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importance of self-determination for Nagorno-
Karabakh. | call on the Administration to press
the Azerbaijani government to cease its belli-
cose rhetoric and to stop its headlong rush to
war now and to adhere strictly to the prin-
cipled basis of the Minsk Process, namely, the
search for a peaceful, negotiated solution for
Nagorno-Karabakh. | likewise call on the Ad-
ministration to redouble its efforts to achieve a
solution for Nagorno-Karabakh. And, on this
day when we once again reflect on the bru-
tality Armenians have suffered, and endured,
for centuries, | once again call on the Adminis-
tration simply to acknowledge history and to
recognize the Armenian Genocide.
—
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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the wonderful life and exceptional
accomplishments of a remarkable man in the
1st Congressional District of Colorado. It is
both fitting and proper that we recognize this
distinguished citizen for his impressive record
of civic leadership and invaluable service. It is
to commend this eminent citizen that | rise to
honor Senator Paul John Sandoval.

Paul John Sandoval says that he is, “just a
tamale maker.” And indeed, he is a wonderful
tamale maker. | have had the opportunity to
bring some of those fine tamales to this fair
city. But he is much more than just a tamale
maker. He has worn so many other hats in his
distinguished life: salesman, entrepreneur, pol-
itician, elected official, family man, confidant
and a person of the utmost integrity. Paul be-
lieves, “a person should be true to his word
and look after the people.” Looking after peo-
ple is something that Paul has been doing his
entire life.

Paul John Sandoval was born on June 29,
1944, to Jerry and Camilla Sandoval, the ninth
of 11 children. Born in North Denver, he
learned early a strong work ethic. His first en-
terprise was selling newspapers and his most
notable customer was President Eisenhower.
Paul, having tracked down the President to
get his famous sale, was rewarded with a 5
dollar bill from the President himself. Never
one to miss an additional opportunity, Paul
asked the President to sign the bill, which he
did. Then he promptly sold that five dollar bill
for 10 dollars, doubling his money. Paul grad-
uated from high school in 1962 and got a
scholarship to Louisiana State University—
New Orleans, where he studied Russian, hop-
ing to go into the Foreign Service. He returned
to Colorado a year later and earned his de-
gree in international affairs in 1968. Although
he never served in the Foreign Service, his life
has been dedicated to looking after the peo-
ple. Among other endeavors, Paul fought for
fair housing as part of the federal War on Pov-
erty and with the Chicano Education Project,
which pushed for voter registration and bilin-
gual education. Paul’s first language growing
up was Spanish.

Throughout his whole life, Paul has made
many friends and they have become part of
his network. As one person put it, “Paul was
Facebook before Facebook existed.” Paul was
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elected to the Colorado State Senate and the
Denver School Board, making more friends
and connections along the way. Paul's nego-
tiation skills are legendary. Talk to anyone
who has worked with him and you will be told
stories of Paul’s ability to build coalitions and
get things done. He is the go-to person for
personal and political advice. He has been a
mentor to Senators, Governors, Congress
people and our own current Secretary of the
Interior, Ken Salazar. But his advice is not just
to famous or high-elected officials; it is warmly
available to anyone who asks.

He is also involved in quiet philanthropy. He
has personally been responsible for numerous
scholarships for students at local high schools
as well as supporting many school events.
And he is a family man; he is the one who is
there for his 5 children and his brothers and
sisters, never giving them less than he gives
to his business and his community.

Politics and education are a significant part
of his make-up—and that tamale shop. When
you talk to Paul, you talk about history, edu-
cation and politics. In that tamale shop, where
everyone gathers to eat, talk and get advice,
you can count on getting two things: wonderful
tamales and straight-forward advice from a
man who will tell you exactly what he thinks,
a man who cares about people, a man who is
true to his word.

The contributions of Senator Paul Sandoval
are numerous, and on behalf of the citizens of
the 1st Congressional District of Colorado, |
wish to express our gratitude. His service and
accomplishments command our respect and
admiration. Please join me in paying tribute to
Senator Paul Sandoval, a distinguished cit-
izen.

——————
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Kenneth L. Hall as his family,
friends, and colleagues gather to celebrate his
retirement and 19 years of dedicated service
at Buckner International.

After earning his bachelor's degree from the
University of Texas at Tyler, Dr. Hall attended
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
and graduated with Master of Divinity and
Doctor of Ministry degrees. Prior to his leader-
ship role at Buckner, Dr. Hall served as Pastor
for four churches in Texas. In 1994, he joined
Buckner as President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer.

Founded in 1879, Buckner International has
devoted itself to helping orphans, vulnerable
children, and their families. As a global Chris-
tian ministry, they annually serve over 400,000
people in 69 countries. They offer a variety of
family, empowerment, and community pro-
grams, as well as retirement services, and hu-
manitarian aid. Under Dr. Hall’s leadership,
Buckner extended its reach outside of the bor-
ders of Texas for the first time. In 1996,
Buckner launched its international ministry,
supporting children living in orphanages in
other countries. Aside from his duties at
Buckner, Dr. Hall has also devoted himself to
serving his local community. He has served as
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a Board Member for numerous organizations,
including Children’s Medical Center, the Alli-
ance for Children and Families, and Baylor
Specialty Health Centers. Dr. Hall’s legacy re-
flects his selfless service, enduring faith, and
commitment to caring for those in need.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my esteemed colleagues
to join me in congratulating Dr. Hall on his re-
tirement and 19 years of service to Buckner
International. | wish him all the best in his fu-
ture endeavors.

———
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Jeffrey Pribble as the
2013 Escambia County, Florida Teacher of the
Year. Mediocre teachers tell, good teachers
explain, excellent teachers demonstrate, and
the best teachers inspire. As portrayed by to-
day’s award and his students’ achievements,
Mr. Pribble is someone who has been an in-
spiration to his students, driving them to real-
ize their potential and achieve excellence, and
| am proud to recognize the accomplishments
that place him among the best of Northwest
Florida.

Mr. Pribble has been an educator for 16
years and currently serves his students, par-
ents, and community as the AP English Lit-
erature and Composition, Dual Enroliment
English, and Multimedia Communications In-
structor at Escambia High School. During his
tenure at EHS, Mr. Pribble has excelled in
teaching students from diverse backgrounds,
while also helping to facilitate the publication
of the school’'s yearbook and newspaper. As
someone who has the uncanny ability to com-
bine a force of intellect with superb inter-
personal, problem solving, and leadership
skills, he has exceeded expectations.

With a vast list of accomplishments, it is
hard to highlight them all. In the classroom, he
increased 2011 Florida Comprehensive As-
sessment Test (FCAT) scores by 79 percent
with his standardized classes and 67 percent
with his advanced classes. Outside of the
classroom, his yearbook and newspaper staff
has received numerous accolades. The Na-
tional Journalism Education Association
awarded Mr. Pribble and his multimedia stu-
dents 18 National Edition and Featured Video
Awards for their work. Mr. Pribble and his stu-
dents have also produced and screened films.
Last May, he organized a formal screening of
one of his class’s student films, Never Miss a
Beat, where over 300 students, parents,
teachers, and community members attended.

On a personal level, Mr. Pribble does not
believe in settling, and he strives to constantly
evolve as a teacher, mentor, and motivator.
While some are defensive to constructive criti-
cism, Mr. Pribble welcomes it as a way to im-
prove his efficacy. Likewise, while some
teachers are unwilling to take academic risks,
Mr. Pribble attributes some of his greatest
successes to the use of a novel approach. He
incorporates innovative teaching practices
such as the use of technology and multimedia
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