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be for a large retailer in the United 
States. It was over $1 billion a year. 

Does anybody believe for a moment 
that they are not going to do what is 
right by their shareholders and pay 
that penalty and save $1 billion a year 
by dropping health care coverage? Once 
that dam breaks, the dam breaks. 

Then do you remember that promise 
so often made—47 times? The President 
said, ‘‘If you like your plan, you are 
going to be able to keep it.’’ Well, peo-
ple are not going to be able to keep it. 
They will lose their plans. 

They certainly were not talking to 
Governors when they wrote this bill. 
Any Governor would tell us that Med-
icaid is a broken system. It is literally 
bankrupting State budgets under cur-
rent circumstances. Then when we add 
26 million more people to Medicaid, we 
begin to realize they are going to have 
a serious access problem. 

Forty percent of doctors do not take 
Medicaid patients. Where are they 
going to find their health care? As 
many of us pointed out, it is like say-
ing to someone: Here is your bus tick-
et, travel anywhere you want—oh, by 
the way, there are not enough buses to 
haul all the people we have given tick-
ets to. 

That is what we are going to be fac-
ing—a growing access problem. Then, 
with the cuts to Medicare, they sure 
could not have been talking to Medi-
care providers because when they start 
cutting reimbursement rates, which is 
exactly what they are doing with $1⁄2 
trillion cut out of Medicare, they are 
going to have access problems there 
too. 

All of a sudden senior citizens cannot 
find a doctor. Don’t believe my state-
ment on that. Read the reports from 
Richard Foster, the Chief Actuary at 
CMS, who studied this and said these 
are the consequences of this legisla-
tion. 

At the end of the day it is pretty 
clear to all of us that this is a failed 
policy that was quickly put together, 
rammed through to roll over the mi-
nority and get this done. We ended up 
with a very failed piece of legislation. 

The American people do not like this 
legislation any better than the day it 
was passed. In fact, they like it less. 
The more they learn about this legisla-
tion, the less they like it. 

I will wrap up with one thought. We 
all know the Supreme Court is hearing 
arguments on this case these days. It is 
my hope the Supreme Court will inter-
vene and decide that this law is in fact 
unconstitutional, and then we can 
build a health care law the way it 
should be done—a step at a time, con-
sulting with medical providers and 
Governors all across this country to 
build a policy that makes sense for the 
health care system and our citizens. 
That is what should have been done in 
the first place. That is what we need to 
do. 

With that, I yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

STAFF SERGEANT JERRY REED II 
Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, we are 

reading in the news about the violence 
in countries all around the world and 
are reminded about the tremendous 
sacrifice of American troops as they 
protect and preserve the interests of 
our Nation. These men and women 
serve with courage and honor and it is 
our duty to honor and stand for those 
who have stood for us. 

Today, I am here to pay my respects 
to SSG Jerry Reed II, an Arkansas sol-
dier who sacrificed his life for the love 
of his country while in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. 

Staff Sergeant Reed graduated from 
Russellville High School in 2000 and en-
listed in the Army. He served 4 years 
and then reenlisted in 2008 and served 
in Iraq, Germany, Korea, and Afghani-
stan. Staff Sergeant Reed served as a 
tank driver and gunner with the 
Army’s 28th Infantry Brigade, 2nd Bat-
talion, A Company at Grafenwoehr, 
Germany. 

His sister Katherine, in an interview 
with the Russellville Courier, spoke of 
how he loved the military and planned 
to make it a career. Staff Sergeant 
Reed’s family and friends describe him 
as a man who would have had no trou-
ble fitting into the military, for he was 
one who faced danger head on. He was 
a protector and looked out for his 
friends. He loved being outdoors and 
fishing and spending time with his fam-
ily. 

On February 16, 2012, Staff Sergeant 
Reed passed away while serving in Af-
ghanistan. Staff Sergeant Reed made 
the ultimate sacrifice for his country. 
He is a true American hero. 

I ask my colleagues to keep his fam-
ily and his friends in their thoughts 
and prayers during this very difficult 
time, and I humbly offer thanks to 
SSG Jerry Reed for his selfless service 
to the security and well-being of all 
Americans. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, the 
British statesman Edmund Burke said: 

All government—indeed every human ben-
efit and enjoyment, every virtue, and every 
prudent act—is founded on compromise and 
barter. 

Compromise and barter. That means 
give-and-take in order to work things 
out. 

I want to apply Burke’s famous apho-
rism to the two leaders of the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee, 
the chairman, Senator BARBARA BOXER 
of California, and the ranking member, 
Senator JIM INHOFE of Oklahoma—one 
of the Senate’s leading liberals and one 
of the Senate’s most dyed-in-the-wool 
conservatives. 

While Senators BOXER and INHOFE 
openly acknowledge there is much they 
do not agree on, they both agree trans-
portation infrastructure is a smart in-
vestment in America’s road safety and 
jobs. So they worked hard to craft a 
consensus highway bill that three- 
quarters of the Senate could agree to 
support. I have always believed this 
kind of cooperation is the key to suc-
cess. We can do great things for this 
country when we work together. 

When I had the honor of leading the 
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee, I also had the truly distinct 
pleasure of working with Senators 
from both parties who understood 
Burke’s principle of barter and com-
promise, such as John Warner of Vir-
ginia and John Chafee of Rhode Island. 
So it is very gratifying to know that 
tradition on the Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee continues to be 
strongly upheld by the chairman and 
the ranking member today. 

In working to craft the highway bill, 
both of these leaders faced pressures 
not to compromise. Each had ample op-
portunity to give into those pressures 
and give up on the bill. But instead of 
drawing lines in the sand and pointing 
fingers, they chose to reach out their 
hands and meet in the middle. They 
talked to each other and, more impor-
tantly, they listened. They opted for 
pragmatism over ideology. They dis-
agreed without being disagreeable. 
They worked closely with Senator VIT-
TER and myself to incorporate the best 
ideas from all sides. Ultimately, those 
good-faith efforts prevailed when the 
committee reported our highway bill 
title with unanimous support. 

We continued working together to 
meld that product with contributions 
from the Banking Committee and the 
Commerce Committee, along with a 
fiscally responsible plan to pay for this 
investment from the Finance Com-
mittee. 

Earlier this month, 75 percent of the 
Senate came together to pass a high-
way bill that will create or sustain ap-
proximately 1.8 million American jobs 
each year. That is according to the De-
partment of Transportation. What a 
tremendous achievement reached by 
working together—creating or sus-
taining 1.8 million jobs a year. For my 
State of Montana, this bill will create 
or sustain 14,000 jobs each year, and it 
cuts through redtape to put people to 
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