March 28, 2012

ON THE RETIREMENT OF HOUSE
PARLIAMENTARIAN JOHN V.
SULLIVAN

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. It’s my privilege
today to pay tribute to John Sullivan,
who will retire this week after 8 years
of service as our Parliamentarian and
25 years of service to this House.

John leaves his post with much to be
proud of, starting with a first-rate
team of parliamentarians who will do a
fine job carrying on his legacy.

The parls are the people who are here
first every morning, and they’re also
the last ones to leave at night. They
review every piece of legislation. They
keep us tethered to the rules and tradi-
tions that are the House’s foundation.
In this way, the parliamentarians are
really the glue that holds this House
together.

The leader of that team is John Sul-
livan, whose devotion to the House is
as total as his commitment to Indiana
basketball. Now, Coach Bobby Knight
once defined ‘‘discipline” as ‘‘doing
what you have to do, doing it as well as
you possibly can, and doing it that way
all the time.” By this definition, John
truly is one of the most disciplined
people to have ever served in this
House.

He consistently has shown grace
under pressure in what well may be one
of the biggest pressure cookers on
Earth. He has strengthened and mod-
ernized the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian to meet the needs of a more
open and transparent Congress.

John, who was here on 9/11, deter-
mined how the House should go for-
ward, and has spent every day pre-
paring for the unexpected. In a body
where anything can happen, he’s al-
ways thinking two steps ahead, like
any good coach.

So, of course, John’s a modest man.
He would just say it was just him doing
his job. Like I said, discipline. But
make no mistake: for the House and
the people that we serve, he’s gone
above and beyond the call of duty.

John, we’re sorry to see you go, but
we want to wish you and your family
the best. On behalf of the whole House,
we want to thank you for your service.
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Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to yield to
the Democratic leader, Ms. PELOSI.

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the Speaker for
yielding. I am proud to join him to
honor the long and distinguished serv-
ice of the House Parliamentarian, John
Sullivan.

For 25 years, as has been said, he has
served the House with distinction and
dignity, integrity and intellect. He has
used his keen mind, excellent legal
training, and a commitment to public
service to make nonpartisan, objective
decisions. Always first in his mind was
the Constitution and, therefore, his un-
dying respect for the institution of
Congress. Indeed, through his service
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and his example, John Sullivan has be-
come an institution himself, a source
of wise counsel and parliamentary
leadership, and though his name rarely
makes headlines and though his hard
work is seldom noticed in the public
eye, the American people have bene-
fited greatly from his extraordinary ca-
reer.

A proud son of northwest Indiana,
John Sullivan was a lawyer by train-
ing, a graduate of the Air Force Acad-
emy, and served our Nation in the
Judge Advocate General’s Office of the
Air Force. He went on to advise the
House Armed Services Committee be-
fore joining the Parliamentarian’s of-
fice. He would ultimately hold the title
of Parliamentarian of the House of
Representatives, a post occupied by
only three others in the past 75 years.
He has been a fair and independent
voice, a professional of the highest cal-
iber, a careful steward of the rules of
the House, a true public servant.

Mr. Speaker, as a point of personal
pride, on June 2, 1987, I was sworn in as
a result of a special election, and I was
the first Member of Congress to take
the oath of office during John’s tenure.
For many reasons, he will hold a long
place of honor in the history of the
House, and in my personal history as
well.

In a recent story on his career, John
Sullivan summed up the key character-
istics of his success. In his own words,
he said, ‘““You have to be very attentive
to every syllable being uttered and able
to think on your feet,” as the Speaker
said.

Attention to detail, quick thinking,
staying attuned to the letter of the
law, these were the hallmarks of John
Sullivan’s service. He has left a lasting
legacy, and I am confident that his
deputy and replacement, Tom
Wickham, will continue in the same
fine tradition.

We owe a debt of gratitude to all of
our Parliamentarians. We owe a special
debt of gratitude and our heartfelt
thanks on this day to our Parliamen-
tarian, John Sullivan. He has earned
the respect and the admiration of
Members of Congress, and he will be
missed. We wish him and his wife,
Nancy, and his children our best wishes
for their future endeavors.

Congratulations and thank you, John
Sullivan.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. CON. RES. 112, CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION ON THE
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLINE). Without objection, 5-minute
voting will continue.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

The
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 241, nays
184, not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 140]

This

YEAS—241
Adams Gingrey (GA) Nugent
Aderholt Gohmert Nunes
Akin Goodlatte Nunnelee
Alexander Gosar Olson
Amash Gowdy Palazzo
Amodei Granger Paulsen
Austria Graves (GA) Pearce
Bachmann Graves (MO) Pence
Bachus Griffin (AR) Petri
Barletta Griffith (VA) Pitts
Bartlett Grimm Platts
Barton (TX) Guinta Poe (TX)
Benishek Guthrie Pompeo
Berg Hall Posey
Biggert Hanna Price (GA)
Bilbray Harper Quayle
Bilirakis Harris Reed
Bishop (UT) Hartzler Rehberg
Black Hastings (WA) Reichert
Blackburn Hayworth Renacci
Bonner Heck Ribble
Bono Mack Hensarling Rigell
Boustany Herger Rivera
Brady (TX) Herrera Beutler Roby
Brooks Huelskamp Roe (TN)
Broun (GA) Huizenga (MI) Rogers (AL)
Buchanan Hultgren Rogers (KY)
Bucshon Hunter Rogers (MI)
Buerkle Hurt Rohrabacher
Burgess Issa Rokita
Burton (IN) Jenkins Rooney
Calvert Johnson (IL) Ros-Lehtinen
Camp Johnson (OH) Roskam
Campbell Johnson, Sam Ross (FL)
Canseco Jones Royce
Cantor Jordan Runyan
Capito Kelly Ryan (WI)
Carter King (IA) Scalise
Cassidy King (NY) Schilling
Chabot Kingston Schmidt
Chaffetz Kinzinger (IL) Schock
Chandler Kissell Schweikert
Coble Kline Scott (SC)
Coffman (CO) Labrador Scott, Austin
Cole Lamborn Sensenbrenner
Conaway Lance Sessions
Cooper Landry Shimkus
Cravaack Lankford Shuler
Crawford Latham Shuster
Crenshaw Latta Smith (NE)
Culberson Lewis (CA) Smith (NJ)
Davis (KY) LoBiondo Smith (TX)
Denham Long Southerland
Dent Lucas Stearns
DesJarlais Luetkemeyer Stivers
Diaz-Balart Lummis Stutzman
Dold Lungren, Daniel  Sullivan
Dreier E. Terry
Duffy Manzullo Thompson (PA)
Duncan (SC) Marchant Thornberry
Duncan (TN) Marino Tiberi
Ellmers Matheson Tipton
Emerson McCarthy (CA) Turner (NY)
Farenthold McCaul Turner (OH)
Fincher McClintock Upton
Fitzpatrick McCotter Walberg
Flake McHenry Walden
Fleischmann McKeon Walsh (IL)
Fleming McKinley Webster
Flores McMorris West
Forbes Rodgers Westmoreland
Fortenberry Meehan Whitfield
Foxx Mica Wilson (SC)
Franks (AZ) Miller (FL) Wittman
Frelinghuysen Miller (MI) Wolf
Gallegly Miller, Gary Womack
Gardner Mulvaney Woodall
Garrett Murphy (PA) Yoder
Gerlach Myrick Young (AK)
Gibbs Neugebauer Young (FL)
Gibson Noem Young (IN)

NAYS—184
Ackerman Baca Bass (CA)
Altmire Baldwin Bass (NH)
Andrews Barrow Becerra
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