
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7337 November 4, 2011 
Once again, I would like to offer my 

sincere gratitude to our Nation’s vet-
erans and their families. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to address the persuasive and 
life-threatening challenges posed by 
domestic violence. 

Mr. Speaker, according to the Na-
tional Coalition Against Domestic Vio-
lence, as many as one in four women 
over the course of her lifetime will ex-
perience domestic violence. This is a 
crime that knows no geographical 
boundaries, a crime which knows no 
class boundaries, and a crime which 
does not come to the family from with-
out but comes from within and tran-
scends generations as children are 
scared and then replicate the behavior 
that unfortunately they saw in their 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, around the United 
States and certainly in Connecticut. 
We’ve got wonderful organizations like 
the YWCA of Greenwich, the Center for 
Women and Families of Eastern Fair-
field County, and the Domestic Vio-
lence Crisis Centers in Stamford and 
Norwalk doing wonderful work pro-
viding safety and comfort to victims of 
these crimes. 

We should support those organiza-
tions, Mr. Speaker. But each and every 
one of us as fathers, as brothers, as 
community leaders, as Members of 
Congress should stand up and say we 
will put an end to this terribly destruc-
tive force. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2838, COAST GUARD AND 
MARITIME TRANSPORTATION 
ACT OF 2011 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 455 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 455 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2838) to au-
thorize appropriations for the Coast Guard 
for fiscal years 2012 through 2015, and for 
other purposes. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and amendments specified in this resolution 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. 

SEC. 2. (a) In lieu of the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-

structure now printed in the bill, it shall be 
in order to consider as an original bill for the 
purpose of amendment under the five-minute 
rule an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of the Rules 
Committee Print dated October 28, 2011. That 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against that amendment in the nature 
of a substitute are waived. 

(b) No amendment to the amendment in 
the nature of a substitute made in order as 
original text shall be in order except those 
printed in the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution and 
amendments en bloc described in section 3 of 
this resolution. 

(c) Each amendment printed in the report 
of the Committee on Rules shall be consid-
ered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. 

(d) All points of order against amendments 
printed in the report of the Committee on 
Rules or amendments en bloc described in 
section 3 of this resolution are waived. 

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time for 
the chair of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure or his designee to 
offer amendments en bloc consisting of 
amendments printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution not earlier disposed of. Amendments 
en bloc offered pursuant to this section shall 
be considered as read, shall be debatable for 
10 minutes equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure or their designees, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. The original proponent of an amend-
ment included in such amendments en bloc 
may insert a statement in the Congressional 
Record immediately before the disposition of 
the amendments en bloc. 

SEC. 4. At the conclusion of consideration 
of the bill for amendment the Committee 
shall rise and report the bill to the House 
with such amendments as may have been 
adopted. Any Member may demand a sepa-
rate vote in the House on any amendment 
adopted in the Committee of the Whole to 
the bill or to the amendment in the nature of 
a substitute made in order as original text. 
The previous question shall be considered as 
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto 
to final passage without intervening motion 
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

SEC. 5. It shall be in order at any time on 
the legislative day of November 4, 2011, for 
the Speaker to entertain motions that the 
House suspend the rules relating to a meas-
ure addressing the applicability of the coast-
wise trade laws. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The gentleman from Florida 
is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

For the purpose of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to my 
colleague, the gentlelady from New 
York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pending which I 
yield myself such time as I may con-

sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of this rule and the 
underlying bill. 

House Resolution 455 provides for a 
structured rule for the consideration of 
H.R. 2838, the Coast Guard and Mari-
time Transportation Act of 2011. The 
rule makes 18 amendments submitted 
to the Rules Committee in order for ro-
bust debate here in the House of Rep-
resentatives: 10 of those 18 amend-
ments made in order are Democrat- 
sponsored amendments; 7 are Repub-
lican amendments; and one is a bipar-
tisan amendment. 

Five information-gathering sub-
committee hearings were held prior to 
this bill being reported out of com-
mittee. Further, this legislation passed 
out of the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee with bipartisan 
support by a voice vote. 

The Coast Guard is comprised of 
nearly 100,000 military personnel, re-
servists, civilian employees, and auxil-
iary volunteers. It is one of the five 
branches of the armed services that 
constitutes our Armed Forces. The 
Coast Guard or its predecessors has de-
fended this Nation in every war since 
1790. Charged primarily with enforcing 
the laws of the United States in, under, 
and over the high seas and waters 
under American jurisdiction, the Coast 
Guard is asked to serve many functions 
simultaneously. This is important in 
my own State of Florida, which has the 
largest coastline of any of the 48 con-
tiguous States. From drug interdiction 
to port security to border enforcement, 
the Coast Guard’s reach is wide and its 
mission critical. 

This bipartisan legislation authorizes 
appropriations through fiscal year 2015 
for the Coast Guard to carry out all of 
its many responsibilities. It also au-
thorizes appropriations for the Federal 
Maritime Commission, including 
grants for certain short-distance ship-
ping activities. Finally, the bill makes 
some changes to current law, affecting 
maritime safety, transportation and 
the authorities of the Coast Guard. 

The rule also allows for the consider-
ation of H.R. 2840, the Commercial Ves-
sel Discharges Reform Act. Ballast 
water and the subsequent discharge of 
ballast water are essential to the safe 
operation and stability of our seafaring 
vessels. This bill will simply set a sin-
gle uniform, nationwide standard for 
ballast water discharge from commer-
cial vessels. 

Currently, the Coast Guard and the 
EPA have developed separate regula-
tions under two different laws to gov-
ern ballast water discharge. The EPA’s 
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