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and housing—had hundreds of entrants from
over 130 countries around the world. Such lu-
minaries as Muhammad Yunus, winner of the
Nobel Peace Prize judged the final round; and
President Bill Clinton handed out the top
awards for each category. CMU’s Ketaki
Desai, Elizabeth Cullinan, Tim Kelly, and Regi-
nald Cox won first place in the education cat-
egory.

One Laptop Per Child seeks to provide
greater educational resources for children
ages 6 through 12 in impoverished areas of
the world. OLPC has designed laptops with
several key features geared towards helping
these children. They cost significantly less to
manufacture than the standard laptops we use
here in the US; they are pre-loaded with lots
of educational software, and have wireless
internet built in; they are low energy, ensuring
that even children in communities without
electricity can use them, then recharge the
laptops using solar energy; the laptops’
screens can be read in sunlight—an important
feature because so many of these children go
to school outside; and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, these laptops are extremely durable
and rugged, because, let’'s face it, kids are
going to be kids, no matter where they are in
the world.

By providing children with these laptops,
One Laptop Per Child hopes to broaden chil-
dren’s worldview, and enrich their educational
experiences, because, as they see it, edu-
cation is the foundation for the other solutions
to problems like a lack of shelter or running
water. Their goal is to donate and distribute 20
million laptops to poor children throughout the
world over the next 5 years.

This is just one more example of the inno-
vative work that's being done in Pittsburgh,
and | am proud to be their representative.
Congratulations to these grad students and to
all the bright minds in Pittsburgh working so
hard to solve the world’s problems. | thank
them for their dedication.

——————

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT
CHRISTOPHER OSBORNE

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2012

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Sergeant Christopher
Osborne of Labadie, Missouri, who was
awarded the Purple Heart due to injuries he
sustained while serving in Afghanistan. | am
honored to recognize Sergeant Osborne for
his service to our nation.

Sergeant Osborne was presented the Pur-
ple Heart medal on December 29, 2011, at
Bagram Airfield by Major General Stephen L.
Danner, adjutant general of the Missouri Na-
tional Guard. The Purple Heart is awarded in
the name of the President of the United States
to any member of the Armed Forces of the
United States who has been wounded or
killed.

Sergeant Osborne serves in the 1138th
Transportation Company, a medium truck unit
headquartered at Jefferson Barracks in south
St. Louis County. The 1138th has been per-
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forming convoy operations, delivering supplies
to coalition forces throughout Afghanistan. On
a night mission in October 2011 while serving
as a Scout truck commander, Sergeant
Osborne and his convoy came under attack
from an improvised explosive device (IED).
The IED heavily damaged Sergeant Osborne’s
vehicle, but he and his three fellow crew mem-
bers survived the assault. Sergeant Osborne
returned to full duty within a few weeks of the
attack.

He is a veteran of Operation Iragi Freedom
and is currently serving in Operation Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Sergeant Chris-
topher Osborne and thanking him for his con-
tinued service to our county.

————

CONGRATULATING MR. MA YING-
JEOU, PRESIDENT OF TAIWAN

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | wish to congratulate the people of Taiwan
on the occasion of their presidential inaugura-
tion this May 20. Mr. Ma Ying-jeou was re-
elected to a second term on January 14th.
May the long-term ongoing relationship be-
tween Taiwan and the United States continue
to develop and grow and may there be perma-
nent peace and security in the Taiwan Strait.
Congratulations to President Ma Ying-jeou and
his people.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2012

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
215 | inadvertently voted “aye” when | in-
tended to vote “no” on the Huizenga Amend-
ment to H.R. 5326, the Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act.

| would like the RECORD to reflect this error
as | reiterate my strong opposition to this
amendment and reaffirm my support for our
nation’s public sector employees, who are ad-
versely affected by OMB Circular A-76’s meth-
odology.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
NURSES WEEK

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2012

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of National Nurses Week.

This week it is important for us to come to-
gether and pay special tribute to the women
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and men who make up the largest segment of
our healthcare workforce.

Nurses are truly the backbone of our
healthcare system.

They not only work in our hospitals and clin-
ics, but are present in our schools, our work-
places, and in so many facets of our everyday
lives.

However, our increasing demand for nurses
continues to grow at a rate faster than the cur-
rent supply can alleviate.

By 2020, the overall need for new nurses is
expected to reach a staggering 1.2 million.

For the nursing workforce to meet this de-
mand, we must ensure that federal investment
in nursing does not falter.

The Nurse Reinvestment Act, which | au-
thored and was signed into law in 2002, set
the framework to do this.

But we all must come together, on both
sides of the aisle, to support these crucial pro-
grams and to support nursing education and a
robust nursing workforce.

| encourage my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans to take time out this week to thank the
nurses in your life and to join me in recogni-
tion of these professionals who tirelessly care
for the health of ourselves and our loved ones.

—————

RECOGNIZING LT. COL. DAVID
CARROLL FOR HIS TWENTY-FIVE
YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE U.S.
AIR FORCE.

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2012

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, | wish to
congratulate Lieutenant Colonel David Carroll
for his twenty-five years of honorable service
to our country and the United States Air
Force.

Our community is proud of all our men and
women in uniform and it is always a great ex-
perience to see so many of them thrive and
succeed in service to their country.

| join the United States Air Force and wish
Lt. Col. Carroll all the best in his retirement.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2012

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, | submit a clari-
fication of my vote on rollcall No. 233 the Flo-
res Amendment No. 10, to H.R. 5326. | mis-
takenly voted “nay” when | intended to vote
“yea”. The amendment would remove a
standing prohibition on federal purchases of
coal-to-liquid fuels, which have the potential to
greatly increase our energy security.

| am a strong supporter of coal-to-liquid
technology and am a cosponsor of H.R. 2036,
the American Alternative Fuels Act, which
would repeal the very same prohibition this
amendment defunds. My vote against the Flo-
res amendment was accidental. | regret my
error and appreciate the opportunity for clari-
fication.
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