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CONGRATULATING THE MISSOURI 

CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION ON 
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Missouri Cattlemen’s 
Association, which is celebrating its one hun-
dredth anniversary this year. 

The Missouri Cattlemen’s Association began 
in 1911 as the Missouri Livestock Producers 
Association and adopted its current name in 
1968. In the beginning, dues were only $2, 
and were reduced to a quarter during the De-
pression. 

Missouri ranks third in the Nation in the 
number of cows, and the Missouri Cattlemen’s 
Association is the voice for the State’s 60,000 
beef producers, focusing on issues that affect 
beef production while also providing a safe, 
abundant, and nutritious source of food. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the members of 
the Missouri Cattlemen’s Association con-
gratulations on reaching this significant mile-
stone. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ‘‘J. 
BLACKFOOT’’—JOHN COLBERT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the life of John 
Colbert, better known as J. Blackfoot, a great 
soul singer and entertainer from the city of 
Memphis, Tennessee. J. Blackfoot was a spe-
cial talent known for his unique vocal style. 
Born in Greenville, Mississippi, his family 
moved to Memphis when he was two. Colbert 
earned the nickname ‘‘Blackfoot’’ as a child 
because he would run barefoot through his 
neighborhood. 

J. Blackfoot began his music career after 
meeting Johnny Bragg, founder of the 1950s- 
era music group ‘‘Prisonaires.’’ Together they 
recorded a ‘‘behind-the-walls’’ hit for Sun 
Records, after which J. Blackfoot embarked on 
a solo venture under his birth name. Strongly 
pursuing his love for music, he eventually 
found himself at Stax Records under the tute-
lage of songwriter/producer, David Porter. 

In the late 1960s, J. Blackfoot auditioned at 
Stax Records where David Porter and his 
song writing partner, Isaac Hayes, initially 
wrote many solo songs for him to perform. 
When the R&B duo Sam and Dave left Stax, 
Porter and Hayes decided to fill the stylistic 
void. They paired J. Blackfoot with Norman 
West, Anita Lewis and Shelbra Bennett to cre-
ate the ‘‘Soul Children.’’ They put out 7 al-
bums over their decade long career and re-
leased 15 R&B hits. 

In 1983, J. Blackfoot began a successful 
solo career, scoring many chart successes in 
both the U.S. and the U.K. He released sev-
eral hit songs, including ‘‘Taxi’’ from the 1983 
album City Slicker, which was perhaps his big-
gest solo career single. Over the last two dec-
ades, J. Blackfoot continued to record dozens 

of solo albums, performed at Stax-related 
events and reformed the ‘‘Soul Children.’’ 

J. Blackfoot passed away on November 30, 
2011 at 65 years of age. Memphis, known for 
its rich musical heritage, mourns the loss of 
one of its unique voices. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
contributions J. Blackfoot made to the music 
community. As an artist and music maker, his 
was a life well lived. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF SIS-
TER CATHERINE (MARY ISAAC) 
COLBY, DOMINICAN SISTER OF 
PEACE 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to and honor the memory of Sister 
Catherine (Mary Isaac) Colby, O.P., Ed.D., of 
the Dominican Sisters of Peace in Columbus, 
Ohio, who passed away suddenly on Decem-
ber 2, 2011. 

Sister Catherine Colby was a native New 
Yorker, and a graduate of St. Helena’s Ele-
mentary School in the Bronx and Dominican 
Academy in Manhattan. She entered the Novi-
tiate of the former Dominican Sisters of St. 
Mary of the Springs in 1960 and made her 
Profession of Vows in 1963. Sister Catherine 
earned a Doctorate in Education from Nova 
Southeastern University of Florida; an M.Ed. in 
Educational Administration from Xavier Univer-
sity of Cincinnati; an M.A. in Pastoral Ministry 
from St. Joseph’s College of Connecticut; and 
a bachelor’s degree in Education from the 
former College of St. Mary of the Springs, now 
Ohio Dominican University, in Columbus. 

A lifelong educator, Sister Catherine was an 
outstanding administrator and a compas-
sionate and perceptive preacher—the principle 
charism of the Dominican Order—as well as a 
division chair, faculty member, school principal 
and teacher in New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and New Mexico. Additionally, she had been 
Vocation Director and Director of Candidates 
for her Dominican Congregation. 

Sister Catherine was an Associate Pro-
fessor of Education at Ohio Dominican for 
twenty-three years, and for seven of those she 
served as Chair of the Division of Education. 
The founder of the Center for Dominican Stud-
ies at ODU, Sister Catherine was also the Uni-
versity’s first Vice President for Mission and 
Identity. In that capacity, she coordinated and 
facilitated the university-wide process of sus-
taining, enhancing, and promoting its distinct 
mission as a Catholic and Dominican univer-
sity. 

Her passing is a great loss not only for the 
Colby family, but for the Dominican Sisters of 
Peace, the entire campus community, the 
twelfth Congressional District of Ohio, and for 
Catholic education across this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend my 
deepest condolences to Sister Catherine’s 
family, including her godson, John Colby, who 
serves with us here as a United States Capitol 
Police Officer, as well as to her Congregation, 
Ohio Dominican University, the Dominican 
Order, and her friends and colleagues during 
this most difficult time. Her legacy will stand 
as an exemplar for all Catholic educators and 

women religious, and she will be dearly 
missed. 
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HONORING 1LT IVAN D. 
LECHOWICH 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life, sacrifice, and heroism of Army 
First Lieutenant Ivan Lechowich of Valrico, 
Florida. 

1LT Lechowich, a combat engineer, was un-
fortunately killed while conducting combat op-
erations for Operation Enduring Freedom on 
September 28, 2011, in Ghazni Province, Af-
ghanistan. 

U.S. Army combat engineers are greatly ad-
mired for their fearlessness and diligence in 
helping to tackle rough terrain in combat situa-
tions and for providing combat effectiveness to 
maneuver forces. 1LT Lechowich personified 
this bravery and dedication while he and his 
team worked to clear a roadway of explosive 
devices on the day of his death. During his 
Army career, he has been awarded a Sapper 
Tab, the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Army 
Commendation Medal, and NATO medal. 

Outside of the Army, Ivan was a loving hus-
band and new father, whose daughter was 
born during his deployment. 1LT Lechowich 
enjoyed reading, studying history, and was an 
avid fan of the University of Florida’s football 
team. 

Mr. Speaker, though proud to have such a 
fine example from the Tampa Bay community, 
it is with great remorse that I rise to com-
memorate the life of 1LT Lechowich. I am in 
awe of the young men and women like Ivan 
Lechowich who choose to serve their country-
men in the armed forces. As professionals in 
all that they do, they exhibit honor, courage, 
and commitment in every pursuit. Their sac-
rifices, like that of 1LT Lechowich, will not be 
forgotten. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. DONNIE POW-
ELL FOR HER CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a true valued member 
of our society, Mrs. Donnie Powell. Mrs. Pow-
ell has dedicated a great deal of her life to 
championing causes relative to education and 
criminal justice. 

Mrs. Powell received degrees in Criminal 
Justice from Coahoma Community College 
and Mississippi Valley State University; and 
has worked 25 years for the Mississippi De-
partment of Corrections. 

She is an active member of the Tallahatchie 
County Parent Teacher Association and was 
recruited to be a part of the parent-community 
adhoc committee’s nationwide search for a 
new Superintendent for the Tallahatchie 
School District in 2009. She has received Par-
ent of the Month awards from local elementary 
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