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negotiations due to its diversity and security,
which offered an environment where the war-
ring parties could focus on negotiating peace
out of the spotlight of the media and away
from distracting geopolitical pressures.

The Dayton community unexpectedly be-
came part of the process as its people be-
came proud to be part of history, holding can-
dlelight vigils, placing ‘candles of peace’ in
their front windows, congratulating and praying
for the negotiators, forming a human peace
chain around Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
and continuing to study peace and human
rights based on the community’s experiences
hosting these historic negotiations.

The negotiators highlighted Ohio’s ethnic di-
versity to show the warring parties that people
from disparate ethnic histories could live ev-
eryday life in peace; and the Dayton Peace
Accords provided a framework and common
agreement to the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) implementation and stabiliza-
tion force missions which provided security for
the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cro-
atia, and Serbia.

The Dayton Literary Peace Prize, estab-
lished in 2006, remains the only literary peace
prize awarded in the United States, and con-
tinues the legacy of the 1995 Dayton Peace
Accords by honoring authors who write about
peace and whose work provides enduring lit-
erary value.

The Dayton International Peace Museum in
downtown Dayton, a nonprofit, all-volunteer or-
ganization, is one of the few community-based
institutions with a focus on peace in the United
States, and the Museum honors Dayton’s his-
tory as the host of the 1995 Dayton Peace Ac-
cords, offering nonpartisan educational pro-
grams and exhibits featuring themes of non-
violent conflict resolution, social justice issues,
international relations, and peace.

Mr. Speaker, the Dayton, Ohio, community
supported the peace negotiations and worked
to create a strong, lasting relationship with
Bosnia and Herzegovina by hosting numerous
visiting delegations, creating a sister city rela-
tionship with Sarajevo, and hosting an inter-
national anniversary commemoration. Bosnia
and Herzegovina has received a conditional
Membership Action Plan to join NATO pending
continued progress on reforms. Croatia is pro-
gressing on the path to join the EU, became
a NATO member in 2009, and has deployed
troops around the world, including in Afghani-
stan, fighting alongside the United States
Armed Forces to bring peace, stability, and
prosperity to others. The Montenegrin Par-
liament declared independence from Serbia on
June 3, 2006, and thus created a multi-ethnic
country with a viable economy, professional
military and democratic institutions.

The entire State of Ohio has contributed to
stability and prosperity in the Balkan region by
fostering an exemplary relationship between
the Ohio National Guard and the Serbian
Armed Forces; and the Dayton Peace Accords
effectively ended the conflict, created a multi-
ethnic country in the Balkans, and addressed
topics critical to the future of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, including regional stabilization, a
constitutional framework, the repatriation of
refugees, and internal security.
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Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor the students, alumni, parents, faculty
and staff of Hill-Murray School in Maplewood,
Minnesota on the occasion of its 50th Anniver-
sary. This educational institution has a distin-
guished record on academics, community in-
volvement and athletic success.

Archbishop Murray Memorial high school
was founded in 1958 by the Benedictine Sis-
ters as a school for young women. In 1959,
just a few blocks down the street, the Chris-
tian Brothers founded the Hill High School as
a school for boys. Classes officially began in
both schools in 1951, and in 1971 the schools
merged and the Hill-Murray School was born.

During the past 50 years, Hill-Murray has
strived for excellence in all areas. Its mission
statement declares the school “is committed
to developing creative and responsible leaders
for tomorrow’s world who will provide effective
moral leadership in their local and global com-
munities”. This charge is reflected in both the
school’s design and its results: from its stu-
dents, 92% of whom enroll in post-high school
educational institutions; to its classrooms,
where the student-teacher ratio is 14:1; and to
its teachers 79% of whom hold advanced de-
grees and 80% of whom have more than 5
years of experience.

