Republic of
China (Taiwan)’s Centennial National Day.
This national holiday commemorates the 1911
Wu-ch’ang uprising that ended centuries of
monarchy and led to the birth of the Republic
of China.

Taiwan and the United States enjoy a ro-
bust relationship that reflects our two coun-
tries’ historical, cultural and economic ties over
the last century. Despite lack of formal rela-
tions between the two countries, the United
States and Taiwan continue to be strong part-
ners in trade, cultural and educational ex-
changes as well as cooperation in many other
areas. Taiwan’s cooperation with the United
States in combating global terrorism has
earned the trust of the American people and
boosted exchanges and friendship between
our two nations. Such relations also extend to
discussions over Taiwan’s military needs. A
strong Taipei-Washington relationship is in
both governments’ best interests for the sta-
bility of East Asia. Last year, we celebrated
the 31st anniversary of the enactment of the
Taiwan Relations Act, the cornerstone of U.S.-
Taiwan relations.

My additional congratulations to the people
of Taiwan for their continued participation in
the World Health Assembly meetings this May
in Geneva. | hope Taiwan will also soon join
the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO).

| join my fellow colleagues in wishing the
people of Taiwan a joyous Centennial National
Day celebration and look forward to expanding
our strong relationship.

WORLD SPACE WEEK

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today the
Franklin Institute of Philadelphia and the
NASTAR Foundation will kick off World Space
Week by welcoming Shuttle Commander Chris
Ferguson, who led the final U.S. shuttle mis-
sion to the International Space Station. When
the shuttle returned on July 20, it marked the
end of a 30-year NASA program. Ferguson’s
mission, the 33rd flight of Atlantis, was the
37th shuttle mission to the space station, and
the 135th and final mission of NASA’s Space
Shuttle Program.

Commander Ferguson was born in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, and his mother Mary Ann
and stepfather Norman now reside in
Langhorne, Bucks County. Ferguson grad-
uated from Archbishop Ryan High School in
Philadelphia, and received his Bachelor of
Science degree in mechanical engineering
from Drexel University. Throughout his career,
Ferguson has earned many commendations,
including the Legion of Merit, Distinguished
Flying Cross, Navy Strike-Flight Air Medal and
three NASA Spaceflight Medals.
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