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when called upon, respond to the call of 
their Nation and their fellow citizens, 
serve us so courageously. 

So, again, I’m honored to be a spon-
sor of this resolution, and I commend 
the gentleman for introducing it. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote in support of its 
passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PLATTS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1339, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 28, 2012. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a subpoena for documents 
issued by the Superior Court for the State of 
California, North Valley District in connec-
tion with a civil case currently pending be-
fore that court. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that because 
the subpoena is not ‘‘material and relevant,’’ 
compliance with the subpoena is incon-
sistent with the privileges and precedents of 
the House. 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS, 

Clerk of the House. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H. CON. RES. 112, CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION ON THE 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 597 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 597 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 112) establishing the budget for 
the United States Government for fiscal year 
2013 and setting forth appropriate budgetary 
levels for fiscal years 2014 through 2022. The 

first reading of the concurrent resolution 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the concurrent reso-
lution are waived. General debate shall not 
exceed four hours, with three hours of gen-
eral debate confined to the congressional 
budget equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on the Budget and one hour of 
general debate on the subject of economic 
goals and policies equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Brady of Texas and 
Representative Hinchey of New York or their 
respective designees. After general debate 
the concurrent resolution shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. 
The concurrent resolution shall be consid-
ered as read. No amendment shall be in order 
except those printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each amendment may be offered 
only in the order printed in the report, may 
be offered only by a Member designated in 
the report, shall be considered as read, and 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent. All points of 
order against such amendments are waived 
except that the adoption of an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute shall constitute 
the conclusion of consideration of the con-
current resolution for amendment. After the 
conclusion of consideration of the concur-
rent resolution for amendment and a final 
period of general debate, which shall not ex-
ceed 20 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on the Budget, the 
Committee shall rise and report the concur-
rent resolution to the House with such 
amendment as may have been adopted. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution and 
amendments thereto to adoption without in-
tervening motion except amendments offered 
by the chair of the Committee on the Budget 
pursuant to section 305(a)(5) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 to achieve mathe-
matical consistency. The concurrent resolu-
tion shall not be subject to a demand for di-
vision of the question of its adoption. 

SEC. 2. It shall be in order at any time on 
the legislative day of March 29, 2012, for the 
Speaker to entertain motions that the House 
suspend the rules, as though under clause 1 
of rule XV, relating to a measure extending 
expiring surface transportation authority. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1 
hour. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, for the 

purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my colleague 
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s budget day. It’s 
budget day, and we get to begin that in 
the Rules Committee. 

Now, I have the great pleasure in this 
body, as a freshman, of serving on both 
the Rules Committee and the Budget 
Committee, so you can imagine the 

sincerity with which I bring my enthu-
siasm to the floor today. 

Coming here as a freshman who be-
lieves in an open process, who believes 
that we ought to have the opportunity 
to bring all ideas before the American 
people and let the 435 Members of the 
people’s House express their opinion, 
I’m proud to tell you that the rule that 
is before us today allows for not one 
budget to be debated, not two budgets 
to be debated, not three, not four, not 
five, and not six, Mr. Speaker; but the 
rule that we bring today allows for 
seven different visions of the United 
States budget to be brought before this 
institution and debated. That is every 
single budget that was introduced, of-
fered yesterday, Mr. Speaker, in front 
of the Rules Committee. 

Candidly, had more Members sub-
mitted budgets, had we had 11, had we 
had 12, we would have made those in 
order, too, because this debate that we 
will have over these next 2 days, Mr. 
Speaker, is a debate about the vision 
that we have in this body for this coun-
try. I am so proud of the vision that 
was voted, reported out of the Budget 
Committee, and that will be made in 
order by this rule. 

The options we’ll have before us, Mr. 
Speaker, as made in order by this rule, 
include the President’s budget. You 
may remember last year, Mr. Speaker, 
the President submitted his budget to 
Congress and not a single Member of 
the House offered that budget on the 
floor. It was offered in the Senate. It 
didn’t get any votes. It was defeated 
97–0, but it was offered there. This 
year, we’re going to be able to look at 
the President’s budget and debate that 
here on the floor of the House for the 
first time in my term. 

We’re going to have a budget offered 
by the Congressional Black Caucus 
today that lays out a vision for Amer-
ica, that talks about taxation, that 
talks about revenues and spending and 
where we should prioritize. We have a 
bipartisan budget that’s been intro-
duced, Mr. Speaker, that will come be-
fore the floor of this House, again, to 
be debated in its entirety. We have the 
Progressive Caucus budget that’s com-
ing. We have the Republican Study 
Committee budget that is coming. And, 
Mr. Speaker, we have the Democratic 
Caucus substitute that is coming, all 
to compete with, in this grand arena of 
ideas, the budget that we reported out 
of the Budget Committee. 

I see my colleague from Wisconsin, 
with whom I have the great pleasure of 
serving on the Budget Committee. We 
went through amendment after amend-
ment after amendment—some 30 
amendments offered and considered, 
debated, some with bipartisan support, 
some with bipartisan opposition—to 
create this one budget that will be the 
foundation for the budget debate, Mr. 
Speaker, if this rule is enacted. 

I don’t know how we could have done 
it any better in the Rules Committee. 
I hope that’s what we’ll hear from my 
friend from New York. 
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