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these 77 leases that were on public
land; but the private sector that was
there ready to invest saw the hand-
writing on the wall, and they pulled
out of that particular area. They were
not ready to go through the kind of
harassment as well as the regulation
that they could see taking place. And
the unemployment skyrocketed; the
investment in that area went. Only
now is it starting gradually and gradu-
ally to come back in.

Here is the problem that we have
with this administration’s policies: Not
only do they inhibit energy production
and jobs that can be generated on pub-
lic lands; their efforts of increased reg-
ulation and efforts to inhibit that kind
of development take away jobs on pri-
vate property where they see that
there is not a future there and they
don’t want to go through the regu-
latory hassle. So what could have been
developed in my State basically went
to North Dakota on private lands, and
there they found their ability to make
lots of money and to increase the en-
ergy production here because they sim-
ply did not have to deal with this ad-
ministration.

Unfortunately, it’s not just about en-
ergy jobs. This administration on pub-
lic lands is doing the same thing for
recreation jobs. With the number of
roads that have been closed on the for-
est and BLM lands, stopping the ability
of people to hunt and fish and do other
forms of regulation, even the kinds of
regulation on outfitters that tells them
what kind of coffee they have to serve
when they’re on Park Service property,
that is an impediment to the develop-
ment of our recreation community and
recreation jobs at the same time.

One of the things we have to realize
is that this administration’s effort to
try and control everything is producing
nothing that is helping us create jobs
for our kids to keep them at home. I
appreciate Mr. PEARCE for actually
starting this process and talking about
this issue because it needs desperately
to be addressed.

Mr. PEARCE. I thank the gentleman.

Senator HATCH is going to introduce
this week the West Act, which is a
combined 10 bills that we have pre-
viously sent from the House of Rep-
resentatives that are sitting dormant
drawing dust in the Senate, and so he
is going to lump them together and
push them out. Those are a part of our
“Jobs Frontier Report.” And those acts
do things like H.R. 1229, Putting the
Gulf Back to Work Act, that’s by Rep-
resentative HASTINGS; H.R. 1230, Re-
starting American Offshore Leasing
Now Act by, again, Mr. HASTINGS; H.R.
1231, Reversing President Obama’s Off-
shore Moratorium Act; H.R. 2021, the
Jobs and Energy Permitting Act, and
that’s by Mr. GARDNER from Colorado;
H.R. 1837, the San Joaquin Valley
Water Reliability Act by Mr. NUNES of
California; H.R. 872, Reducing Regu-
latory Burdens Act by Mr. GIBBS; H.R.
1633, the Farm Dust Prevention Act by
Ms. NOEM; and, finally, H.R. 910, the
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Energy Tax Prevention Act by Mr.
UPTON.

Now, just talking among friends, I
would feel that the Secretary of the In-
terior exposes a little bit of thin skin.
These are credible debates that we’re
having in America right now, whether
we should use foreign oil or oil pro-
duced in this country, whether we
should export our jobs overseas to
produce energy or whether we should
get them here.

I read where Mr. Salazar says that
the fact is most of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf resources are open for
business, he says. Well, then, give us
the nod, and we’ll simply pass those
first three bills: Putting the Gulf Back
to Work Act; Restarting American Off-
shore Leasing Now; and Reversing
President Obama’s Offshore Morato-
rium. If it’s already the case, then just
humor us, nod your head, and nothing
will be changed since it’s already open
for business, and if the President would
tell the Senate to go ahead and pass
just those three bills, we could send
them up to the President, and we could
have plenty of jobs starting out and
plenty of American production.

Again, I would look back at the price
of natural gas. When the administra-
tion says that you can’t drill and come
up with lower prices, the price of nat-
ural gas a couple of years ago was in
the $12 range. Today, the price is about
$2.50. Now what caused the price to go
from 12 to 2? When the price is going
up, the President says, I need $52 mil-
lion to control the speculators that are
driving the price up. But when the
price goes down, somehow he’s not say-
ing we need to give you $52 million
back because now those speculators are
driving the price down.

This view of energy in the White
House, originating with the Secretary
of the Interior, somehow doesn’t get
the fact that the reason the price of
natural gas has fallen from 12 to 2—and
that’s a very steep decline—is because
we have drilled our way into lower
prices. We’ve increased the supply
enough through more jobs and more
production that world demand is kind
of swamped with the supply. It’s,
again, an economic equation of supply
and demand.

I think that’s the greater impact in
the price of gasoline today. The supply
and demand of oil and the supply and
demand of natural gas controls that.
We have drilled our way to success in
natural gas because companies went
everywhere drilling on private lands.

But now, then, the administration is
saying we need to curtail all that pro-
duction here because it’s not going to
lower the price; we need to the control
the speculators. These are simply in-
consistencies that are punishing the
American public. They’re punishing
the American public and especially the
poor in the American public by higher
gasoline prices and by higher elec-
tricity costs. It’s making it to where
families just can’t get by, to where
they can’t make the payments for the
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month. And poor families everywhere
are having to make choices to buy en-
ergy or to live in cold, live without air
conditioning, and to not be able to
drive and see their grandkids.

What kind of choices are those?
Those are not the choices that I think
most Americans want. I think most
Americans like our lifestyle. Our life-
style is based on two dominant
things—the cost of food and the cost of
energy. And when we drive both of
those costs up through overregulation
and through government limitations,
then we’re doing a disservice to the
American public.

Every single person in America
wants to see our land protected, they
want to see the workers protected,
they want to see soil, water, and air
protected; but they also are desperate
to see jobs created. It’s within the
power of this body, it’s within the
power of the Senate, and it’s within the
power of the President to create those
jobs, to create the answers for an
America that is tired, for an America
that is scared, and for an America that
is worried about its future and the fu-
ture for her children.
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It’s within our power in this town to
reverse those things, to stop the war on
the West, to start making sense in pub-
lic policy, to start making decisions
that create solutions—real solutions
for not just jobs, but for careers where
people can plan their lives, they can
set aside to buy a house, or to send
their kids to school. That’s the Amer-
ica that all Americans want across
party lines, across racial lines. People
for generations have come to this coun-
try for that promise, for that hope, and
that opportunity. It starts with us in
this town. It is time for us to put aside
the differences.

We ask the Senate to pass the West
Act; and, Mr. President, we respect-
fully ask for you to sign that act to
bring jobs to the West and bring pros-
perity to the Nation.

God bless this country, and God bless
each one of the taxpayers.

I yield back the balance of my time.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCKINLEY). All Members are reminded
to address their remarks to the Chair.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. SCHIFF (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district.

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for today on ac-
count of illness.

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today and the balance of
the week on account of medical rea-
sons.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-01T12:40:41-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




