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DECEMBER 5, 2011 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next, at noon for 
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
NUGENT). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
you for the time. 

You know, for folks who aren’t ac-
customed to seeing what you and I just 
saw, I think that’s quite a treat. In 
about—what does it turn out to be? In 
about 45 minutes, we’ve had the major-
ity leader for the Republicans and the 
minority whip for the Democrats lay 
out in intricate detail the differences 
that we’re facing here as well as the 
commonalities that we’re facing here. 
That hasn’t happened in a little while. 
It was a little more spirited today than 
it sometimes is as they come down on 
Friday afternoons to share with each 
other what the schedule will be going 
forward, but that’s always a treat to 
see, and I hope folks enjoyed being able 
to be a part of that. 

What I have on my mind today is 
twofold. We’re talking about jobs. All 
day, every day in this body we’re talk-
ing about jobs. And much like you saw 
the majority leader and the minority 
whip lay out competing opinions, com-
peting views of what America should 
look like going forward, we have com-
peting views about what creates Amer-
ican jobs. And I will tell you that, Mr. 
Speaker, we sometimes spend too much 
time talking about the creation side 
that we ignore the destruction side. Be-
cause it’s absolutely about creating 
jobs, but it’s so much easier to stop 
killing jobs. 

Creating jobs, we can disagree about 
how to make that happen—lots of dif-
ferent proposals on the table—but de-
stroying jobs should be something that 
we agree today should never happen, 
should be something that we say day in 
and day out we’re not going to let hap-
pen. And that’s the case as we talk 
about energy independence. Energy 
independence. 

I’m going to quote my Georgia col-
league, Jimmy Carter, Mr. Speaker. He 
was giving a speech in 1979. He said: 
‘‘In a little more than two decades, 
we’ve gone from a position of energy 
independence to one in which almost 
half of the oil we use comes from for-
eign countries at prices that are going 
through the roof.’’ 

Sound familiar? Mr. Speaker, does it 
sound familiar? This was a speech 

given in 1979. ‘‘In a little more than 
two decades, we’ve gone from a posi-
tion of energy independence to one in 
which almost half the oil we use comes 
from foreign countries at prices that 
are going through the roof.’’ 

I’ll tell you what else my Georgia 
colleague, President Carter, said: ‘‘I 
am, tonight’’—in his 1979 speech—‘‘set-
ting a goal for the energy policy of the 
United States. Beginning this mo-
ment,’’ he said, ‘‘this Nation will never 
use more foreign oil than we did in 
1977—never.’’ 

Hear that. The speech given in 1979 
by the President who created the De-
partment of Energy, whose sole mis-
sion was to wean the United States 
from foreign oil and create domestic 
capacity to meet all of America’s en-
ergy needs, not just because of jobs but 
because of national security is what 
the President said. ‘‘Beginning at this 
moment, this Nation will never use 
more foreign oil than we did in 1977— 
never.’’ 

Well, sadly, that has not come to fru-
ition, and we’re going to talk a little 
bit more about why that is. 

Quoting again from President Jimmy 
Carter: ‘‘From now on, every new addi-
tion to our demand for energy will be 
from our own production and our own 
conservation. The generation-long 
growth in our dependence on foreign oil 
will be stopped dead in its tracks.’’ 

Folks, this is President Jimmy Car-
ter—I would argue one of the more lib-
eral Presidents that we’ve had in our 
lifetime—from my great State of Geor-
gia. I’m going to be one of the most 
conservative Members that we have in 
this U.S. House of Representatives, and 
I agree with absolutely everything he 
said. I was 9 years old when he said it: 
never use more foreign oil than we use 
at this moment in 1977; every new de-
mand for domestic energy will come 
from domestic energy production. 

Who disagrees with that? Who dis-
agrees with one of our most forward- 
thinking, energy-independent Presi-
dents that we’ve had? Who disagrees? 

Let’s move forward. Let’s look at 
U.S. oil consumption. 1973 to 2004 are 
the numbers I brought down today. 
This top line, U.S. oil consumption. 
U.S. oil consumption. Here we are in 
1979 when the President was giving his 
speech: All the new demand, he said, 
will come from U.S. energy supplies. 

The red lines are oil imports. Red 
line is the amount of oil that we are 
bringing in from overseas. Here’s the 
President’s speech in 1979. Here’s that 
peak year in 1977. He was giving the 
speech in ’79, but he said let’s look at 
1977, a peak year for our imports across 
the globe. We will never import that 
much oil again. 

Well, look out there. Look right out 
there, 1996, 1997, 1998 through today, we 
absolutely are. And why? And why? 
The why is because of U.S. oil produc-
tion. 

You know, we talk—and again, you 
saw it with the majority leader and the 
minority whip. When they were talking 

about their competing visions for a di-
rection for America, they were talking 
about jobs. And the minority leader 
asked, he said: Name one economist 
who will tell you that reducing regula-
tion creates jobs? That was an honest 
question. Name one economist who 
agrees that reducing government regu-
lation creates jobs. 

Folks, look at the Gulf of Mexico. 
Look at the Gulf of Mexico. Mr. Speak-
er, you know as I do, as you are from 
that part of the world, that America’s 
largest shallow water oil drilling com-
pany declared bankruptcy in the midst 
of some of the highest costs per barrel 
of oil that the world has ever seen. 
Why? Why, Mr. Speaker, would a U.S. 
oil producer, the largest in the coun-
try, declare bankruptcy when the price 
that we’re getting for a barrel of oil is 
among the highest in world history? 
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I’ll give you the answer: Because the 
United States government wouldn’t 
give them a single permit to drill. Hear 
that. More oil imports from around the 
world than ever before in American 
history, focus on both sides of the aisle 
on creating jobs, and the largest shal-
low water oil producer in America goes 
out of business because the American 
Government won’t give them permits. 

Tell me, who believes, Mr. Speaker, 
that that didn’t cost jobs, that that 
regulatory decision to refuse to allow 
Americans to drill for American oil in 
American waters, as they have for dec-
ades, who believes that didn’t cost us a 
job? 

Now, good news. Good news. Those 
rigs that we would have been using to 
drill for American oil, they’re not 
being moth-balled. They’ve just gone 
overseas to drill for foreign oil that 
we’ll then be able to pay top dollar to 
get back in America. 

Folks, why? Why? 
This is an energy independence issue, 

and it is a jobs issue, and it is a na-
tional security issue. 

Look back: 1980, after President 
Jimmy Carter’s speech that said we 
will never import more oil, importing, 
here, six million, almost seven million, 
barrels a day. 

Fast forward, 2008. That number’s al-
most doubled to 13. It’s almost doubled 
to 13. Folks, we’re rich with energy in 
this country. 

Mr. Speaker, you know, as I do, we 
have been blessed. There are countries 
around this world that don’t have ac-
cess to fresh water. We do. There are 
countries around this world that don’t 
have access to beaches and to moun-
tains and to waterways, and we do. 
There are countries around this globe 
that don’t have access to energy, but 
we do. 

Mr. Speaker, who is it who decides 
that we can’t harness U.S. energy? Who 
is it? Is it some sort of natural law of 
nature that says we can’t harness U.S. 
energy? 

No. It’s the folks who sit in these 
chairs. It’s the folks who sit in these 
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