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PRE ED, will provide needed relief for
early educators and encourage more to
work with kids through age five. Well-
trained educators providing quality
early education to our children makes
all the difference in a child’s success.

Third, we need to reward companies
offering onsite or near-site childcare
with a company cost-share. We know it
works for the company and for the em-
ployee—just look around our state.

In Alaska BP, Credit Union One and
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital are great
examples. They all offer quality onsite
centers. They know it makes more pro-
ductive employees.

The Child Care Public-Private Part-
nership Act will establish a program to
provide child care through partner-
ships. Through new grant incentives
for small and medium companies, we
can help more Alaska companies do the
same.

This package of bills, the KIDS Act,
is not a new idea, and I appreciate my
colleagues who have come before this
body with similar proposals. However,
this is the time to pass these bills—for
working families struggling to make
ends meet. Parents should have access
to affordable, high-quality early care
and learning services, early childhood
educators should have liveable wages
and benefits and business will be more
productive.

In closing, let me say I feel very priv-
ileged to be involved with policy dis-
cussions and the formation of bills
such as these. This is a bipartisan
issue. I strongly encourage my col-
leagues to join me in cosponsoring
these bills and I urge their quick ac-
tion and approval.

——

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  391—CON-
DEMNING VIOLENCE BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA

AGAINST JOURNALISTS, AND EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS IN SYRIA

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. LIEBER-
MAN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. BINGAMAN, and Mr. LAU-
TENBERG) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 391

Whereas United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1738 (2006) obliges states to ensure
the safety of journalists in war zones;

Whereas, since the uprisings in Syria
began in January 2011, the Government of
Syria has denied entry to foreign journalists
and arrested, abducted, beaten, tortured, and
killed journalists, photographers, and
bloggers to prevent the free flow of accurate
information to the outside world;

Whereas restrictions imposed by the Gov-
ernment of Syria on media have made it ex-
traordinarily difficult to verify death tolls
and the exact nature and course of events
within the country;

Whereas Syrian state media reports differ
significantly from the few independent re-
ports that make their way out of Syria;
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Whereas Reporters Without Borders, an
international nongovernmental organization
that advocates freedom of the press and free-
dom of information, has listed Bashar al-
Assad as a Predator of Freedom of the Press;

Whereas the League of Arab States called
for the media to be allowed into Syria during
its monitoring mission that was suspended
indefinitely on January 28, 2012, due to the
“‘critical deterioration of the situation” in
Syria;

Whereas freelance journalist Ferzat Jarban
was tortured and killed on November 19 or
20, 2011, after filming protests in Al-Qassir,
Syria;

Whereas videographer Basil al-Sayed died
on December 27, 2011, from a gunshot wound
he suffered 5 days earlier at a checkpoint in
the Baba Amr neighborhood in the city of
Homs, Syria;

Whereas Shukri Abu al-Burghul of the
state-owned daily Al Thawra and Radio Da-
mascus died on January 3, 2012, in Damascus,
Syria from a gunshot wound to the head he
suffered four days earlier;

Whereas Gilles Jacquier, a correspondent
with France 2 television, was killed in a gre-
nade explosion on January 11, 2012, while
covering demonstrations in the city of Homs;

Whereas freelance journalist Mazhar
Tayyara, a videographer and photojournalist
who contributed to Agence France-Presse
and other international outlets, was Kkilled
by government forces’ fire in the city of
Homs on February 4, 2012;

Whereas New York Times correspondent
Anthony Shadid died of an asthma attack on
February 16, 2012, while attempting to leave
Syria after reporting inside the country for a
week, gathering information on the Free
Syrian Army and other armed elements of
the resistance to the government of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad;

Whereas freelance journalist Rami al-
Sayed, who filmed videos of Syrian security
forces’ repressive acts, was Kkilled on Feb-
ruary 21, 2012, while covering the bombard-
ment of the city of Homs by Government of
Syria forces;

