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raising taxes, or increasing our na-
tional debt to China and elsewhere. 

Second, this bill would take billions 
in proceeds from these drilling leases 
and directly fund much needed con-
struction and infrastructure projects. 
In my home State of Pennsylvania, our 
infrastructure is in desperate need of 
repair. We have bridges and roads that 
date back to the Civil War, and traffic 
congestion is a daily hassle. There is 
near unanimous agreement that we 
must invest in our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture, but the question remains of how 
to pay for it. The President and some 
Democrats in Congress have suggested 
that we use taxpayer dollars in the 
form of a second stimulus package. 
This bill funds infrastructure invest-
ment using private sector dollars, not 
taxpayer money or borrowed Chinese 
dollars. This innovative approach will 
allow for the private sector to help 
fund our recovery without adding to 
the deficit. 

And most importantly, H.R. 1861 
would put countless Americans back to 
work. Offshore oil exploration is esti-
mated to create 1.2 million quality jobs 
annually, and for every $1 billion in-
vested in our infrastructure, an esti-
mated 30,000 good-paying, long-term 
jobs are created for contractors, con-
struction workers, engineers, steel-
workers, building trades, and others. 

Since the beginning, I have made jobs 
my top priority, supporting legislation 
designed to incentivize hiring and cre-
ate an atmosphere where small busi-
nesses will grow. I welcome President 
Obama’s recent entrance into the work 
already being done by the House of 
Representatives to address the unac-
ceptably high unemployment rate. It is 
important that Congress put aside par-
tisan politics and put America back on 
the track to prosperity. I call on the 
Senate and the President to pass the 
jobs bill that the House of Representa-
tives has already passed with bipar-
tisan support. 

As the Congress debates various 
methods of economic growth and job 
creation in the coming weeks, I’m 
hopeful that we will take an approach 
which incorporates the common sense 
outlined in this bill. Doing so will re-
quire a spirit of bipartisan cooperation 
to be successful. It will not be easy, but 
I will continue to focus my energy on 
creating a strong American economy 
and a brighter future for our children 
and our grandchildren. 

I thank my friend from Pennsyl-
vania. 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. I 
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania. 

I now yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Indiana, Mr. JOE DON-
NELLY. 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. I thank 
my esteemed colleague, who also 
serves in the Naval Reserves. We thank 
you for your service to our country in 
that role as well. 

This is an extraordinary bill that is 
about jobs, jobs, jobs, energy independ-

ence, and a stronger America. It cuts 
across party lines and solves so many 
problems that we face, including assist-
ing in bringing our deficit down. It is a 
commonsense piece of legislation that 
puts the United States first. 

We have vast energy resources, and 
we should be utilizing them. Instead of 
sending $500 billion a year overseas to 
other countries that, as my friend from 
Minnesota said, we don’t have to pay 
them to make sure they like us, they’ll 
just not like us without any payment 
at all, what we need to do is stand up 
for America, to not worry about wheth-
er or not we can keep other countries 
happy in order to obtain their oil. 

We need to stand up for America— 
our own natural gas, our own ethanol, 
our own biodiesel, our own nuclear, our 
own wind, our own solar. In doing that 
in all of these areas, you put other peo-
ple to work. In the steel mills of north-
ern Indiana, where I live, these mills 
are pumping out product for the oil 
patch. They’re pumping out product to 
make the wind turbines. Across the 
board, you see jobs created in Indiana. 
But that applies to all 50 States. 

You have almost a trillion dollars for 
roads and bridges that will be built 
throughout our country. And when you 
look at this, this answers the call. 
When folks say how can we get Amer-
ica to work together, how can we get 
America to stands up for itself, this an-
swers the call: people going back to 
work; the deficit being reduced; manu-
facturing here in the United States. 
Across the board, it strengthens our 
Nation. So instead of wondering about 
how we can move forward, we have an 
answer as to how to do that. 

I’m thrilled to be working with my 
colleagues to work together to 
strengthen our Nation, to reduce our 
deficit, to make it in America, and to 
become energy independent. We have 
enough natural gas in this country— 
just natural gas alone—to run our vehi-
cles for the next hundred years. If we 
go across the spectrum, we can create 
incredible wealth and an incredible fu-
ture for our Nation. 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. I 
thank the gentleman from Indiana. 

I yield to the gentleman from Min-
nesota. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. I thank the 
gentleman. I thank all the speakers 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, you just witnessed 
something—an hour-long discussion on 
energy policy that did not demonize 
producers of energy and did not demon-
ize conservation groups, did not point 
out problems on the other side and did 
not become political. It put out solu-
tions, answers that are workable, 
backed by facts and ready to be imple-
mented. 

We can do this. The American people 
deserve us to do exactly this. I encour-
age you and everyone in this Chamber 
to get behind this. 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. I 
thank all the speakers today. 

Let me wrap up by saying this. In 
Pennsylvania, we’re coal country; 

we’re natural gas; we’re the head-
quarters of nuclear; and we recognize 
we have a responsibility as a Nation to 
take care of our country and be good 
stewards of our environment. We also 
have to make sure we are creating jobs 
in America. 

But I want to tell you something 
else. While people are out there criti-
cizing oil, I still believe we can do it 
better. And one of the things to keep in 
mind is, when we’re sending $129 billion 
in foreign aid every year to OPEC, 
we’re paying for their bridges and their 
highways; and that OPEC money has a 
way of finding its way to countries like 
Iran and using that to fund terrorists 
who are attacking America, hurting 
our soldiers and maiming them. I’ve 
seen enough of them in the hospitals 
that I work with in the Navy. 

Let me tell you, that alone, Mr. 
Speaker, is reason to pass a bill like 
this and stop harming our soldiers and 
our citizens in paying for terrorism. In-
stead, let’s pass the Infrastructure 
Jobs and Energy Independence Act. 
Let’s keep our money at home; let’s 
create jobs; let’s keep America safe; 
and let’s do this right. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 
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ELECTING A CERTAIN MEMBER TO 
A CERTAIN STANDING COM-
MITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the House Re-
publican Conference, I send to the desk 
a privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 447 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be and is hereby elected to the following 
standing committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

(1) COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES.— 
Mr. Amodei. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. AL GREEN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker, and as a compliment to 
my colleagues who just left the floor, 
I’d like to compliment them for the bi-
partisanship that was shown. And per-
haps bipartisanship is becoming in 
vogue because this is a bipartisan ef-
fort as well. 

It is my firm belief that our Nation, 
while we have some differences on 
many issues, we do want to unite 
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