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VOTER ID LAWS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Instead
of Republican legislatures across
America, Madam Speaker, focusing on
creating jobs in their States and work-
ing with this Congress to create jobs,
we find ourselves shackled by 40 States
implementing voter ID laws—laws/pro-
visions that limit voting by requiring
the presentation of photo identifica-
tion that, however, is limited to State-
authorized voter ID, which has a nega-
tive impact on our seniors, laws that
exclude the most common forms of
ID—student IDs and Social Security
cards. But they offer no alternate pro-
cedures. Changes requiring limitations
or the outright elimination of early
voting opportunities bury us to first-
time voters, such as the elimination of
same-day registration.

Madam Speaker, couldn’t we do bet-
ter than to counter the 15th Amend-
ment, which indicates that there
should be no laws that would thwart
anyone’s right to vote, or even the 24th
Amendment that indicates that we
should not have a poll tax to allow peo-
ple to vote?

Rather than creating jobs through
passing the American Jobs Act or
standing up and denouncing the sexual
abuse of children, which is a crisis and
an outrage, we are stopping people
from voting by putting in place voter
ID laws. Voter suppression, the Con-
stitution will not tolerate it—the 15th
Amendment and the 24th Amendment.
Let us open this opportunity for all
people and fight the real issues that
the American people want us to ad-
dress.

———

IT°S TIME FOR A JOBS AGENDA

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCGOVERN. There is a lot of
talk about the supercommittee and
debt reduction; but, Madam Speaker,
what we need is a supercommittee for
jobs.

Here’s the deal. If we can create more
jobs, we can reduce our deficit; but my
Republican friends have gone out of
their way to talk about everything on
this House floor except jobs. They
refuse to bring the President’s jobs bill
to the floor; they refuse to invest in
our roads, bridges, and infrastructure;
and they’re threatening to cut medical
research, Medicare, and funds for edu-
cation. All they seem to care about is
making sure that the top 1 percent of
income earners is protected from pay-
ing its fair share.

It’s time for a new agenda, Madam
Speaker. It’s time for a jobs agenda.
It’s time for the Republican leadership
to focus and to get to work.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 822, NATIONAL RIGHT-TO-
CARRY RECIPROCITY ACT OF 2011

Mr. NUGENT. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 463 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 463

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 822) to amend
title 18, United States Code, to provide a na-
tional standard in accordance with which
nonresidents of a State may carry concealed
firearms in the State. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on the Judiciary. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
the five-minute rule. It shall be in order to
consider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill. The committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute are waived. No
amendment to the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute shall be in order
except those printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report,
may be offered only by a Member designated
in the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time specified in
the report equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole. All points of order against such
amendments are waived. At the conclusion
of consideration of the bill for amendment
the Committee shall rise and report the bill
to the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON). The gentleman from Florida
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. NUGENT. For the purpose of de-
bate only, I yield the customary 30
minutes to the gentleman from
Worcester, Massachusetts (Mr. McGoOvV-
ERN), pending which I yield myself such
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time
yielded is for the purpose of debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NUGENT. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

H7593

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. NUGENT. I rise today in support
of House Resolution 463, a rule which
provides for the consideration of an im-
portant piece of legislation, H.R. 822,
the National Right-to-Carry Reci-
procity Act of 2011.

I am proud to sponsor this rule,
which provides for a structured amend-
ment process that will allow Members
to have a thorough debate on a wide
variety of relevant and germane
amendments to H.R. 822. We have al-
lowed 10 amendments to this bill—two
Republican amendments and eight
Democratic amendments. Even on a
contentious bill, a bill where it would
be easy to shut down the process, we
not only are allowing amendments, but
of those that we will be debating on the
floor, the vast majority are Democratic
amendments.

We did this not because it was the
easy thing to do; we did it because it
was the right thing to do. It brought
transparency to the debate, and it is in
keeping with the promises that the Re-
publican Party made to the American
people for a freer, more open process.

Madam Speaker, until coming to this
body 10 months ago, I had spent my en-
tire career as a cop, the last 10 years as
sheriff of Hernando County, Florida.
During my 38 years in law enforce-
ment, I found that disarming honest
citizens does nothing to reduce crime.
If anything, all it does is keep law-
abiding citizens from being able to de-
fend themselves from violent crimi-
nals. Although I know this just from
my anecdotal experience, research
backs up the claim.

For example, statistics indicate that
citizens with carry permits are more
law-abiding than the general public. In
my home State of Florida, only 0.01
percent of nearly 1.2 million permits
have been revoked because of firearm
crimes committed by permit holders.
Additionally, evidence indicates that
crime declines in States with right-to-
carry laws. Since Florida became a
right-to-carry State in 1987, Florida’s
total violent crime and murder rates
have dropped 32 percent and 58 percent,
respectively.

Because of this evidence, as well as
my firsthand experience, I am a proud
defender of our Second Amendment
right: ensuring ‘‘the right of the people
to keep and bear arms shall not be in-
fringed.”” My history as a law enforce-
ment officer is also why I am a proud
cosponsor of H.R. 822, the National
Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act of 2011.

H.R. 822 is a good, bipartisan bill,
which enhances the constitutional
rights of law-abiding gun owners.
Today, if I drive from my home State
of Florida into Georgia, Georgia recog-
nizes that my Florida driver’s license
is still valid even once I cross the State
line. H.R. 822 would require States to
recognize each other’s legally issued
concealed carry permits in the same
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