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Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Chairman, let
me thank Mr. HONDA for his yeoman
work on the budget.

The Republican majority is asking
the American people to, once more, ac-
cept the premise that a trickle-down
theory of economics is the path to sol-
vency, balanced budget, and fiscal re-
sponsibility. Well, this trickle-down
theory, as promoted, all it has done is
create a dry opportunity for the middle
class in this country.

Unemployment is up, and it has in-
creased the number of poor and unem-
ployed in this country, and this kind of
insecurity has led us to the situation
that we’re in.

Our budget, the Progressive budget,
Budget for All, reintroduces something
fundamental to the American people,
its values and its moral imperatives
that have made us a great Nation.

Our budget is about fairness in bur-
den and fairness in all. There should be
no privileged group that receives that
40 to 50 of the benefit from the tax
cuts. That money is needed in this so-
ciety, and our budget asks for shared
burden and shared responsibility.

We create jobs. We front-load jobs in
this. We are about fiscal responsibility,
reducing the deficit and balancing the
budget; and we, more importantly than
anything else, invest in the American
people. We invest in our people, our
greatest resource.

We save and promote Social Secu-
rity, Medicare and Medicaid from the
destructive plan that’s being promoted
by the Republican majority. This
Budget for All by the Progressive Cau-
cus, we are providing the American
people and this Congress with a choice
and a contrast. Do we repeat the mis-
takes of the past and pass a budget
that’s being recommended by the Re-
publicans that takes us down the same
destructive economic path that we’ve
been on?

Or do we go in a direction that pro-
motes equity, fairness, fiscal responsi-
bility, and, more importantly, puts the
American people back to work and of-
fers their families the opportunities
that we all have been able to benefit?

The Progressive Caucus budget is a
budget of choice, a budget of fairness
and, above all, returns us to our values
as America.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I
think the reason these times are so im-
passioned is because we’ve arrived at a
moment when two very different vi-
sions of society are competing for our
Nation’s future, and they’re very much
reflected in the budgets put forward by
the two parties in this House.

America’s prosperity and greatness
spring from uniquely American prin-
ciples of individual freedom, personal
responsibility, and constitutionally
limited government. America’s Found-
ers created a voluntary society where
people are free to make their own
choices, enjoy the fruits of their own
labors, take responsibility for their
own decisions, and lead their own lives
with a minimum of government inter-
ference and intrusion.
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When someone needs help, we freely
give that help, but we ask in return
that they make the effort to support
themselves to the extent that they can.
Our government views no one person or
group as more or less worthy than any
other.

We are Americans. We’ll be judged on
our own merits, and we’ll make on own
choices, including what kind of car
we’ll drive, what kind of toilets we’ll
have in our homes, how we’ll raise our
children, what kind of light bulbs we
prefer, what we’ll have for dinner to-
night.

Today, a very different vision com-
petes for our future, that of a compul-
sory society, where our individual
rights are subordinated to the man-
dates of government bureaucrats,
where innocent taxpayers are forced to
bail out the bad decisions of others,
and where consumers are compelled to
purchase the products or underwrite
the losses of politically favored compa-
nies.

Under this vision, the purpose of gov-
ernment is not to protect individual
freedom, but to improve society, how-
ever those in power decide it should be
improved, to take from those it de-
clares are undeserving to give to those
it declares are deserving or, to put it
more succinctly, to take from each ac-
cording to his abilities and to give to
each according to his needs. That’s
what this is all about.

Not more than 100 steps from where
we debate right now, Thomas Jefferson
reviewed the bountiful resources of the
Nation and asked:

With all these blessings, what more is nec-
essary to make us a happy and a prosperous
people? Still one thing more, fellow-citizens,
a wise and frugal government, which shall
restrain men from injuring one another,
shall leave them otherwise free to regulate
their own pursuits of industry and improve-
ment, and shall not take from the mouth of
labor the bread it has earned. This is the sum
of good government.

This is the Path to Prosperity put
forth by the House Budget Committee.
And let us be clear: the various Demo-
cratic plans, including the one before
us now, fundamentally reject these
principles and replace them with val-
ues alien and antithetical to those that
built our Nation.

That is the question that our genera-
tion must decide in all of its forms, in-
cluding the question put to us today by
this substitute amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. All time for de-
bate has expired.

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HONDA).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HONDA. I demand a recorded
vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from California will be
postponed.
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Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) having assumed the
chair, Mr. YODER, Acting Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 112) establishing the budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2013 and setting forth appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2014 through 2022, had come to no reso-
lution thereon.

———————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
on Tuesday, March 27, 2012 to an en-
rolled bill of the Senate of the fol-
lowing title:

S. 2038—An Act to prohibit Members of
Congress and employees of Congress from
using nonpublic information derived from
their official positions for personal benefit,
and for other purposes.

————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on March 27, 2012, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 3606. To increase American job cre-
ation and economic growth by improving ac-
cess to the public capital markets for emerg-
ing growth companies.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 29 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned wuntil tomorrow,
Thursday, March 29, 2012, at 9 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5457. A letter from the President and
Chairman, Export-Import Bank, transmit-
ting a letter of notification to authorize a
90% guarantee on a supply chain finance fa-
cility for The Bank of Nova Scotia; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

5458. A letter from the President and
Chairman, Export-Import Bank, transmit-
ting a letter of notification to authorize a
90% guarantee on a supply chain finance fa-
cility for Royal Bank of Scotland; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

5459. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting Transmittal No. 12-14, pursuant to
the reporting requirements of Section
36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, as
amended; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

5460. A letter from the Secretary of the
Army, Department of Defense, transmitting
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