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had come together to agree on an edu-
cational package that would allow
those who served since 9/11 to have the
same chance at a first-class future as
those who served during World War II.
It is a program that will pay their tui-
tion, buy their books, and give them a
monthly stipend.

On this day of remembrance, for
those who served during World War II,
we should also remember that for every
dollar that was spent on the World War
II GI bill, our Treasury received $7 in
tax reimbursements because of the
ability of the ‘‘greatest generation’ to
have successful careers and to con-
tribute to our economy.

So today I would just like to say, as
one of many of us here who are the
next generation from the ‘‘greatest
generation,” how thankful I am for the
service they gave and for the example
they set when they returned from war.
For many of us—me—they were our
parents, they were our mentors, they
were our role models, they were our
leaders as we ourselves matured into
leaders. They taught us how to love our
country. They taught us how to value
the notion of service. Their legacy is in
every area of our society today.

We honor them and we should re-
solve, all of us, to continue in the tra-
ditions that were imbued in us by their
sacrifices and the example they set
when they returned from a most dif-
ficult war.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
MUST-PASS LEGISLATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I take
this time because we are in the last, we
hope, few days before we adjourn for
the holidays. There are certain pieces
of legislation we must get done before
we leave town. We call these the must-
pass bills that we have to make sure
are enacted before Congress adjourns
for the year.

One, of course, is what President
Obama has been talking about. We
need to deal with the payroll tax issue.
We don’t want to see middle-income
families finding that on January 1
their paychecks—the actual amount of
money they take home—are reduced.
During this economic time, we want to
make sure the money remains con-
stant, and we don’t want to see addi-
tional burdens placed on middle-in-
come families.

We all know we have to deal with the
Medicare extenders, including the phy-
sicians problem. We have a flawed sys-
tem for reimbursing physicians that
causes a substantial reduction in rates
physicians receive—a 27-percent reduc-
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tion. That would affect not only the
fairness of our reimbursement system
to our doctors, but it would also affect
the access Medicare patients have to
physicians. So we need to absolutely
take care of that issue.

We have the Omnibus appropriations
bill. I certainly hope that is going to be
an appropriations bill so we can give
some predictability through the re-
mainder of this fiscal year. We have to
get that done before we adjourn for the
holidays.

We also need to pass the tax extend-
ers. I know the Presiding Officer has
been very actively involved in the en-
ergy extenders, knowing full well the
importance not only to New Mexico
but to our entire country. Those ex-
tenders need to be passed because, if
not, we lose jobs. This involves the
ability to move forward with sustain-
able energy projects that will mean
jobs in our communities and energy
self-sufficiency for America.

But I wish to take this time to talk
about another must-pass bill before we
adjourn for the year; that is, the exten-
sion of the unemployment insurance. It
is absolutely essential that we get that
done before Congress adjourns for the
year.

I think we have to make it clear that
this extension will mean providing the
same number of weeks of unemploy-
ment insurance for those who are cur-
rently in the system—those who have
lost their jobs—that we have had for
the last couple of years for those who
have been caught up in this economic
downturn. We are not extending be-
yond what the unemployed have al-
ready received. So we are basically ex-
tending the current policy because we
are still in a very difficult economic
circumstance.

For every job that is open, there are
four people who apply for it. So it is
very difficult for someone who is un-
employed to be able to find employ-
ment. As I know and as the Presiding
Officer knows, if a person is unem-
ployed and looking for work, it is much
more difficult.

For all of those reasons, the right
thing to do is to acknowledge that the
number of weeks of benefits should not
be reduced at this period, that those
who are currently in the system who
have lost their jobs should be able to
get the same number of benefits that
earlier unemployed people were able to
get during this economic period. That
is what this legislation would do.

Unemployment insurance is an insur-
ance program. During good times, we
pay more into the system. During eco-
nomic downturns, we take the money
out of the system. It is countercyclical
so that we help our economy as well as
help our families.

This is the right thing to do. This is
the only lifeline for many families.
This represents their ability to be able
to put food on the table for their fami-
lies or to keep their home from going
into foreclosure or to pay their rent or
to take care of their family needs. This

December 7, 2011

is the right thing to do from the point
of view of families who have been
caught up in this economic period.

It also, by the way, would affect mil-
lions of our families. Over the next
year, if we were not to extend the un-
employment insurance benefits, it is
estimated that 6 million families would
be denied their full benefits that they
are receiving currently—6 million fam-
ilies—and each one is a family in our
community who would be adversely af-
fected.

It also helps our economy. Mark
Zandi, who was the economic adviser
for then-Presidential candidate Sen-
ator McCAIN, said that for every dollar
we put out into the economy for unem-
ployment benefits, we get back $1.61 in
our economy. The multiplier effect of
unemployment compensation is posi-
tive to our economy. So, once again,
when we are trying to stimulate job
growth, this helps us. How does it help
us? The people who receive unemploy-
ment benefits visit our local shops, our
small businesses in our communities,
keeping our economy moving, keeping
our path forward to job growth.

For all of those reasons—for the fact
that it is the right thing to do for fami-
lies and for what the intent of unem-
ployment insurance is all about—it is
the right thing for us to do because it
helps our economy. This must be on
our list of must-pass legislation. We
have to get this done before we adjourn
for the year.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

PEARL HARBOR DAY

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, today is
December 7, 2011. Seventy years ago,
something happened in Pearl Harbor. I
shall never forget that day because it
was a Sunday, and, as were many
Americans, I was preparing to go to
church. I was putting on my necktie
and having a good time listening to de-
lightful Hawaiian music. Suddenly, at
about this time—1:55 p.m. here—the
disc jockey in charge of that program
began screaming, yelling into the
mike. He was saying: ‘‘The Japanese
are bombing Pearl Harbor!”’ He kept on
repeating that. For a moment, I
thought it was a repeat or replay of
Orson Welles, which my colleagues will
recall was the program that was a
mighty hit in the United States.

The disc jockey kept on doing this
for about 5 minutes—no music, just
screaming—so I decided to take my fa-
ther out on the street and look toward
Pearl Harbor. We could see these black
puffs, and then we knew what was hap-
pening. Suddenly, while watching these
black puffs of explosions, we could hear
a rumble just overhead, and there were
three aircraft. They were pearl gray in
color, and they had red dots on the
wings. I knew what was happening, and
I thought the world had just come to
an end. Just about 2,400 American sail-
ors and soldiers and noncombatants
died that morning.
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