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and Jews. We will support policies that
lead to strong and stable democracies
and open markets because tyranny is
no match for liberty. And we will safe-
guard America’s own security against
those who threaten our citizens, our
friends, and our interests.

Look at Iran. Through the power of
our diplomacy, a world that was once
divided about how to deal with Iran’s
nuclear program now stands as one.
The regime is more isolated than ever
before. Its leaders are faced with crip-
pling sanctions. And as long as they
shirk their responsibilities, this pres-
sure will not relent.

Let there be no doubt: America is de-
termined to prevent Iran from getting
a nuclear weapon, and I will take no
options off the table to achieve that
goal. But a peaceful resolution of this
issue is still possible and far better.
And if Iran changes course and meets
its obligations, it can rejoin the Com-
munity of Nations.

The renewal of American leadership
can be felt across the globe. Our oldest
alliances in Europe and Asia are
stronger than ever. Our ties to the
Americas are deeper. Our ironclad com-
mitment, and I mean ironclad to Israel
security has meant the closest military
cooperation between our two countries
in history.

We’ve made it clear that America is
a Pacific power. And a new beginning
in Burma has lit a new hope.

From the coalitions we’ve built to se-
cure nuclear materials to the missions
we’ve led against hunger and disease,
to the blows we’ve dealt our enemies,
to the enduring power of our moral ex-
ample, America is back.

Anyone who tells you otherwise, any-
one who tells you that America is in
decline or that our influence has waned
doesn’t know what they’re talking
about. That’s not the message we get
from leaders around the world who are
eager to work with us. That’s not how
people feel from Tokyo to Berlin, from
Cape Town to Rio, where opinions of
America are higher than they’ve been
in years. Yes, the world is changing.
No, we can’t control every event. But
America remains the one indispensable
Nation in world affairs; and as long as
I'm President, I intend to keep it that
way.

That’s why, working with our mili-
tary leaders, I have proposed a new de-
fense strategy that ensures we main-
tain the finest military in the world
while saving nearly half a trillion dol-
lars in our budget. To stay one step
ahead of our adversaries, I have al-
ready sent this Congress legislation
that will secure our country from the
growing dangers of cyberthreats.

Above all, our freedom endures be-
cause of the men and women in uni-
form who defend it. As they come
home, we must serve them as well as
they’ve served us. That includes giving
them the care and the benefits they
have earned, which is why we’ve in-
creased annual VA spending every year
I've been President. And it means en-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

listing our veterans in the work of re-
building our Nation.

With the bipartisan support of this
Congress, we are providing new tax
credits to companies that hire vets.
Michelle and Jill Biden have worked
with American businesses to secure a
pledge of 135,000 jobs for veterans and
their families. And tonight, I'm pro-
posing a Veterans Job Corps that will
help our communities hire veterans as
cops and firefighters so that America is
as strong as those who defend her.

Which brings me back to where I
began. Those of us who’ve been sent
here to serve can learn a thing or two
from the service of our troops. When
you put on that uniform, it doesn’t
matter if you’re black or white, Asian,
Latino, Native American, conservative
or liberal, rich, poor, gay, straight.
When you’re marching into battle, you
look out for the person next to you, or
the mission fails. When you’re in the
thick of the fight, you rise or fall as
one unit, serving one Nation, leaving
no one behind.

And one of my proudest possessions
is the flag that the SEAL team took
with them on the mission to get bin
Laden. On it are each of their names.
Some may be Democrats, some may be
Republicans; but that doesn’t matter.
Just like it didn’t matter that day in
the Situation Room when I sat next to
Bob Gates, a man who was George
Bush’s Defense Secretary, and Hillary
Clinton, a woman who ran against me
for President.

All that mattered that day was the
mission. No one thought about politics.
No one thought about themselves. One
of the young men involved in the raid
later told me that he didn’t deserve
credit for the mission. It only suc-
ceeded, he said, because every single
member of that unit did their job—the
pilot who landed the helicopter that
spun out of control, the translator who
kept others from entering the com-
pound, the troops who separated the
women and children from the fight, the
SEALSs who charged up the stairs.

More than that, the mission only
succeeded because every member of
that unit trusted each other, because
you can’t charge up those stairs into
darkness and danger unless you know
that there’s somebody behind you
watching your back.

So it is with America. Each time I
look at that flag, I'm reminded that
our destiny is stitched together like
those 50 stars and those 13 stripes. No
one built this country on their own.
This Nation is great because we built it
together. This Nation is great because
we worked as a team. This Nation is
great because we get each other’s
backs. And if we hold fast to that truth
in this moment of trial, there is no
challenge too great, no mission too
hard. As long as we are joined in com-
mon purpose, as long as we maintain
our common resolve, our journey
moves forward, and our future is hope-
ful and the state of our Union will al-
ways be strong.

January 24, 2012

Thank you, God bless you and God
bless the United States of America.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 10 o’clock and 16 minutes p.m.,
the President of the United States, ac-
companied by the committee of escort,
retired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the invited guests from the
Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; the Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court; the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps.

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint session of the two Houses now
dissolved.

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 23
minutes p.m., the joint session of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

———

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the message of the President be
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union and or-
dered printed.

The motion was agreed to.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BRADY of Texas (at the request of
Mr. CANTOR) for January 23 and for the
balance of the week on account of a
family emergency.

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of ill-
ness.

————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1134. An act to authorize the St. Croix
River Crossing Project with appropriate
mitigation measures to promote river val-
ues; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure; in addition to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources; in addition to
the Committee on the Budget for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 3237. An act to amend the SOAR Act
by clarifying the scope of coverage of the
Act.
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