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so that our Medicare beneficiaries are in fact
receiving the quality screening they deserve.

Lastly, the SCREEN Act removes barriers to
screening rates by allowing a Medicare bene-
ficiary to sit down and discuss the importance
of the procedure before seeing the provider for
the first time right before procedure. The fed-
eral government and colorectal cancer patient
advocacy groups have concluded that the
“fear of the procedure” is a major impediment
to increasing colorectal cancer screening
rates.

Promoting access to colorectal cancer
screening is good policy. It will save lives and
reduce costs to families and the health care
system. Please join with me in the fight
against colorectal cancer by cosponsoring this
legislation.

————

H.R. 3078 COLOMBIA FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT, H.R. 3079 PANAMA
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT, H.R.
3080 SOUTH KOREA FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT, H.R. 2832 TAA AND
GSP EXTENSION

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to the three trade agreements
this House is considering with Colombia, Pan-
ama, and South Korea, respectively. At a time
when our national unemployment rate is at 9.1
percent, with 14 million Americans looking for
work, we cannot afford to pass trade agree-
ments that cost jobs here in the United States.
Instead, | urge my colleagues to bring a real
jobs bill—one that will create jobs for Amer-
ican workers—to the floor of the House imme-
diately.

America depends on trade with countries
around the world to expand export markets for
our products and create good-paying jobs in
the U.S. To achieve fair trade, agreements
must not export U.S. jobs or economically
harm communities. We must insist that all
trade agreements promote environmental sus-
tainability, workers’ rights, and improved living
standards for people throughout the world.
The negotiated trade agreements with Colom-
bia, Panama, and South Korea do not meet
the standard of fair trade agreements and will
leave Americans worse off. | do not support
their passage.

In Colombia, the intimidation and murder of
trade unionists and human rights workers is
widespread. According to Human Rights
Watch, over 50 trade unionists were murdered
last year. The Colombian government’s human
rights record may be improving but it is still
very poor. This is not the time to reward Co-
lombia’s poor record with a preferential trade
arrangement. This agreement does not ad-
vance fair trade, and | urge my colleagues to
vote against it.

The proposed free trade agreement with
Panama fails to create any American jobs.
Widely known as a tax haven for multinational
corporations, Panama has not shown the incli-
nation or ability to change its status as an off-
shore tax shelter. This practice rewards U.S.
companies that ship jobs overseas to avoid
taxation here. This agreement does not ad-
vance fair trade, and | urge my colleagues to
vote against it.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In South Korea, between 2001 and 2009,
the U.S. ran a trade deficit in goods of ap-
proximately $125 billion. The Economic Policy
Institute found that implementation of the
Korea trade deal would increase U.S. trade
deficit by $16.7 billion and result in 159,000
American jobs lost over the next seven years.
According to Public Citizen, almost 8,000
good-paying jobs would be lost in the 4th Con-
gressional District of Minnesota. This agree-
ment does not advance fair trade, and | urge
my colleagues to vote against it.

As we've seen with free trade agreements
with China, NAFTA, and CAFTA, unfair trade
deals cost American jobs. This is why Trade
Adjustment Assistance, TAA, exists—to pro-
vide training to workers who lose their jobs
due to trade. Considering TAA while we con-
sider these three agreements is evidence that
these deals result in the loss of jobs here in
the U.S. | support the passage of the needed
TM extension, H.R. 2832, in order to provide
some protections for American workers.

For these reasons, | urge my colleagues to
oppose these unfair trade deals and support
the badly-needed extensions of TAA.

———————

YES ON COLOMBIA AND PANAMA
AND NO ON KOREA

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, at one time, North
Carolina’s Sixth Congressional District was
one of America’s manufacturing power
houses. Over the years, our manufacturing
strength has been compromised by discrimina-
tory trade practices that unfairly benefit over-
seas competitors.

Unfortunately, the Korea-United States Free
Trade Agreement (KORUS) is a critically
flawed trade proposal. With respect to textiles,
South Korea has a highly sophisticated and
vertically integrated industry. In 2010, South
Korea was America’s 8th largest supplier of
textiles and apparel by volume. For example,
yarns and fabrics, the largest component of
the U.S. industry, South Korea was America’s
2nd largest source of imports this past year.

The U.S. textile industry is staunchly op-
posed to the KORUS agreement due to the
fact that it provides Korean textile exporters
with instant, duty-free access for virtually all
textile and apparel products, while giving U.S.
producers no time to adjust. At the same time,
KORUS has a number of non-reciprocal tariff
phase-outs that favor the South Korean textile
industry in key product areas.

We also understand that China could exploit
the KORUS agreement by utilizing business
relationships in South Korea to reach U.S.
markets.

Our manufacturers are competing against
foreign trade barriers, high tariffs, export sub-
sidies, state-ownership of enterprises, and cur-
rency manipulation. The goals of this Con-
gress should be to prioritize fixing U.S. trade
policy, stopping manufacturing job loss, and
closing the trade deficit.

South Korea and its people are true allies of
the United States, and | value our diplomatic
relations. As a Korean War-era veteran, | have
witnessed first-hand how relations between
our two great nations have improved dramati-
cally over the years.
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Unfortunately, | cannot support KORUS be-
cause it will do real harm to the North Carolina
textile industry. | am sure that our two coun-
tries will continue our harmonious relations,
but | am hopeful that we can reach a trade
deal someday that is fair and equitable to both
trading partners.

On the other hand, trade with Colombia and
Panama does not pose similar threats to the
textile industry in the United States generally
and North Carolina’s Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict specifically. In fact, textile trade among
these great nations is healthy and balanced—
we trade raw materials, value added materials
and finished goods. Furthermore, agreements
with Colombia and Panama are far less likely
to be exploited by countries such as China or
Vietnam.

Colombia and Panama are strategic diplo-
matic partners with America in Central and
South America. Free trade agreements with
these countries will boost our economy, ac-
cording to the International Trade Commis-
sion. A deal with Colombia will boost exports
of goods by $1.1 billion and add $2.5 billion to
our Gross Domestic Product. An agreement
with Panama will greatly improve the export of
American agricultural goods, manufactured
goods, specialized services, and support other
diplomatic efforts to close a notorious tax re-
porting loophole that involves money laun-
dering and tax cheating.

The agreements with Colombia and Pan-
ama show the way fair trade agreements
should be written. My hope remains that a
similar deal can be reached with Korea in the
near future.

——————

UNITED STATES-KOREA FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT IMPLEMEN-
TATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my opposition to the U.S.-Korean
Free Trade Agreement (KORUS). Put simply,
this agreement is a bad business deal for the
United States.

KORUS is an example of an agreement that
stands to benefit certain industries at the ex-
pense of others. For instance, the Obama ad-
ministration went to great lengths to include
special provisions to ensure that our auto
manufacturers have equal access to South
Korean markets. While the economic fairness
may help, the effect is likely to be minimal.
Currently, over 95 percent of South Koreans
drive South Korean cars. Because of this, |
have serious concerns about the realistic abil-
ity of our auto industry to succeed in a reluc-
tant Korean market.

In addition to my concerns with the feasi-
bility of success for the auto industry in South
Korea, it is widely acknowledged that textile
workers will lose out because of the deal. The
Economic Policy Institute estimates that
159,000 American manufacturing jobs will be
lost, and because of the administration’s fail-
ure to address textile issues, it is estimated
that 40,000 textile jobs will be lost. | have al-
ways said that 1 job lost as a result of free
trade is too much.
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