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farm kids grow up to be farmers. Now
we’re faced with the problem that the
average farmer in the United States is
over 50.

If the regulators have their way, and
young people are shut out, there will
be a lost generation of American farm-
ers. This ought not to be, but that’s
just the way it is.

KEEPING OUR FLYING PUBLIC
SAFE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, just
over 3 years ago, Continental Connec-
tion Flight 3407 crashed in my western
New York community and that of Con-
gresswoman CATHY HOCHUL. Sadly, all
aboard were killed.

In the wake of this tragic crash, the
families of the passengers on board
Flight 3407 joined together and success-
fully fought for the inclusion of strong
airline safety provisions in the Federal
Aviation Administration’s reauthoriza-
tion, which was signed into law in Au-
gust of 2010.

Crewmember screening and qualifica-
tions, in addition to pilot certification
requirements, were factors that, if
properly monitored, could have pre-
vented the crash. We must see to it
that the FAA follows through on the
implementation of the reforms passed
by this Congress.

Madam Speaker, keeping our flying
public safe should be a top priority. I
am committed to continuing the fight
on behalf of the memory of those we
lost on that day, and I urge my col-
leagues to join our efforts to achieve
safer skies for all Americans.

———
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BRIAN TERRY

(Mr. ISSA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to take note of something that
occurred in this body, the other body,
and on June 16 will occur in Arizona.

Brian Terry died more than a year
ago as a border patrol agent serving his
country on the Arizona border. He was
shot and killed by smugglers with
weapons that ultimately came from
the United States and went across the
border under the Operation Fast and
Furious program. That’s controversial.

But there is no controversy that
Brian Terry lived and exemplified the
American spirit in serving his country
in the military and then as a border pa-
trol agent.

On June 16, that border patrol sta-
tion will open. On June 16, thanks to
action here in the House weeks ago and
in the Senate today, we will in fact
name it after Brian Terry.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, 97
years ago, the Ottoman Empire orches-
trated a murderous campaign that re-
sulted in the death of 1.5 million Arme-
nian men, women, and children and
forced hundreds of thousands into
exile.

Growing up in Fresno, California, the
place William Saroyan, a great Amer-
ican author of Armenian descent,
called home, I heard the stories of this
tragic time between 1915 and 1923. The
sons and daughters of survivors, time
and time again, told the stories of their
families.

The facts are clear. What happened 97
years ago can only be called by one
name: genocide—the first genocide of
the 20th century. Yet after nearly a
century, the House of Representatives
and current and past American Presi-
dents have refused to recognize the Ar-
menian genocide as such.

We cannot wait for a convenient mo-
ment, for it’s not a convenient truth.
Man’s inhumanity to mankind never is.
Now is the time to pass House Resolu-
tion 304 that I am a cosponsor of and
formally recognize the Armenian geno-
cide.

———

STAFFORD LOANS

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. This past Friday, I spoke
to the graduates of Pepperdine Univer-
sity School of Public Policy. I gave the
commencement address.

Like many other students who will
be graduating this year, they are deter-
mined and eager to take on the dif-
ficult challenges of this world. Unfor-
tunately, many of them are leaving
college with a mountain of student
debt—debt that can keep them from
pursuing opportunities which may not
yield short-term financial rewards but
could make our world a better place to
live. You don’t have to look far to find
these amazing young people. Our of-
fices are filled with them.

Others have said it today, but I'm
going to say it again. We must pass
legislation to prevent the interest rate
on Stafford loans from doubling this
July 1.

It’s also why I've introduced H.R.
4286, which would allow students to
begin paying back their Federal loans
12 months after they graduate instead
of 6, and I hope I have support on that.
This is commonsense legislation that
will allow new grads the chance to
start their careers without the burden
of monthly student loan payments.

——
THE BLACKLISTING OF STATES

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, de-
spite the fact that President Obama
took swift action to punish those re-
sponsible for the outrageous abuse at
the GSA, some in Washington, like the
junior Senator from Kentucky, are
looking to score cheap political points
by attacking Las Vegas and Nevada’s
tourism industry.

These Republicans are trying to
bring back the last administration’s
so-called blacklist of resort cities like
Las Vegas and Reno, prohibiting Fed-
eral agencies from traveling to Nevada
to hold conferences and seminars. This
policy has damaged the reputation of
my State, hurt our economy, and
killed jobs. Thanks to President
Obama, this blacklist was lifted and
discrimination against Las Vegas and
Reno was ended.

It’s time that we make this policy
permanent. That’s why I’'m going to in-
troduce legislation to prohibit the
blacklisting of any city in America.
This means discrimination against cit-
ies like Las Vegas and Reno will be il-
legal.

Las Vegas wasn’t the problem; the ir-
responsible behavior of the GSA was.

I urge my colleagues to stand up for
jobs and join me in cosponsoring this
legislation.

———

STAFFORD LOANS

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Madam Speaker, 1
represent Hawaii, the youngest State
in this Union. Many of our people im-
migrated to our wonderful State within
the last hundred-plus years. When they
immigrated, they came to work on
plantations for the most part, and they
knew one thing: for their children to be
better, to get ahead, they needed an
education. And there has always been a
very strong belief that education was
the answer.

This July, we will see the most pop-
ular student loan increase in its inter-
est rate from 3.4 to 6.8 percent. It will
affect 7.4 million students and will
mean $1,000 a month more for each and
every one of them.

Think about it, Madam Speaker. We
say the students are our future. We
need them to be in college so that we
will be the great Nation that we once
were. Then I ask you: Why is it that we
haven’t taken up the legislation to
again freeze the loan rates?

Keep it at 3.4 percent so we can have
our future, and we can show these stu-
dents that we really believe in them
and invest in them.

——————

MARQUIS ALEXANDER

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge a
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