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Wallenberg may have survived after 1947, and 
his fate remains shrouded in mystery to this 
day. He has since become the subject of nu-
merous humanitarian honors, including that of 
Yad Vashem’s ‘‘Righteous among the Na-
tions;’’ has been named an honorary citizen of 
the United States, Canada, and Israel; and 
has been memorialized through countless 
monuments, statues, works of art, social insti-
tutions, and street names around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, Raoul Wallenberg and his col-
leagues in the Swedish Legation saved at 
least 100,000 Jews in Hungary from extermi-
nation, including the late Congressman Tom 
Lantos and his wife Annette. As we celebrate 
the centennial of Wallenberg’s birth, let his 
story inspire and embolden our ongoing efforts 
to bring an end to discrimination and hate-in-
spired violence in our communities through 
greater leadership and cooperation among all 
peoples. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MAGOS 
HUNGARIAN FOLK BAND 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Magos Hungarian Folk Band, 
and welcome them to Cleveland, Ohio, for 
their performance at St. Emeric’s Church Hall 
on April 29, 2012. 

The Magos Band’s philosophy is to learn 
and present Hungarian folk music in its ar-
chaic form and perform it to the young genera-
tion. Their music is classified as Táncház, 
drawing inspiration from the Carpathian basin, 
including Hungary, Transylvania and parts of 
Slovakia. 

The Magos Hungarian Folk Band is com-
prised of violinists Csaba Soós and Márton 
Kovács, Dávid Horváth on bass, Tamás 
Enyedi on cimbalom, Márton Fekete playing 
the brácsa, and vocals by Ágnes Enyedi. The 
band gained fame after winning the 2011 
Folkbeats Competition in Budapest, Hungary. 
Their prize was a concert tour of North Amer-
ica. In addition to a concert, the Magos Band 
will also be hosting a traditional Hungarian 
dance party after each of their shows. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the Magos Hungarian Folk 
Band and welcoming them to the City of 
Cleveland. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘JOHN 
HOPE FRANKLIN TULSA-GREEN-
WOOD RIOT ACCOUNTABILITY 
ACT’’ 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to introduce the ‘‘John Hope Franklin Tulsa- 
Greenwood Riot Accountability Act of 2012,’’ 
along with Representative NADLER, and addi-
tional cosponsors. This legislation will create a 

Federal cause of action to allow the survivors 
of the Tulsa-Greenwood Riot of 1921 to seek 
a determination on the merits of their civil 
rights and other claims against the perpetra-
tors of the Riot in a Federal court of law. 

This legislation is named in honor of the late 
Dr. John Hope Franklin, the noted historian, 
who was a first-hand witness to the destruc-
tive impact that the riot had on the African- 
American community of Tulsa. Dr. Franklin 
made numerous scholarly contributions to the 
understanding of the long term effects of the 
riot on the city and worked to keep the issue 
alive in history and on the minds of policy-
makers. On April 24, 2007, he served as a 
witness, testifying in favor of the legislation, 
and its passage would be a fitting tribute to his 
memory and to a community which has never 
received its fair day in court. 

The Greenwood neighborhood of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, was one of the nation’s most pros-
perous African-American communities entering 
the decade of the Nineteen Twenties. Serving 
over 8000 residents, the community boasted 
two newspapers, over a dozen churches, and 
hundreds of African-American-owned busi-
nesses, with the commercial district known na-
tionally as the ‘‘Negro Wall Street.’’ In May 
1921, all that came to an end as 42 square 
blocks of the community were burned to the 
ground and up to 300 of its residents were 
killed by a racist mob. In the wake of the vio-
lence, the State and local governments 
quashed claims for redress and effectively 
erased the incident from official memory. 

The 1921 Tulsa Race Riot was one of the 
most destructive and costly attacks upon an 
American community in our nation’s history. 
However, no convictions were obtained for the 
incidents of murder, arson or larceny con-
nected with the riot, and none of the more 
than 100 contemporaneously filed lawsuits by 
residents and property owners were success-
ful in recovering damages from insurance 
companies to assist in the reconstruction of 
the community. 

The case of the Tulsa-Greenwood Riot vic-
tims is worthy of Congressional attention be-
cause substantial evidence suggests that gov-
ernmental officials deputized and armed the 
mob and that the National Guard joined in the 
destruction. The report commissioned by the 
Oklahoma State Legislature in 1997, and pub-
lished in 2001, uncovered new information and 
detailed, for the first time, the extent of the in-
volvement by the State and city government in 
prosecuting and erasing evidence of the riot. 
This new evidence was crucial for the formula-
tion of a substantial case, but its timeliness 
raised issues at law, and resulted in a dis-
missal on statute of limitation grounds. In dis-
missing the survivor’s claims, however, the 
Court found that extraordinary circumstances 
might support extending the statute of limita-
tions, but that Congress did not establish rules 
applicable to the case at bar. With this legisla-
tion, we have the opportunity to provide clo-
sure for a group of claimants—many over 100 
years old—and the ability close the book on a 
tragic chapter in history. 

