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grow, gas prices come down—collec-
tively, these regulations will put more
U.S. refineries out of business and will
lead to ever higher gasoline prices at
the pump. Conversely, if we were to
have a temporary moratorium, it
would provide much needed relief to
hard-working American families.

If that weren’t enough, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service has been very ac-
tive as well. I mentioned Midland, TX,
which is part of the historic Permian
Basin, which is a huge source of oil and
gas production. Thanks to new tech-
nology and innovation, it is experi-
encing a second boom and creating lots
of jobs and a lot of American energy.
What a surprise it was when the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service announced
its intention to list the sand dune liz-
ard—a b-inch lizard in the Permian
Basin—as an endangered species with-
out adequate investigation of the
science. It threatened the jobs of near-
ly 27,000 Texans in the Permian Basin,
which is home to more than one-fifth
of the top 100 oilfields in America.

Looking at all of the evidence on en-
ergy prices, it is hard to come to any
conclusion other than that higher en-
ergy prices are part of President
Obama’s plan. He talks about green en-
ergy and green jobs. Those are great,
but they only supply a low single-digit
percentage of our energy needs. We
have to produce American energy, our
oil and gas reserves.

President Obama’s policies have in-
tentionally elevated the price of gaso-
line to the detriment of the American
consumer. One of the things we can do
is pass this Keystone XL Pipeline
amendment. It will eventually provide
700,000 barrels a day of oil from Canada
to be refined in America, creating jobs
and creating more supply, which will
have a beneficial impact on gasoline
prices, notwithstanding the other poli-
cies I have mentioned this morning.

I hope my colleagues will support
Senator HOEVEN’s amendment. I cer-
tainly will. I would love to hear the
contrary argument. Unfortunately, we
hear nothing but crickets when we
start talking about all of the beneficial
effects of this policy.

I invite my colleagues who might not
come from an energy-producing State
to go on the Internet and Google or use
Bing or whatever search engine they
use and type in ““U.S. oil and gas pipe-
lines”” and look at the picture that
comes up. They will be astonished, per-
haps, to see all of the pipelines that are
operating safely, without the public
knowing about it, providing the oil and
gas and other refined products we need
in order to keep our economy growing.
This pipeline is not a threat to the en-
vironment because we have adequate
safeguards in place, and have for a long
time.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.
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MOVING AHEAD FOR PROGRESS IN
THE 21ST CENTURY ACT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
1813, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1813) to reauthorize Federal-aid
highway and highway safety construction
programs, and for other purposes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Virginia is rec-
ognized.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I will
follow up on the comments of the Sen-
ator from Texas on an issue that we
will be voting on this afternoon, I un-
derstand, regarding the construction of
the so-called Keystone Pipeline.

I have been somewhat frustrated by
the debate around this issue. Unfortu-
nately, I think we are going to be con-
fronted again with kind of a bifurcated
choice that doesn’t get to the possi-
bility of us actually putting into place
a comprehensive energy policy that
will remove this Nation’s dependence
upon foreign oil and start to look at
the ability over the longer haul to
bring down the price at the pump and
make sure we are truly a participant in
the opportunities of a glowing, multi-
faceted energy policy going forward.

I support the construction of the
Keystone Pipeline. I believe we need to
have an energy policy that has an ‘‘all-
of-the-above’ approach. I do believe
there are appropriate regulatory re-
views that need to be made. I also,
frankly, think any construction of the
Keystone Pipeline should take into
consideration the very serious environ-
mental considerations that particu-
larly affect the State of Nebraska, and
there will need to be a route for this
pipeline that would avoid that poten-
tial environmental damage.

However, because of the way this
process is being laid out, I will not be
voting for the Keystone amendment
today because by making this a
straight up-or-down issue, without tak-
ing advantage of the opportunity to
put together the beginnings of an en-
ergy package, we are missing a great
opportunity.

As I have mentioned, if we are truly
serious about energy security, and if
we are truly serious about reducing our
dependence upon foreign oil, I believe
we need an energy policy that has an
‘‘all-of-the-above’” approach. Yes, that
means more domestic oil and gas. But
it means when we have an opportunity
in an issue of controversy such as this
regarding Keystone, we could have
taken this opportunity to include a ra-
tional approach with appropriate envi-
ronmental reviews to get to, I believe,
a positive answer on Keystone but also
link that with other energy policies
that would make sense.

I know the Presiding Officer has in
his State a number of wind facilities
and solar facilities. Unfortunately,
those areas that need, as well, to be
part of our energy mix—the tax treat-
ment that allows those projects to
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move forward have been put in limbo
because of the failure of Congress to
extend the so-called tax provisions, or
tax extenders, on a going-forward
basis. Wind projects all across the
country—in fact, I was visiting with
some folks right before coming to the
floor, and they have a variety of wind
projects that are stopped dead in their
tracks because of the uncertainty re-
garding whether Congress will act.

The ability to get the Keystone Pipe-
line passed, in combination with pass-
ing, as well, the extension of these ap-
propriate renewable energy tax credits
could have built the kind of bipartisan
consensus around energy policy that
would be needed. I also believe the low-
est hanging fruit in terms of how we
save and can have a rational energy
policy in this country means a much
greater involvement with energy con-
servation. There is a very strong bipar-
tisan energy conservation bill, the Sha-
heen-Portman bill, that could have
been included in this package as well.

I think if we are going to get serious
about reducing our dependence upon
foreign oil, if we are going to make
sure we give the American taxpayers a
vision that in the future we are going
to see the ability to reduce our depend-
ence upon foreign oil that results in
higher gas prices, we actually could
have put together around this Key-
stone proposal a true compromise, a bi-
partisan consensus that would have in-
cluded construction of Keystone, with
the appropriate environmental reviews,
with making sure those key areas of
Nebraska are protected, with the inclu-
sion of the energy tax cuts and provi-
sions that we do on an annual basis,
and that we continue to allow wind,
solar, and other renewable energy pro-
duction to continue, and a meaningful
energy conservation bill—the Shaheen-
Portman bill.

I believe those three policies linked
together would have resulted in a vote
that would have been overwhelmingly
bipartisan and would have been a dem-
onstration to the American people that
we are going to get out of our respec-
tive fox holes and put the beginnings of
a truly comprehensive energy policy in
place.

Unfortunately, I don’t think we are
going to have that happen. We are
going to have a straight up-or-down
vote on Keystone that dismisses any of
the appropriate review processes and
doesn’t bring in the issues around the
so-called energy tax extenders or the
conservation Dbipartisan legislation
that was put together by Senator SHA-
HEEN and Senator PORTMAN. Instead of
getting a more comprehensive vote this
afternoon, which I believe would have
passed overwhelmingly, we are going to
end up with one more vote that will,
for the most part, break down on par-
tisan lines. I am disappointed in that.

I do believe we need construction of
the Keystone Pipeline. I believe we
need meaningful energy conservation
legislation and meaningful tax policy
that promotes renewable energy
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