Whereas journalist Marie Colvin of the
Sunday Times, a United States citizen, and
freelance photojournalist Remi Ochlik were
killed on February 22, 2012, after their make-
shift press center in Homs was struck by
rockets fired by Government of Syria forces;

Whereas, on February 22, 2012, Department
of State Spokesman Mark Toner stated,
“[TJoday, we’re also clearly deeply troubled
and saddened by reports that American jour-
nalist Marie Colvin and French journalist
Remi Ochlik were killed today in Homs as a
result of the intense shelling, the ongoing in-
tense shelling by the Syrian regime. . . . We,
of course, extend our deepest condolences to
their families and loved ones and just note
that their sacrifice in chronicling the daily
suffering of the people of Homs stands as a
testament to journalism’s highest stand-
ards.”’;

Whereas 13 opposition activists in Syria
were Kkilled during a weeklong attempt to
rescue 4 foreign journalists, 2 of whom were
injured, who were trapped in Homs as a re-
sult of the bombardment by the Government
of Syria that killed Marie Colvin and Remi
Ochlik;

Whereas videographer Anas al-Tarsha, who
documented unrest in the besieged city of
Homs, was Kkilled by a mortar round while
filming the bombardment of the city’s
Qarabees district on February 24, 2012;

Whereas, from 1992 through 2010, zero jour-
nalists were killed in Syria according to the
Committee to Protect Journalists; and

Whereas the Government of Syria has con-
tinued to arbitrarily arrest and detain
prominent Syrian journalists and bloggers:
Now, therefore, be it

S1543

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on the Government of Syria to im-
mediately open the country up to inde-
pendent and foreign journalists and imme-
diately end its media blackout;

(2) condemns in the strongest possible
terms the Government of Syria’s abuse, in-
timidation, and violence towards journalists,
videographers, and bloggers;

(3) calls on the Government of Syria to im-
mediately release all journalists,
videographers, and bloggers who have been
detained, arrested, or imprisoned;

(4) pays tribute to the journalists who have
lost their lives while reporting on the con-
flict in Syria;

(6) commends the bravery and courage of
journalists who continue to operate in
harm’s way;

(6) supports the people of Syria seeking ac-
cess to a free flow of accurate news and other
forms of information;

(7) recognizes the critical role that tech-
nology plays in helping independent journal-
ists report the facts on the ground;

(8) condemns all acts of censorship and
other restrictions on freedom of the press,
freedom of speech, and freedom of expression
in Syria;

(9) strongly condemns all nations that as-
sist or enable the Government of Syria’s on-
going repression of the media; and

(10) reaffirms the centrality of press free-
dom to efforts by the United States Govern-
ment to support democracy and promote
good governance around the world.

SENATE RESOLUTION 392—URGING
THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY TO
SAFEGUARD ITS CHRISTIAN
HERITAGE AND TO RETURN CON-
FISCATED CHURCH PROPERTIES

Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts (for
himself, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. KIRK)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 392

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the Secretary of State, in all official
contacts with officials and representatives of
the Government of Turkey, should empha-
size that the Government of Turkey should—

(1) end all forms of religious discrimina-
tion;

(2) allow the rightful church and lay own-
ers of Christian church properties, without
hindrance or restriction, to organize and ad-
minister prayer services, religious edu-
cation, clerical training, appointments, and
succession, religious community gatherings,
social services, including ministry to the
needs of the poor and infirm, and other reli-
gious activities;

(3) return to their rightful owners all
Christian churches and other places of wor-
ship, monasteries, schools, hospitals, monu-
ments, relics, holy sites, and other religious
properties, including movable properties,
such as artwork, manuscripts, vestments,
vessels, and other artifacts; and

(4) allow the rightful Christian church and
lay owners of Christian church properties,
without hindrance or restriction, to pre-
serve, reconstruct, and repair, as they see
fit, all Christian churches and other places of
worship, monasteries, schools, hospitals,
monuments, relics, holy sites, and other reli-
gious properties within Turkey.
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