Racism, and its violent manifestations, are 
part of our nation’s past that we cannot avoid. 
With the prosecution of historical civil rights 
claims, both civil and criminal, we encourage 
a process of truth and reconciliation which can 
heal historic wounds. In this case, the Court 

took ‘‘no great comfort’’ in finding that there 
was no legal avenue through which the plain-
tiffs could bring their claims. The ‘‘Tulsa- 
Greenwood Riot Accountability Act’’ would 
simply give Tulsans and all Oklahomans, 
white and black, victims and non-victims, their 
day in court. Without that opportunity, we will 
all continue to be victims of our past. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF MRS. GINA 
THOMPSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Mrs. Gina Thompson, a sup-
porter and leading voice for environmental, so-
cial and political improvement. 

Gina was born on January 28, 1938 in Los 
Angeles, California. She was raised by her 
mother, Greta and stepfather, William Dooling. 
Gina attended Santa Monica College and 
soon after married Ed Angell. They had a son, 
Christopher. 

Several years later, Gina remarried her hus-
band of 55 years, John Thompson. While the 
family of three was living in Malibu, Gina was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. She vowed that 
if she overcame the disease, she would de-
vote her life to helping others. This is when 
Gina’s career in philanthropy blossomed. 

Beginning as a volunteer, Gina was ulti-
mately appointed the executive director of the 
Center for the Healing Arts in Los Angeles. 
She eventually went on to the same position 
with The Hermes Project before to Nicasio, 
California. She continued her work with non- 
profit organizations as the executive director 
for the Dharma Foundation. 

Gina was also extremely involved in politics, 
and served as a fundraiser and organizer for 
both my own and President Obama’s cam-
paigns. Spirituality was another aspect that 
was important in Gina’s life. She was a fund-
raiser for Spirit Rock Meditation Center and 
assisted master Mingtogn Gu in bringing the 
Wisdom Healing Qigong Center to Petaluma. 

I offer my condolences to her husband, 
John Thompson and son, Christopher Angell. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the life of Mrs. Gina Thompson. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $15,675,791,363,404.17. We’ve 
added $5,048,914,314,491.09 to our debt in 
just over 3 years. This is debt our nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 
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JACOB GULLA 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Jacob Gulla who scored a one hun-
dred percent on the 2012 National Financial 
Capabilities Challenge. 

The National Financial Capabilities Chal-
lenge is annually administered by the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. The challenge is designed 
to increase the financial knowledge and capa-
bility of high school students across the United 
States. 

This year, 80,024 students took the test and 
Pennsylvania had the highest number of par-
ticipating schools and educators. In addition, 
Pennsylvania had the highest number of stu-
dents who scored in the top 20th percentile in 
the nation and ranked as the fourth highest 
state with students who scored a one hundred 
percent on the test. 

Mr. Speaker, financial capability empowers 
individuals to make informed choices, avoid 
pitfalls, know where to go for help, and take 
other actions to improve their present and 
long-term financial well-being. Today, I com-
mend Jacob Gulla for his hard work and dedi-
cation to taking control of his financial future, 
which is evident in his accomplishment. 

f 

IN HONOR OF REVEREND DAN 
SEWELL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Reverend Dan Sewell, who was 
named the 2012 Fairview Park Citizen of the 
Year by the Fairview Park Community Council. 

Rev. Sewell, a lifelong resident of Fairview 
Park, Ohio was born in 1955. He graduated 
from Fairview Park High School in 1973 and 
earned a Master of Theology Degree from 
Fuller Seminary. He has been married to his 
wife, Karen, for 37 years and they have four 
daughters. 

In 1989, Rev. Sewell became the pastor of 
the New Hope Church. Under his leadership, 
the church has become a staple in the com-
munity, hosting hunger drives and other var-
ious community service opportunities. Rev. 
Sewell is also the longest-serving member of 
the Fairview Park Ministerial Association which 
supports the Fairview Park Hunger Center and 
National Day of Prayer gatherings. 

He has also been involved with Fairview 
Park’s annual Summerfest, serving as a bake- 
off judge, talent judge, and musical performer. 
Additionally, Rev. Sewell was instrumental in 
developing Fairview Park’s ‘‘Everyone is Our 
Neighbor’’ campaign as a response to crime in 
the community. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in congratulating Reverend Dan Sewell as he 
is honored by the Fairview Park Community 
Council as the 2012 Fairview Park Citizen of 
the Year. 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL TEACHER 
APPRECIATION WEEK AND THE 
SELFLESS WORK OF AMERICA’S 
EDUCATORS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize our Nation’s teachers, and par-
ticularly those of Texas’ 24th Congressional 
District. Yesterday marked the beginning of 
National Teacher Appreciation Week, and 
today, May 8, 2012, is Teacher Appreciation 
Day. This annual week celebrates the encour-
agement, support and discipline selflessly pro-
vided by America’s educators. Teaching is a 
difficult job that requires significant talent. 
Most, if not all, of America’s educators devote 
their careers to enriching the lives of our chil-
dren. Almost everyone holds dear the memory 
of at least one teacher in particular who made 
a significant impact on their life. We can never 
fully thank our teachers for their hard work 
and dedication. 