Following the school's mission to prepare
students not only for college but for the broad-
er journey of life, Hill-Murray students in
grades nine through twelve complete two serv-
ice requirements per year helping the eco-
nomically disadvantaged, the physically or
mentally impaired, and the elderly. With its
emphasis on developing the entire person,
90% of the student body participates in extra-
curricular activities.

The Hill-Murray athletics department has
one of the finest histories in the State of Min-
nesota. In the past 5 years, Hill-Murray teams
and individual athletes advanced to the Min-
nesota State Tournament in boys and girls
basketball, boys and girls track, boys and girls
golf, girls tennis, competitive cheerleading,
and danceline. The boys Hockey team is re-
garded as one of the best in the state, and
earned its 3rd State Championship in 2008.

Additionally Hill-Murray has produced 6 Na-
tional Hockey League players, 3 World Hock-
ey Association players, over 70 Division |
NCAA players; 2 Major League Baseball play-
ers, and 3 Olympians including a member of
the gold-medal winning 1980 U.S. Hockey
team responsible for the ‘Miracle on Ice.’

Mr. Speaker, in honor of all members of the
Hill-Murray family, | am pleased to submit this
statement for the Congressional Record rec-
ognizing the many contributions this school
has made to the State of Minnesota and the
United States of America during the past 50
years.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following:

THE DECLARATION OF OCCUPY D.C.
CONSENTED TO BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY
NOVEMBER 30TH, 2011

We have been captives of corrupt economic
and political systems for far too long. The
concentration of wealth and the purchase of
political power stifle the voices of the in-
creasingly disenfranchised 99 percent. Cor-
porate dominance subverts democracy, in-
tentionally sows division, destroys the envi-
ronment, obstructs the just and equitable
pursuit of happiness, and violates the rights
and dignity of all life.

Occupy D.C. is an open community of di-
verse individuals, facing different forms of
oppression and impacted by economic exploi-
tation to differing degrees, but united by a
shared vision of equality for the common
good. The harsh economic conditions that
have plagued the poor, working class, and
communities of color for generations have
begun to affect the previously financially se-
cure. This acute awareness of our common
fate has united us in our struggle for a better
future. We recognize that inequality and in-
justice systemically affect every aspect of
our society: our communities, homes, and
hearts. To build the world we envision, we
commit ourselves to overcoming our per-
sonal biases so we can successfully challenge
systems of oppression in solidarity.

We are peaceably assembled at McPherson
Square, practicing direct democracy on the
doorstep of K Street, the epicenter of de-
structive corporate and governmental rela-
tionships. Recognizing that the term ‘‘oc-
cupy’’ is associated with exploitation, vio-
lence, and imperialism, we are reclaiming it
to mean the peaceful liberation of public
space. In this disenfranchised city, we are in-
sisting that our economic and political sys-
tems serve the people’s interests. Now is the
time to advance and complete the struggles
of the many who came before us.

We are assembled because . . .

It is absurd that the 1 percent has taken 40
percent of the nation’s wealth through ex-
ploiting labor, outsourcing jobs, and manipu-
lating the tax code to their benefit through
special capital tax rates and loopholes. The
system is rigged in their favor, yet they cry
foul when anyone even dares to question
their relentless class warfare.

Candidates in our electoral system require
huge sums of money to be competitive.
These contributions from multi-national
corporations and wealthy individuals destroy
responsive representative governance. A sys-
tem of backroom deals, kickbacks, bribes,
and dirty politics overrides the will of the
people. The rotation of decision makers be-
tween the public and private sectors cul-
tivates a network of public officials, lobby-
ists, and executives whose aligned interests
do not serve the American people.

The entrenched two-party system over-
looks public interests by pursuing narrow
political goals. This climate encourages can-
didates to polarize voters for individual
power and personal gain. Citizens’ meaning-
ful input has been compromised by gerry-
mandering, voter disenfranchisement, and
unresponsive politicians. Residents of Wash-
ington, D.C., continue to lack autonomy and
legislative representation.

The 1 percent benefits from economic, po-
litical, and legal structures that oppress
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