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“no” on rollcall 221, the Blackburn Amend-
ment, which sought to make indiscriminate,
across the board cuts of 1 percent throughout
the bill.

“no” on rollcall 222, the Broun (GA) Amend-
ment, which sought to make draconian cuts to
most of the agencies within the bill.

“no” on rollcall 223, the Southerland
Amendment, which unwisely prohibits the use
of funds to develop, approve, or implement
fishing catch shares programs in certain
areas. Catch shares have been shown to be
a successful tool for managing fisheries, one
we should not rule out.

————
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to once
again reaffirm my interest in maintaining a
strong working relationship with Israel. Unrest
in the Middle East has once again brought na-
tional security concerns to their doorstep.

Our two unwavering democracies in the
United States and Israel have held firm to-
gether against outside threats for more than
60 years. As a close ally and trading partner,
it is imperative that we provide training and
materials for their military for years to come.

The nations surrounding Israel continue to
seek nuclear weapons, an action that directly
compromises the United States’ security and
interests. We must work together to ensure
that Israel is able to defend themselves if such
an event occurs. With the passing of H.R.
4133, | am pleased to see our nation again
confirm its support for Israel’s right to self-de-
fense. This security cooperation will provide
Israel with necessary aircraft and weaponry
against the ever-present threat of attack.

The continued violence against the Israeli
people must be condemned. However, as
there is no immediate end in sight, the United
States must stand up and continue to support
Israel as they look to enhance their national
security.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF DR. CHRISTOPHER T.
JONES

HON. MIKE ROGERS
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to honor
Christopher T. Jones as he retires from the
Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP) in
Anniston, Alabama.

Dr. Jones joined the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) as Superintendent
for the CDP on August 3, 2008.

He began his public service career with the
Department of the Army Medical Command,
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following successful completion of active duty
as a U.S. Naval Medical Service Corps officer.
Dr. Jones then served as Deputy Under-Sec-
retary of Defense (Environmental Security) liai-
son to the U.S. Public Health Service’s Agen-
cy for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry,
where he worked collaboratively with Federal
and State agencies addressing high-risk public
health issues arising from releases of military
compounds, to include weapons of mass de-
struction components and military munitions.

Dr. Jones earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Health Sciences from Fairmont State
College and a Master of Science degree in
Occupational Health from West Virginia Uni-
versity. Additionally, he holds an MBA from
Florida Institute of Technology, with an em-
phasis in federal procurement and earned a
Doctorate of Education from George Wash-
ington University’s Executive Leadership Pro-
gram. He graduated in 2010 from the Execu-
tive Leadership Program, Center for Homeland
Defense and Security at the Naval Post-
graduate School. He’s a member of the Acad-
emy of Management and a recipient of The
Surgeon General of the Army Commander’s
Award for Civilian Service.

As Superintendent for the CDP, Dr. Jones
brought leadership to workforce, operational
and contracting challenges. Dr. Jones greatly
helped in achieving the mission of the National
Training Program and institutionalizing the
CDP as the Nation’s premier first responder
training center in the United States. A native
West Virginian, Dr. Jones is married with three
children.

Mr. Speaker, | offer my congratulations to
Dr. Jones and thank him for his outstanding
service to our community and our Nation.

———

HONORING THE 100 YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SAINTS PETER
AND PAUL BASEBALL CLUB

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2012

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Saints Peter and Paul Base-
ball Club for one hundred years of service to
Chicago’'s McKinley Park community. This
year, the club will celebrate a century of qual-
ity athletics and social outreach by hosting the
Centennial Celebration and Annual Dinner
Dance. The Saints Peter and Paul Baseball
Club has been a valuable asset to the com-
munity for many years, and | thank all those
involved in the club and the current president,
Mr. William Gonerka, for their dedication to
our community.

The club was founded in 1912 by a group
of parishioners from Saints Peter and Paul
Church who realized the need for a commu-
nity organization that could provide both ath-
letic and social outlets for youth in the area.
Growing with the community, the club soon
expanded its sponsorship to other sports such
as basketball, softball, and touch football and
broadened its fundraising efforts for parishes
and local schools. For the last twenty years,
the club has continued its stewardship to the
neighborhood by hosting communion break-
fasts, trips to White Sox and Bears games,
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and other parish social events. Although
Saints Peter and Paul Church has since joined
with St. Maurice and Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel to form the Blessed Sacrament Parish,
members of the club have continued to hold
events under their original name.

For the last one hundred years, the Saints
Peter and Paul Baseball Club has worked to
form healthy relationships and camaraderie
among the people of McKinley Park. In sup-
porting numerous athletic programs and acting
as a social organization, the club has created
a safe and productive outlet for many mem-
bers of the local community. The work of this
organization has helped members of the com-
munity develop vital leadership skills, appre-
ciate the value of teamwork, and cultivate self
discipline. | am grateful for the Saints Peter
and Paul Baseball Club’s outstanding one
hundred years of service and am proud of the
members who keep the club active.

———

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF
FLORENCE LARIVIERE
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, May 10, 2012

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an extraordinary woman, an environ-
mentalist before the term was invented, one
who has taught generations the value of wet-
lands and forests, mountains and oceans, and
who learned and taught so many how to pro-
tect and preserve these immeasurably valu-
able resources. A gentle giant of a woman; a
quiet roar of a voice; a tiny footstep with a
huge footprint . . . Florence LaRiviere has
righted many wrongs and prevented many en-
vironmental tragedies by the sheer force of
her knowledge, determination, advocacy, par-
ticipation, and persuasive talents.

Florence LaRiviere recognized the devasta-
tion that development was creating in San
Francisco Bay long before others did. She
saw the need for a National Wildlife Refuge
and working closely with many others, she
persuaded Congressman Don Edwards, de-
spite opposition from the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, to introduce legislation creating
the Refuge. President Nixon signed the legis-
lation creating it in 1972.

One of my proudest moments as a Member
of Congress was the 1998 inclusion of the
1600 acres of Bair Island in the Don Edwards
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge.
Florence worked closely with me on this
project, tirelessly promoting it, working with the
Citizens committee, challenging the owners of
the property and using many creative means
to move public opinion.

Mr. Speaker, I'm very proud to have my Bay
Area colleagues—Rep. ZOE LOFGREN; Rep.
MIKE THOMPSON; Rep. MIKE HONDA; Rep.
JERRY MCNERNEY, and Rep. JACKIE SPEIER
join me in honoring this great and good
woman, our dear friend of many years, as she
is honored with the 2012 National Wetlands
Award. This is an honor she has earned and
richly deserves. We ask the entire House of
Representatives to join us in thanking Flor-
ence LaRiviere for her decades of invaluable
service. She is a national treasure and it is a
high privilege to represent her.
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