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These policies help businesses retain key tal-
ent, reduce absenteeism, and enhance em-
ployee productivity. President Obama’s Coun-
cil on Economic Advisors found that as more
firms adopt flexibility practices the benefits to
society, in the form of reduced traffic, im-
proved employment outcomes, and more effi-
cient allocation of workers to employers, may
be greater than the gains to individual firms
and workers. In addition, a 2011 U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Office report found that a
flexible work environment can increase and
enhance employment opportunities for people
with disabilities.

Flexibility is clearly a win-win for employees
and employers. | offer special thanks to Sen-
ator BoB CASEY for introducing Senate com-
panion legislation, and to my colleagues Rep-
resentatives JOHN LEWIS, GEORGE MILLER, and
JOSE SERRANO for their cosponsorship.
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Mr. Roelof van Ark, who will soon end his
term as the chief executive of the California
High-Speed Rail Authority (CAHSRA). There
is no textbook on how to build high-speed rail
in America; it has never been done before.
For the past two years Mr. van Ark has written
the first chapters of that book by dedicating
himself wholly to building the nation’s first true
high-speed rail system in California. He de-
serves our recognition and true appreciation
for all the work he has done for California and
our nation.

For three decades, Mr. van Ark has worked
on high-speed rail and other transportation
systems throughout the world. Before becom-
ing only the second chief executive since the
Authority was formed in 1996, he led ALSTOM
Transportation, Inc., for five years. Mr. van Ark
previously worked in Germany and South Afri-
ca for Siemens Transportation Systems, a
global leader in high-speed rail systems. Dur-
ing his more than 20 year tenure with Sie-
mens, he successfully constructed complex in-
frastructure projects such as the “Skytrain” in
Bangkok, several subways throughout China,
and high-speed rail lines in Germany. He
ended his time with Siemens while working in
Sacramento as President and Chief Executive
Officer of the company.

His lifetime of experience enabled him to
bring such tremendous expertise and leader-
ship to the implementation of California’s high-
speed rail project.

| applaud Roelof van Ark for his years of
tireless work on behalf of the California High-
Speed Rail Authority and the state of Cali-
fornia. Mr. van Ark has truly laid the ground-
work for the nation’s first high-speed rail sys-
tem, and | hope he will join me in riding the
first train that departs from San Francisco en
route to Los Angeles via the San Joaquin Val-
ley. All Californians will be better off due to the
service and sacrifice of this great leader.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great appreciation
that | ask my colleagues to stand with me in
thanking Roelof for his work in advancing
modern modes of transportation within the
United States and around the world. Please
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join me today in recognizing the commitment,
dedication and success of Mr. Roelof van Ark
and wish him well as he embarks on new en-
deavors.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Janice G. Murphy and to ac-
knowledge her receipt of the Walks of Life
Award from the Irish American Archive Soci-
ety. A Cleveland native, Mrs. Murphy has
dedicated her life to improving the health of
others.

Mrs. Murphy began her career in the health
care industry while serving as a nun with the
Sisters of Notre Dame. She left the convent
upon discovery of her true calling in life and
began classes at Fairview Hospital’'s School of
Nursing. She later earned a bachelor's degree
in nursing from Bowling Green State Univer-
sity and a master’s degree from the University
of Akron.

Mrs. Murphy worked as a nurse at Fairview
Hospital in oncology and later coronary care.
She was named chief nursing officer and in
2007, became the hospital's chief operating
officer. While leading Fairview Hospital, Mrs.
Murphy was also the president of Lakewood
Hospital, a role in which she served for nearly
three years. Today she remains the president
of Fairview Hospital.

In addition to running two of Cleveland’s
premier hospitals, Mrs. Murphy serves on the
boards of the Ursuline Community Advisory
Board, North Coast Health Ministry, St. Jo-
seph Academy and Hospice of Western Re-
serve. She has also been awarded the Cleve-
land Clinic Western Region Leadership Award
and Baldwin Wallace Healthcare Award.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in congratulating Janice G. Murphy as she is
honored by the Irish American Archive Soci-
ety.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF U.S.-AZERBAIJAN
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
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Wednesday, February 29, 2012

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to ask my Colleagues to join me
in recognizing the 20th year of diplomatic rela-
tions with our friend and key ally, Azerbaijan.

On February 19, 1992, the United States
and Azerbaijan initiated formal diplomatic rela-
tions and on March 6 of that year Azerbaijan
opened their embassy in the United States.
The United States opened our embassy in
Baku, Azerbaijan on March 16.

After the fall of the former Soviet Union and
the independence of the Republic of Azer-
baijan, we have seen a growing need for
strong allies in the region. Azerbaijan, a pre-
dominantly secular Muslim country bordered
by Russia to the north and Iran to the south,
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is a natural partner to promote peace, stability,
and economic prosperity in this important part
of the world.

Azerbaijan was among the first to join us in
the War Against Terror, sending troops to Af-
ghanistan that served alongside our service-
men and women, and later in Iraq. Today,
Azerbaijan offers a crucial route to transport
supplies to our troops in Afghanistan.

Azerbaijan is also a key contributor in pro-
moting energy security internationally. The
opening of the BTC pipeline in 2005 allowed
Caspian oil to reach the world market via
Georgia and Turkey, bypassing Russia.

With the recent arrival of Ambassador Elin
Suleymanov to Washington, DC, | look for-
ward to working with the Embassy to further
strengthen this important relationship.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 29, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
on January 20, 2009, the day President
Obama took office, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $15,442,120,983,663.88. We've
added $4,815,243,934,720.08 to our debt in 3
years. This is debt our nation, our economy,
and our children could have avoided with a
balanced budget amendment.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. MIKE
CLEARY
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Mr. Mike Cleary and to acknowl-
edge his receipt of the Walks of Life Award
from the Irish American Archive Society.

Mr. Cleary was raised in East Cleveland by
his parents, both of whom were immigrants
from Ireland. He graduated from St. Ignatius
High School before attending John Carroll Uni-
versity. Mike also served for the U.S. Navy for
two years aboard the USS Lake Champlain,
an aircraft carrier.

Prior to his retirement in 2011, Mr. Cleary
worked in the collegiate and professional
sports arena for 46 years. Early on in his ca-
reer, he worked as a general manager for the
Cleveland Pipers and Kansas City Steers. He
later entered intercollegiate athletics and
worked as the director of championship events
for the National Collegiate Athletic Association.
In 1965, he was hired as the executive direc-
tor for the National Association of Collegiate
Directors of Athletics.

Mr. Cleary was also the fund administrator
for the John McLendon Minority Scholarship
Foundation and served on the New Jersey
Sports and Exposition Authority and U.S.
Olympic Committee. He is highly regarded in
the athletic world and has been recognized by
the National Football Federation, College Hall
of Fame, and in 2009, he was inducted into
the National Association of Intercollegiate Ath-
letics.
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