We rely on teachers to shape the minds of 
America’s next generation. Nearly 5 million 
students in Texas depend on our State’s edu-
cators to provide them with the vital knowl-
edge needed to succeed in life. This is a mas-
sive job that comes with an even greater re-
sponsibility. Teachers accept this responsibility 
with great pride. I am extremely honored to 
recognize the amazing work of our teachers. I 
cannot thank them enough for their commit-
ment to the children in Texas and across the 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the selfless work of America’s educators. We 
must always recognize those who dedicate 
their careers to enriching the lives of our chil-
dren. 

f 

HONORING JAN GILBERT FOR 30 
YEARS OF ADVOCACY WORK IN 
NEVADA 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I urge 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
achievements of Ms. Jan Gilbert, for her 30- 
year career of advocating for income equality, 
human rights, and women’s health. 

This year, Ms. Gilbert is retiring from her 
current position at the Progressive Leadership 
Alliance of Nevada (PLAN) after 30 years of 
advocacy on behalf of the voiceless. I am de-
lighted to honor her service and leadership as 
a champion for justice in the State of Nevada. 

In 1982, Jan’s work began by serving the 
community through the League of Women 
Voters of Nevada as president of the Carson 
City chapter. In 1990, Jan advocated for the 
passage of Question 7 to reaffirm women’s re-
productive rights. Jan’s commitment to em-
powering citizens to become active partici-
pants in their government prompted her to 
cofound PLAN, a statewide organization that 
offers a unified force for social, environmental, 
and economic integrity in Nevada. 

Jan coauthored the 2002 Wider Opportuni-
ties for Women’s Self Sufficiency Standard for 
Nevada. She also served as the cofounder of 
Nevada’s Empowered Women’s Project, rep-
resenting low-income women. In addition, Ms. 
Gilbert has been instrumental in promoting so-
cial justice among Nevadans as the air of the 
Child Abuse Prevention, Family Support, and 
Respite Subcommittee of the Nevada Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services Grants 
Management Advisory Committee. Jan has 
worked tirelessly for low-income women on 
welfare and facilitated the passage of ‘‘make 
work pay’’ that allowed women to remain on 
welfare after they started working. She helped 
increase the welfare grant level for recipients 
along with aiding in the creation of childcare 
funding for welfare recipients while they 
worked. 

Finally, Jan’s proudest accomplishment was 
the 2009 passage of the Domestic Partner 
Registry. She worked vigorously to pass this 
measure for Nevada and she was responsible 
for obtaining the last remaining vote to secure 
its passage and override a gubernatorial veto. 
Since October 1, 2009, committed couples in 
Nevada can legally register their partnership 
and be recognized by the State. 

During Jan’s years of service, she has re-
ceived a number of distinguished awards, in-
cluding the Mike O’Callaghan Humanitarian of 
the Year Award, the Hannah Humanitarian 
Award, the Public Citizen of the Year Award, 
and the Women’s Role Model Award, recog-
nizing her gallant efforts. Most recently, she 
was named a 2012 ‘‘Champion of Change’’ by 
the White House. 

As the Representative for Nevada’s First 
Congressional District, it gives me immense 
pride to recognize Jan Gilbert and the remark-
able work she has done for Nevada. She has 
made our State a more just, impartial, and 
equal place for all. I congratulate Jan and her 
family on a well-earned retirement, but I am 
sure her love for service and civic engage-
ment will continue to benefit the Silver State in 
many exciting and innovative ways. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE CITY CLUB 
OF CLEVELAND 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 100th anniversary of the 
City Club of Cleveland. 

Established in 1912 as a non-partisan forum 
for debate, the City Club of Cleveland is the 
country’s oldest independent continuous free 
speech forum. It is often referred to as ‘‘Amer-
ica’s Citadel of Free Speech.’’ The mission of 
the City Club of Cleveland is to inform, edu-
cate and inspire citizens by presenting signifi-
cant ideas and providing opportunities for dia-
logue in a collegial setting. The speaking 
events held at the City Club of Cleveland can 
be heard across the nation through the radio, 
television, podcasts and on YouTube. 

Throughout the past century, the City Club 
of Cleveland has hosted some of the country’s 
fiercest debates and inspiring speeches. Per-
haps the most well-known speech delivered at 
the City Club of Cleveland was Senator Rob-
ert F. Kennedy’s ‘‘Mindless Menace of Vio-
lence’’ speech delivered on the day following 
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