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Founded in 2005 by local businesswoman
and former teacher Margo Friedman, the In
Hope Freedom Rings Foundation (IHFR) pro-
vides 2 scholarships, each in the amount of
$10,000, to deserving Fairfax County Public
Schools seniors. The scholarships are award-
ed based on academic excellence, financial
need, extracurricular activities, and community
service. Due to the generosity of its sponsors,
IHFR has awarded $130,000 to Fairfax County
students in just 6 years.

| extend congratulations to the following re-
cipients of the 2011-2012 In Hope Freedom
Rings Foundation Scholarships:

Elizabeth Knippler, Chantilly High School

Hanan Awel, Robert E. Lee High School

Fairfax County often is ranked as one of the
best places in the country in which to live,
work, and raise a family. Our exceptional pub-
lic school system is a significant factor in this
ranking and the success of public-private part-
nerships like IHFR between our local business
community and our schools serves to enhance
and strengthen not only the educational oppor-
tunities for our children but also our commu-
nity as a whole.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating the 2011-2012 Scholar-
ship awardees Elizabeth Knippler and Hanan
Awel for their accomplishments and in thank-
ing the In Hope Freedom Rings Foundation
and their sponsors who have made these
grants possible.

———

RECOGNIZING GLAUCOMA
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
a founding Member of the Congressional
Glaucoma Caucus to recognize the impor-
tance of promoting awareness for the sight-
stealing disease known as glaucoma. Glau-
coma is the leading cause of preventable
blindness in the United States, which currently
afflicts 2.2 million Americans and over 60 mil-
lion people worldwide. In addition to affecting
the elderly who are commonly at risk, glau-
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coma is especially prevalent in black and His-
panic communities. Blacks are 17 times more
likely to go blind from glaucoma, compared to
whites of similar age.

Glaucoma, one of many eye diseases that
can lead to blindness, is caused by damage to
the optic nerve that sends images to the brain.
The scariest aspect of this condition is that
there are no perceivable symptoms or physical
signs—hence referred to as the “silent thief of
sight.” Unfortunately, there is no cure for glau-
coma yet.

Fortunately, glaucoma can be treated early
before it worsens by attending regular eye-
screenings to detect symptoms. That is why
the Congressional Glaucoma Caucus, a bipar-
tisan coalition since its founding in 2000, is
dedicated to advocating awareness and treat-
ment across America. Thanks to the subse-
quent creation of our active partner in the
field, the Friends of the Congressional Glau-
coma Caucus Foundation, 10,000 free annual
treatments are conducted nationwide with a
percentage referred to follow-up specialists.
The Foundation was originally funded by pri-
vate sector grants, but its success now gar-
ners funding from government agencies like
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

| encourage my fellow Americans to take
advantage of free screenings provided by the
Foundation across this great nation. In Con-
gress, | will continue to fight potential budget
cuts that would obstruct advances in medical
research directed at finding a cure for glau-
coma.

H.R. 1148—STOCK ACT

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to urge our House leadership to
schedule a vote on the Stop Trading on Con-
gressional Knowledge Act, or “STOCK Act,”
filed by my friend and colleague Congressman
WALz of Minnesota. | am proud to be a co-
sponsor of this common-sense legislation,
which would prohibit Members of Congress
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from profiting from the nonpublic information to
which we are often privy.

It is just plain common sense that we, as
Members of Congress, should be held to the
same standard as the American people we
represent when it comes to insider trading. It
is not right when a company executive does it,
and it's not right when a Member of Congress
does it.

The fact that action has not been taken
sooner to clearly prohibit a Member of Con-
gress from acting for personal gain on such in-
formation is frankly shocking.

Over the past several months, the American
people have been increasingly vocal that
enough is enough. It is high time for the Con-
gress to come together to pass this bill and
send a strong message that Congress should,
and will, play by the same rules as everyone
else.

Just as we have passed Wall Street reform
in the 111th Congress; we must act now to
ensure that the law is crystal clear when it
comes to the activities of our own colleagues.
Personal financial gain from non-public infor-
mation cannot be tolerated.

In this very chamber last week, President
Obama made special mention of his support
for the STOCK Act, calling on Congress to
“send me a bill that bans insider trading by
Members of Congress, and | will sign it tomor-
row.”

Like many of my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle, | have received countless calls
and emails from my constituents urging the
Congress to answer the President’s call and
bring debate of the STOCK Act to the House
floor for a vote.

Congress must waste no time in coming to-
gether to pass this bill in a strong bipartisan
fashion, and by doing so, restore the Amer-
ican people’s trust in the integrity of the sys-
tem, the democratic process, and their elected
officials.

| urge our leadership in the House to re-
spond to the President’s call to action by fol-
lowing the Senate’s lead in bringing the
STOCK Act to the Floor for debate, and to
schedule a vote on this sensible and respon-
sible legislation.
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